ARK TWAIN AND CHARLES DICKENS, perhaps more than anyone else in their writings,

showed a deep understanding of the ways of boys. They were able, by their genius, to express graphically, these
fundamental truths of character, i1deals and ambitions of boys that we all know of, readily recognize, but find it so

difficult to express.

The success of the Boys’ Athletic League 1s a peculiar
testimony to this; for, from the smallest beginnings, this
organization has grown to such an extent that we now care
for some 3,000 boys, and the number 1is appreciably
increasing year by year. All this, because of the need,
and the financial help we have been able to secure from
philanthropically-minded people . . . people who have an
abiding faith and belief in boys. . . .

People who undoubtedly believe that in boys is con-
tained all the essentials for the preservation of our good
way of life, providing always that those essentials are
rightly nurtured. We say “‘rightly”’ adwvisedly, for we
cannot be insensible to the exploitation of boys, as prac-
tised by those unparalleled criminals, Hitler, Mussolini
and Hirohito, who, knowing all the nobleness of character
in boys, used it to further their own diabolical ambitions.
As a sculptor models in clay, so just as pliable is the
character of boys, and the unscrupulous, if they so deign,
can mold it into any shape, however foul. We in America
prefer otherwise. We—rnightly—according to divine
teachings—give our boys implements of peaceful implica-
tion . . . they give them weapons of war.

We want to send our boys to camp, there to enjoy all
those things dear to a normal boy's heart .. . to swim. . .
to boat . . . to play baseball . . . to enjoy all the bounteous
gifts of nature—the birds, the trees, the flowers . . . rather
than to send them to military camps, there to learn to kill
and plunder, to be tough, soulless and merciless.

They called us “decadent,” but, out of that so-called
“decadence’’ there has gone to war to preserve that
“decadence,” the finest group of boys the world has ever
known . . . eleven million of them . . . the life’s blood of
this matchless nation.

This League takes pride in its own boys who are out
there fighting side by side with boys who had a far better

start in life and who fight shoulder to shoulder, knowing
no distinction and not wishing it otherwise . . . each
wearing the same uniform . . . each offering the same
sacrifices . . . each fighting and believing 1n the same
ideals and each dying for them.

It is for boys, such as these were once, that we ask
your help now, to enable us to show them that America
1s worth fighting for. We want to take them off the
streets, away from their vicious environment, and send
them to one of our camps . . . camps that bear favorable
comparison with any in this land. For there they will eat
wholesome, well-cooked food, served to them at regular
hours, 1n an environment of refinement and cleanliness;
there they will bathe in a clean, cool lake, and enjoy every
indoor and outdoor activity, under the guidance of coun-
sellors who know of their shortcomings and influence them
to an understanding of the possibilities of a better future;
there they will practise their spiritual beliefs with a better
understanding, and so learn to have clean minds and
clean bodies. They will lead orderly lives, with every
comfort, unknown to them. As a consequence, they return
to their homes determined to overcome those handicaps
that are the accident of their birth.

In asking you to contribi te to a boy’s better future we
ask you also to bear in mind how much boys mean to the
future of our country, and how much our country must
mean to our boys, and so to believe, that, given the
opportunity, boys of lowly birth who suffer every hardship
will rise above it.

To send a boy to camp costs $20.00 for two weeks,
or $10.00 for one week. Will you invest in the future of
America, and, above all, will you give a poor boy a
chance for a little happiness now and a chance to become
a worthwhile citizen of America?
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