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| May 9, 1939

To lembers,
National Basketball Committee:

PLELSE ANSWER

the diagram below is an attempt to crystallize the sentlments expressed by com-
mittee members relative to a modified backboard. The cut-out below the basket ring
is contingent on developing o basket which will fasten to the lower edge of the

board with braces to the 3 inch fly.

As a puide for cxperimentation and for inclusion in the almanac section, would you
sanction such a size and shape?

T . S At o v EalEieEpel

TO KEEP YOU POSTED

lhe mditor and Secretary labored in the wee hours in the days following the meet-
ing to fit the jigesaw modifications into a bug-proof picture (We hope). Copy for
the summer school edition is now in the hands of the printer. In ten days or

two weeks, each member will receive book with the ink still wet,

* * X *

No special effort is being made to advertise the summer school edition. FEach

member may choose to pass the word along to coaching schools in his locality.
Would-be purchasers may write the National Federation, 11 South LaSalle ®t.,

Chicago. The price will be 20¢ per copy or ¢l.65 per dozen copics.,

* k X *

The Play Situations Book will be readv about Junc lst.

Yours truly,

Az

secrctary




ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
NATIONAL BASKETBALL COMMITTEE
OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

McAlpin Hotel, New York
Mey 1 and 2, 1939

Members Present:
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John BUNN. ecocossssscsensssassssssssStanford University, Palo 4lto, California
FOrrest CoXsssossssssssnstsasssassnssColorado Universl ty, Boulder, Colorado
SWMMOY A, DOl@sseccscssesscssssssscssComecticut State College, Storrs, Connecticut
He Ge O1lSONaccosscasscescsssssesssedOhio State University, Columbus, Ohio
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H, Hoe Salmon, Jlececccssceccssssssssd0 Wall St., New York, New York
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llember et Large:

O0SWE1d TOWEreesssoescssssssssssssscsAndover, lMassachusetts

Representing the National Federation

M, C. Cunningh@mMe.eeesecesssssssssesHigh School, Desloge, lfissouri (NOT PRESENT)
Frank P. Maguire..eeeeseesssssssssssDopte of Public Instruetion, Harrisburg, Penn.
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Floyd A. ROWGeseesseessessesesesssssBoard of Equcation, Cleveland, Ohio

Representing the Y,.lM.C.A.

Johtl BromfsssscsssssessscssvssssonssssOBl Madison Ave., New York, New York
J. Mark Goodeeesoscccsscsccessssssssdun=-Gazette Co., Williamsport, Pemmsylvania

B, J. BlokOXesssessssnssscsnassnssssapringfleld Colle e, Springfield, Massachusetts

Representing the Canadian l.A.U.
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J. H. CrotkoPecsosscossssisnsssnssssssUBiVOrsity of Wgstern Ontario, London, Ontario,
' Canade.

Representing the Canadian A.B od,

A F. JoffOroSSeceesescsssssssssssseslld Carrick Ave., Hamilton, Ontario, Canada



" MINUTES OF MEETING OF NATIONAL BASKETBALL COMMITIEE
OF UNITED STATES AND CANADA HELD ON MAY 1 and 2,
1939, AT MCALPIN HOTEL, NEW YORK

The 1939 annual meeting of the National Baskotball Committee was held at the McAlpin
Hotel, New York, on May lst and 2nd.

Goneral Plan of Sessions

The sub-committees met in informal session at 9;00 A.M. Monday, May lst. The first
formal session opened at 10:00 A.M. Monday with Chairman H, H, Salmon presiding.
Other sessions were held Monday aftornoon, Monday night and Tuesday morming.

Monday night the committee recessed for an hour to attend a demonstration of baskcte
ball backboards of a new size and shape and with a convex surface. Thesc boards had

boen erscted at the Now York University Gymnasium by the Fred Medart Company of St
Louis, Missouri,

Synopsis of Reports

THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE authori,ed the seating of members as listed and reportis
W3 I'C hcard.

REPORT OF SECRETARY: Tho minutes of the last mooting werc approved as mailed. Tho
Secretary rcported on the general nature of committec activitics since the last
mecting. The methods used in making up material for the guide and for tThe play
situations book were outlined. After sanction by the Exccutive Committee the
National Foderation published o coaching school cdition of the guide which was
arailable about June lst. This book was not gonorally distributed but was used by e
numbor of coaching schools. 229 copics of tho book were sold for this purpose and
tho National Fedoration paid tho usual royalty of four cents per copy for such
hooks. Attontion was called to the desirability of continued action by tho com-
mittoe in directing trends so that thoe game may kcep pace with improvements 1in other
fields, snd in coordinating the experimental worl: which is being done by groups
throughout the country. Attempts should also be made to constantly improve the

code itsolf by clarifying and amplifying disputed sections. Such work can be
directed through study of requests for interpretations on different sections of the
rules and of the results of the comprehensive examinations which are given by ver-
ious groups to their registercd officials.

sttontion was called to statistical blanks and data showing the effect which tThe
1938-32 rulec changes have had on the game. Such work included tests to determine
the best bouncing reaction of a ball, to determinc the best size of ball for various
age groups, to determine the part of the backboard which is actually used, to find
how much usc is being made of the four-foot end space and possibllitics in various
proposed modifications in timing mcthods. '

A comprohonsive questiomnaire, based on experimontal work which was sponsored by the
committee, was widely distributed end carcfully tabulated.

Continucd progress may bc promoted by making cortain cquipment or procedures Op-
tionally local until such time as it scems dosirable to make them compulsory. ."A
socond way to promotc progross is for tho committce to designate certain groups as
oxporimontal groups to try out modifications which tThe committec may think dosir-
able but which they would hesitate to immediately put into the rules.



Page two -

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BASKETRALL COACHES: Tho recommendations of the National
Lssociation of Basketball Coachos were prusented by Clair Boe of Long lsland

University. They wore:

1. A captein shall have the option to decline any free throw and choose instead to
toke the ball out of bounds at the side of the court ncarest te the spot of The

foul. The personal foul penalty shall be charged to the offended. Rules
15, Scetion 13B

In c~sc whore a foul is penalized by two frec throws, the right to doclinc any
froc throw shall obligate the disclaimer to docline both free throws. Rulc

15, Scction 13B

o, In ensc of o throw for the basket and a foul by the defense, occurring simul-
toncously, the throw rosulting in a field goal shall count and tho personal foul

shall be charged against thoe offender. Rule 15, Sgetion 13B

3, With a view towards making thom official, tho requirements as to form and mator-
ials used in the construction of the ball, the basket and its rim, the net and

the bank board, shall be standardized. Rule 2, 35, 4.

Each of the end lines shall be four feet bchind the front surface of its

rospective bank board. Thore shall be fifty fcet from side line to sidc line.
ho distance botwoen tho front surfaces of the bank boards shall be ninetTy

CHARTERED BOARDS OF OFFICIALS: Recommendations werc presented by Dr. John Brown,
Jr. These recommendations werc notod along with thosc mentioned in the question-
naire and in the reports of the wvarious sub-committces. 4ll of them wore considerad

in the course of the ensuing sessions. The Secrectary did not receive a copy of
‘he recommondations and consequently they are not included in their entirety in

thesec minutcs.

KEPURT OF RESEARCH COMMITTEE: Roports were made by Chairman and by various mombers
of the Rosearch Committee. Copies of deteiled comments relative to the desirabil-
ity of raising the height of the baskets and of oxperiments with modificd backboards
and basket nots wore distributed to oach membor of the committee and consequently
they are not included in these minutes. Copios of a method for rating basketball

playcrs were also distributed.

Floyd Rowe reported on a study of lighting standards and recommended a minimum
intensity of 10 foot-candle power at 4 feet above the court.,

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE: Tho report of the Publications Committee is included in
the roport on tho businessscssion which appoars near the ond of these minutes.

QUESTIONNAIRE COMMITTEE: Thc.Questidnnairo Committece analyzed the results of the
voting on the various topics included in the questionnaire,

1939-40 RULE LODIFICATIONS

soveral modifications in rules or intorpretations werc made aftor a thorough con-
sideration of all reports and of all statistical data which might have a boaring.
No attempt is made to indicatec which member mede or socondod any motion. In every
case, action was tokon after a motion regularly made, seconded and carried. In
practically all cascs the adoption was by unanimous votc. In no casc was any

change authorizod with less than a throe-fourths majority.















































































