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' BASKETBALL BODY MEETS

| tant legislation on the docket, the

e e

Rules Committee to Announce

Decision on Changes Today |

With little in the way of impor-|

basketball rules committee of the
United States and Canada opened
its two-day annual convention at

the Hotel McAlpin yesterday. The
session was only for members and
the results of the committee’s de-
liberations will not be announced
until today, after the election of
officers for 1939-40.

Among the proposals up for con-
sideration is that of Forrest C.
(Phog) Allen, University of Kansas
coach, providing for the raising of
the basket from its present ten feet
to twelve feet. This move is rec-
ommended by Allen on the basis
that it would reduce the tremen-
dous advantages now enjoyed by
teams which have skyscraping
players.

The twelve-foot basket and sev
eral backboards of radical design
were tested last night at New York
University’s School of Education
gymnasium in Washington Square
for the benefit of the rules commit-
tee. One of the new banks is con-
vex in shape, with corners curved
in four inches from the center. The
others are designed io eliminate |
space that iz seldom used for shoot-

ing, with the idea of increasing
spectator visibility.
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ing rules.

unabridged form has become in a
remarkably short space of time

the most popular sport in the
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- tion lawyer
Dr. Naismith, to referee a
_ game with any
confidence, they are starting in
on the basket and the backboard.

Since a little after Dr. Naismith,
the game’s inventor, had his boys
popping away at a peach basket,
the target has consisted of a plain
iron ring stuck against a flat,
square backboard. |

But last night the visiting rules
surgeons sat with gleaming eyes
through a demonstration of three

course, impossible,
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1939-40 Basketball Rules

The National Basketball Committee of the United
States and Canada met during May to formulate
rules for the 1939-40 season and to outline plans for
the 1939-40 season and to outline plans for the
collection of statistics and the coordinating of ex-
perimental work for the new season. In the course
of their meeting they attended a demonstration of
modified backboards which had been erected at the
New York University Gymnasium by the Fred
Medart Company of St. Louis, Missourl.
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PRESS COMMENTS ON

New Backboard
Impresses Cagers

NEW YORK, May- 2.—&)—Members of the basketball rules
committee have their heads glued together in a local hotel room at
the moment, swapping stories and thinking up changes in the play-

The mere fact that basketball in its original and more-or-less

new streamlined backboards, one
of them boasting more curves
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