








FIELD KINDLEY MEMORIrA‘L HIGH SCHOOL SN

V. A. KLOTZ
PRINCIPAL

April 2, 1938

Coach ‘lf_‘. C. Allen
University Of Ksnsas
Lawrence, Kanssas

Dear Cozach;

I am enclosing self sddresced envelope for which I
would appreciste & letter regarding 1nfomat10n relative to
one of my basketball boys.

I heve a little Mexicen forward thet has been very
out:tanding for me in basketball this year that also hes con-
siderable prospects of becoming & good miler in track. He moved
here this year from snother Town and his former coach has left
the impression with him th:t track would handicap his basketball
pleying. Personally, I cannot see where it would effect him as
he has & very good heart and is well developed physically but e
letter from you would certainly be spprecisted. He wants t0o run
but his former cosch still seem:s to have a little infiuence on him.

Thenke in advence for this favor snd mey I add my con-
gretulation on the success of your fine team this past season.

Yours very truly,

eland dabe® Lewis
Athletic Cosch
Field Kindley High
Coffeyville, *ansas












ST. JOHN' S COLLEGE
Annapolis, Maryland

February 7 ’ 1938,

Mr. Forrest C, Allen
Basketball Coach
University of Kanssas
Lawrence ,Kansas.

Dear Phog:

Would you be so kind as to send to me a complete
copy of your athletic set-up at the University of Kansas.
Algso if it not too much trouble a copy of your code,rules,
etec in the Big Six Conference. |

I am asking this of you because the jobh of re-
organizing our Athletic Department has been given to me
by our new administration and I went to meke it a lasting

organization,

Thanking you for your kind co-operation and if
possible would appreciate your prompt reply. With kind
personal regards, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

Valentine Lentz
Athletic Director

m/VL,
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J. MAX LEWELLEN

LONGMONT, COLO.

Mar, 10

Dre. Forrest Allen.

- Dear Dr,

Being a former student at the Univ,
of Kansas and a native of Lawrence 1 am naturally
interested in anything I might do to their cause,
For that reason I am writing you about a boy we
have here in Longmont.

His name is Les Major and he gradua-
tes from high school this spring. Last year he was
all=state center in basketball and all-state end
in football, He is nearly 6'8" and weighs 2001Dbs.
According to all sports writers he is the outstand-
ing athlete in the state and has been for the last
two years., However he is much better in basketball
than in football in my opinion. I have seen a lot
of basketball players and I believe I am s_‘a?ﬂin
saying he is the best high school player 1 have seen
in action, Of course all the schools in the state

are after him but I dont believe he has made any
decision as tp what school he will attend next fall.

From a finincial point he will have to
have help whereever he goes as his parents are in no
position to send him to school. But some college will
get a good athlete if they can get him,

I’ you have someone in Denver or anyplace
in Colo. that you would care to have look into this

matter 1 would be glad to arrange a meeting for them



J. MAX LEWELLEN

LONGMONT, COLO.

E

at anytime fhat would be convenient to you. But 1

know that you would be fortunéate if he were to
enroll at K,U, Of course I have no special interest

in this except that I would like to see Kansas getl
him if there is a chance at all,

If there is anything I can do to help

I will be glad to do so.
&59 Coffman St.
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Mr. WQ n. w. E‘ma’ Pl‘ﬂ.ﬁdeﬁ. |
Canddian Amateour Basketball Assoclation,
7983 Heather Street,

Vancouver, B, €,

Dear Mr, Hardwielk:

mankmtujom- very Mhttor of the 30th
. ultimo regarding the difficulties that you find yourself in
with the AAU of C. May I state my position briefly?

' Dr, James Nalismith, Professor of Physical Edue-
ation here at the University of Kansas since 1898, a Canadian
by birth and naturalized only after the World War, has a

tremendous enthuslasm anéd interest in besketball in this part
of the country., I have been associated wvery closely with Dr,
Naismith since 1902, -- _ - - :

: In the early days the AAU perheps 4id great good
in enlisting the activities of the youngsr generation in the
athletic clube and in industrial organizations of the country.
The Y.M.C.,A, had an organization of its owvn., 0Of course, the
game was originated at Springfield Y.M,C.A, College, and
naturally the Y.M.C.A.,'s took the lead., They did nothing
muach about basketball until along in 1905 when they began
to fanction, but unless the AAU can make money out of anything
they soon let it drop. _

The Yational AAU Basketbeall Tournement went
begging even as late as 1920 and 1921, Atlanta and some of
the southern teowns did take it, bnt it was rather a begging
orphan until the Kangas City Athletie Club in Kansas City
bagan to promote 1t. The Kanses City people built 4t up
until they had crowds of ten and 12 thousand people in
attendence at a single geme, then it began to net $6,000,
$8,000 and $10,000 to the promoters. Just at that time the
AAU went broke, and whon I say broke, I mean flat broke, and
they began to look around and levy on the things that were
making the money. Up to thaet time thr AAU got but ten per
cent of the income and the promoters got the swag, leaving
the boys who played not with the real éxpense money but just
as mach as the promoters could get by with, and that was all,
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Then the National AAU organization took the
tournament over and said that they wanted all the money
and the Kansas City poople let it go, and it went to
Denver, Colorado, At the present time the basketball
tournament cach year is payi all the office expense of
the AAU in New York City. Mu 3 botween {5,000 and
87,000 a year, I dislike to meke this uemuuon, but I
have made 1t before, so when I s 1 it to you you will
understand that I would not want to be quatzod on it unless

I would make the statement dir.ﬂti

The MB 1t seems %o m, 8 Mmltad only
now in promoting the thi 8 that they can make money out
of, And some of theilr oﬂieera have been known to
athletes a sllver serviece set, running up to above 100,
yot they will deny the right of a boy to take anyth ng
{for expense money that might run over thelr stipmlate
‘sum per day. In other words, the king can do no wrong.
They are a group of politieiane, henchmen who do what
they want to, and when a igster should make one

misstep they will disqual and unless he 18 a '
profit-making aﬁaloto he 1s get the worat of it,

® §
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Thore are uwral cases in oint eomornlns

what the AAU d4id to thoe athletes who aommted at Berlin,
The Negro boy, Jesse Owens, who won more firste than any
of the other ﬁmriaam , wag disqualified because he ree- -
fused to take a trip to some of the adjasent countries 1:1

Surope so the AAU could fatten thelr eerforn at this boy's
OIPGMOQ | |

| The AAU of the ﬁnitad Maeﬁu 13 in the throes
of a very unhealthy twrmoil, Politica race and religlous
prejudices are tearing it to pleces., *he only reason that
it survives at all is the raet; that to be eligible for
Olympic competition the compstitors must be sortified to
by the organization that rom-uentn the United States, and
that organization is the 4AU, So long es these politicians
have that power they e¢an omtinua to do the thzngs that
thoy have been dnins. s '

: But the Hatiennl Gelloy.ato Athletiec Associa=-
tion, the organization of colloges of the Unilted Beatu,
which furnishes practically 311 the competition now for
ow Olympic ecompetitors, 1z gaining ground by their
square dealing with the l&htu and by the fact that
their college coaches develop more than 90 per cent of
the competitors, The colleges have an overheed naturall:
thet is sustained by the 1mt1tut1¢n-, while the AAU mus
pay the expenses of their officers who do nothins but
arrange meets, and so forth, _
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The Y.m.a..&.'a wd the amhtu ¢lubs are not
in the hands of any of the AAU people, The AAU has no
equipment of any kinﬂ not even hurdles, track equipment,
~ or athletic equipme nt, let alone the mere fact that they
never develop an athlete becouse no one is accepted by the
AAU unless thay have been treined by a high school and
colloge administration, Thers is no “npotition among
them until they roceive o group of college graduates and
then there is ahayu gsome business firm vho sponsors that
kind of a team, College maplo, of cmu, hlw their
competition in all forms of sports throughout the ar and
then duwring the summers soiue amuie elub uu Zi
star man, like Jim Bausch, or some Olympie co
Glenn Cunningham, Cunningham ren this year u er tho low
York Curb Exeham .

Perhaps you knw the reeket thet is e plmd
and I shonld not go further into the matter, Suffice to
say that I am not at all interested in the AAU, I think
it is a racket from beginning to end, end I_think it
profits no one save the men in the hi h offices who gein
their living by levying upon holpleu individuals and
_gat;e reaeipts at lugo athletic gatharings. 3

Persenally I would not kmow who i heading up
tha group af anti-AAU followers here in the state, I am
- not interested enough in them to fight them heeaunse I am
in the college world and I do not have time for them, My
gginion is they will destroy themolven by the:lr own conhe
vanee-

gimim in 1929 I sot ent % gain Neo@iﬁ.on
for basketball in the Olgmpie Games, I have all that
correspondence in which I took up with the world hadou
in basketball the matter of such recognition, After we
gained the right to have baskatball in the Ol ¢ Games
@ group a pointad me as di%sector of basketh: or the
United statei. quick was the conniving of this group
of AAU henchmen that I withdrew my name rather than to be
mixed up with them, I am sending you a report of the
Olympic bamtban comittee, of whuh I was chairman,

- read before our National Aaseaiatlon ar. Bagketball Coaches
asgsembled in Oh.'wa@. P L

thia thu!: the AAT and its
officers had nothing to do with gett Lng basketball in the
Olymples; in fact, bYoth President Brundage and Dan Forris
and the other officers in the United States did not know
that other countrios wers playing baske t'ball and said so
in their omnpondomo. ®

Yom ean see 'by
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But as soon as basketball was placed on the
ogram, sven though they stated that there was
no chancs for it, then they jumped on the "gravy Wegon"
and held on to 1.; until it wasg drained of every bit of
self-respect aa well as any finanecial income, '

It is a long story, The University of Kansas
and Utah Agrieultural College played in Kansas City for
the bensfit of Olympie basketball, and our income was
over 10,000, The only money 'thae the AAU got and spent
was the money they received from the college basketball
game, while the proceeds from their national AAU tourna-
ment went directly to pay office expenges in Wew York,

| I talkod with the manager of the MePherson
Qilers, one of the groups that played in Madison Sgquare
Gardon, He was one of the men who maede the trip, He
stated to me that the boys on both the Universal Pleture
Company of Hollywood, first place winners in Americe,
and the *MoPhereon”Oliers second place winmers, that the
Olympic basketball competitors sctually had to put up
thelir jJjewelygy and borrow money tc make out the trip to
Berlin, It Was a sorry mess,

The collsges who had been primerily responsible
in ralising the 'money have now refused to have any bashkote
ball in the Olympics for the future, There are only four
sports that the collsges are supporting in the next
Clymples, end they are asking that ouwr coaches handle
the se teams., Those four sports are swimming, rowing,
wrestling end treck end field, ' |

| If T can be of eny
information that will help you

Olympics pr

service or give vou any
I will be very happy to
I do not know the name of the individual who
cares to stand out eand make o fight egainst this corrupt
froup because that very individusl has nothing to gein,
t would all be. paper powsy, % SPLIE |

These boye who want to play independent -
basketball don't care enough ebout sticking with an
individuel long enough to whip the other ountfit, They
will play where it is most convenient to them,

; I have in mind the name of one man who has
tallzed about a movemerit on foot in the United States to
form & national independent basketball orgsnization, the

same as the CABA in Cenada, but this individual's s -

¢

ing is not the kind that I would care to recommond,
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PRESIDENT:
W. H. W. HARDWICK,
7983 HEATHER STREET,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

PAST PRESIDENT:
DR. S. H. KESHEN,
GREEN LANTERN BLDG.,
HALIFAX, N.S.
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T. DOUGLAS ROBERTSON,

MONTREAL CURB MARKET,
P.O. BOX 1676, MONTREAL

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT:
MRS. E. W. SKELTON,
82 MAIN STREET,
WALLACEBURG, ONT.

SECRETARY-TREASURER:
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VANCOUVER, B.C.

EASTERN SECRETARY:
ROY E. MACKENZIE,
P.O. BOX 1676, MONTREAL

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS:
EASTERN CANADA:
C. G. HARRIS,

8 SUMMER STREET,

HALIFAX, N.S.

WESTERN CANADA:

GEORGE WILSON,
352 MAIN STREET,
WINNIPEG, MAN.

R. F. LARCOMBE,
BANK OF TORONTO,
CALGARY, ALTA.

REPRESENTATIVE
A. ROY MACKENZIE
717 BEDFORD ROAD,
SASKATOON, SASK.

REPRESENTATIVE TO THE lNTERNATIgmpt into its awiatmtion‘

Canadiam (_?\mateur g@aakethaﬂ CAE-%HﬁEIﬂUII

AFFILIATIONS
AMATEUR ATHLETIC UNION OF CANADA
WOMEN'S ATHLETIC FEDERATION

Br. "Fog" Allen,
University of Kansas,
Laurence, Kansas,

Dear Dr. Alleni=

In this letter, along with a request for certain in-
formation regarding the organization of amateur basketball in
the United States, I send greetings from the Canadian Amateur
Bagketball Association.

I have been advised that you are the source of information
regarding amateur basketball in the United States, or else know
who knows most on the subject. The purpose of this letter is to
seek an alliance with the chief amateur basketball organization
in your country in order to facilitate international games between
teams of our respective organizations, especially along the inter-
national border, but also between our champion teams,

It is extremely important that I secure information on the
subject as soon as possibles During the past summer, after long
attampts on our part to get the Amateur Athletic Union of Canada
to redress certain grievances and to rectify certain handicaps
under which we were attempting to operate, our Canadian Amateur
Basketball Association gave the required month's notice and formally
withdrew from our Articles of Alliance with the AAU of Co Let me
assure you that the causes of our withdrawal were absolutely admin-
istrative, regarding excessive cost of operating the Amateur organ-
ization to our loss, unnecessary interference in our game,-contrary
to our Articles of Alliance with the AAU of C.~ and failure of the
AAU of C. t0 make any attempt whatsoever to remedy abuses which have
You must know that the Canadian

JOINT RULES COMMITTEE of udmateur Basketbhall Association HAS NOT CHANGED at all the definition

AND CANADA.

SAMUEL ROGERS,

210 CONFEDERATION LIFE BLDG.

TORONTO, ONT.

under the AAU of C,

of an amateur, Its officers have laid down a strict definition %o
be followed and have set up rigid arrangements for registration %o

prevent any encroachment of professionalism, - and all this at a
minimum of cost as compared to the top-heavy overhead necessary

In April, 1937, I applied to Mr. Jones, secretary -
treasurer of the Federation Internationale de basketball at Rome
for a direct alliance. His reply indicated two important things:

1.~ that during the temm of our & liance to the AAU of C. (1931
to 1937), the AAU of C, had used the fact of our #lliance to them
to secure under their own name,- the AAU of C, - our international
alliance with the World Federation of Basketball, In our Articles
of Alliance to the AAU of C, we did not agree to that , and it was

done without our knowledge. ( Whe CABA, was organized as a nationally
independent sports organization 1k 1922, and operated as such until
1931 ), He advised that the CABA, could regain its own alliance.




2¢= Br. Allen =

(2) that the International Federation considers the AAU of C.merely
a "super-imposed organization", and not the "nationally independent basket-
ball association of Canada", and that the F.I.B.Fe. (above) desires and will
affiliate with the REAL basketball organization of Canada.

I hawe also reason to believe that the AAU of C, has also an
alliance with the AAU of USA,, and that under said alliance, the AAU of USA,
will refuse to permit basketball teams under its Jurisdiction from playing
basketball teams under the jurisdiction of the Canadian Amateur Basketball
Asgociation~ unless we rejoin the AAU of Ce and submit our 20,000 odd members
again to the top~heavy and inadequate financial machinery of that body and the
interference of outsiders in the promotion of our game, I further understand
that the alliance between the two countries is subject to cancellation on
thirty days'notices I am quite certain that it will be useless for me to
apply to the AAU of USA, for an alliance on the basis of our rigid adherence
to the amateur principles of the past and rigid control of intermnational com-
petition as well as recognition of one another's suspensions, etce., because
the AAU of Ce and that of USA, are so closely allieds Hence I am appealing
to you to find out if there is any possibility of an alliance between the
CABA, and the nationally independent basketball organization of the USA, If
the International Federation which controls the basketball playoffs at the
Olympics is satisfied, I cannot see why the basketball association of your
country should not be also, Further, It seems to our officials unreasonable
that baskethball should not be able to progress without political interference
from organizations not at all interested in our game beyond the monetary re-
turns from our membershipe.

Incidentally, I may add here that the large bulk of our players
DO NOT play in any game or sport under the jurisdiction of the AAU of C, In
Canada, the Canadiam Amateur Hockey Association, also a nationally independent
organization, has this year withdrawn from its alliance with the AAU of C,,
and there is now only ONE SPORT- lacrosse, still allied . The AAn of C, is
really now chiefly govermning individual sports,- track, etc.

lir. Jones in his letter tells me that he believes that there
is a movement on foot in USA, to form a nationally independent basketball
organization, the same as the CABA, is im Canada, and that there have also
been formed similar bodies in Argentine, Brazil, and some European countries,
I shall be pleased to hear from you whether this is true.

letter

May I ask, Dr. Allen , that you place this/in the hands of
whoever is chiefly responsible in USA, and attempt to give me an early reply.
Please understand that what the Canadian Amateur Basketball Association is
trying to do is to get control, absolutely, of its own sport, and take it away
. from the financial restrictions and the political intrigue of the AAU of C,
We believe this we have a right to do, and that the AAU of C., should not be
able to wield an axe against intermational competition to force us to remain
under their control,.

Last year, our Olympic team, Windsor, entertained your champion
USA, team at Windsor in a seriess This year the Windsors were defeated by
the team of the University of Brirish Columbia at Vancouver, B. C. Would you
please advise me if your champion team is interested in a series on the
Pacific coast, when, and what is the estimated guarantee required., If at all
feasible, I would like to institute an anmual international series.

Truasting that I may be favoured with an early reply, - one as

encouraging as that received from lr. Jones. i
Sincerely yours, W}Pmaidm‘b.

WHWH.S



