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A STATEMENT ON THE PLACE OF PHILOSOPHY
IN HIGHER EDUCATION*

HE Southwestern Philosophical Conference, a professional so-
ciety whose membership is drawn from the departments of phi-

losophy in the principal universities and colleges of the South-
western states, has completed a canvass of the courses of study
in liberal arts colleges in six of these states. The Conference
takes notice of certain tendencies affecting Philosophy and the
liberal arts curriculum as a whole, tendencies which we believe to
be detrimental to higher education and to which we respectfully
invite the attention of the educational authorities of this territory.

First, there is a neglect of philosophic studies in a great many
of the colleges and in some universities. Studies which, though
having a value, can by no means fulfill the role of Philosophy,
have more and more displaced Philosophy. We recognize the
worth of vocational and apprenticeship studies, in their proper
place, and the reasonableness of devoting some educational time
to affairs of the present moment; yet all of these subjects are apt
to be rapidly magnified and to occupy presently a disproportionate
place in the curriculum. The liberal arts curriculum, we believe,
18 the principal conservator of our intellectual heritage. It re-
quires careful safeguarding against any tendency that would
introduce ephemeral, meretricious or merely popular substitutes
for the studies which long experience has shown to be the most
effective for preserving, diffusing and advancing our knowledge.
Reconsideration of the educational policies responsible for the
changes which have occurred in the curriculum, especially the
changes which diminished Philosophy to its present position, is,
In our opinion, a serious need.

Secondly, there is a lack of integration of philosophic studies
with either humanities or sciences. Philosophy and Literature,
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Philosophy and History, Philosophy and Science, are mutually
illuminating. The well trained student of Philosophy is likely
to include in his course a large body of subject matter outside of
Philosophy proper. It is a grave error to assume, as 18 SO freely
done today, that youths can gain education by concentrating in
one or two things (including some that contain little educative
substance) and adding at random such tidbits from other fields
as may suit their fancy. The neglect of such essentials as Logie,
Ethics and the History of Thought, and the failure to employ
them at the foundations of the study of Literature, History and
Science, and in the determination of the criteria and aims of
these, will almost certainly be followed by intellectual confusion
and shallowness. If we desire to educate youth to think clearly
and resourcefully and to act justly, we should not omit from their
curriculum the learning which is probably more apt than any
other to accomplish those ends. Facts alone are not enough;
trained reasoning and cultivated powers of analysis and appraisal
are essential. By way of example, we cite the usefulness of Logic
and Ethics in a connection which has recently given educators
noteworthy concern, namely, the endeavor to inculcate a critical
attitude toward political propaganda. It is doubtful that any
study equips a person to analyze arguments, detect fallacies and
see implications with anything like the effectiveness of a well-
directed study of Logic.. Nor does any academic branch equal
Ethies, when studiously pursued, as a means to just and intelli-
gent decisions in matters of conduct. Ideas and actions are likely
to be confused and perilous if they are not informed by the knowl-
edge which critical inquiry, notably Logic and Ethies, alone
imparts.

In the third place, a number of studies now conspicuous in the
curriculum include considerable matter borrowed from Philoso-
phy. While this is in principle sound, if not indeed necessary,
it may also be harmful practically. Unless the student has been
prepared through appropriate philosophie study, and unless those
who teach the subjects containing these philosophic borrowings are
themselves well trained in Philosophy, the pedagogical result 1s
likely to be negative. We find (and are informed that a like
condition is found in regions other than the Southwest) not only
that the students of these composite subjects are very often with-
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out the requisite preparation in Philosophy but that the teachers
themselves frequently lack such preparation. If Philosophy is
worth teaching, it should be worth teaching well.

Although, fourthly, much favorable interest in Philosophy has
been shown by academic officers in our region, in the course of
our inquiries, we find some misapprehension of its nature and
educational function. We have reason to believe that this atti-
tude 1s due to a lack of acquaintance with the philosophic fields
and the place they occupy in relation to other domains of learn-
ing. The introduction of philosophie study, on a proper scale
and under the charge of well qualified teachers, would soon dispel
the errors on which this misapprehension rests.

An opinion that Philosophy is a luxury is also evident here and
there ; likewise the opinion that it is limited in application, hence
not ‘‘practical.’”’” Such opinions, we must presume, are due to an
inadequate acquaintance. The indispensability of Logic to Seci-
entific Method, to Mathematics, to Law and to all thorough rea-
soning ; of Metaphysies to the understanding of scientifie, legal,
moral and other principles; of the History of Philosophy to the
understanding of literature and culture; and of Ethics to the
intelligent comprehension of life and destiny are more than
enough to show the utility of Philosophy. On the other hand,
the true utility of much else now in the college and university
curriculum is open to serious question.

A persistent eriticism of higher education in our time runs, that
1n emphasizing the acquisition of information it has failed to cul-
tivate the powers of reflection; and a great many discerning per-
sons still believe that the aim of education is to make a person
think. Certainly this is one of its aims. What collegiate studies
are the most apt for making a person think? We venture to say,
from our own observation and from the comments of others, that
no study surpasses Philosophy as a stimulus to thought. But
whereas, from this, we should conclude that Philosophy is a requi-
site of all liberal higher education, we nevertheless find it omitted
most of the time. We are well aware that some students evince
little interest in this study, and that their schedules are such that
1f they do not spontaneously incline to Philosophy, they need not,
usually, make any acquaintance with it at all. Something is
radically wrong when a student’s college course does not bring
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him in touch with the thinking discipline par excellence; wrong
with the student or with the curriculum or with the instruection
in Philosophy. (Our data show that of the students enrolled 1n
Economies, History, Political Secience, Philosophy, Psychology
and Sociology, in 25 Southwestern colleges and universities dur-
ing the 1940-1941 session, about twice as many are in Soclology
as are in Philosophy, three times as many in Psychology and
nearly four times as many in each of Economics, History and
Political Science.) |

To the complaint that the curriculum is now so crowded that
room is not available for more Philosophy, or perhaps for any at
all, we respectfully answer, and urge, that the importance of those
studies which Philosophy comprises is so great that a well con-
ceived liberal arts curriculum cannot afford to omit them, nor can
it afford to relegate them to a minor place. Some of the typical
curriculum is undoubtedly padding: subject matter so light that
it could profitably be condensed to a fraction of its present ex-
tent; duplicated matter, both within a field and in fields apart;
matter of doubtful worth and fitness for the curriculum of quali-
fied college students. If this slack in the curriculum were taken
up, no longer would Philosophy have to be left out, or be sub-
ordinated, as now, for want of room.

Our inquiries brought replies from presidents, deans, depart-
ment heads and professors expressing deep indebtedness to Phi-
losophy in their own education, and serious concern as to its
present status in the curriculum. Even so, many of these edu-
cators are either excluding Philosophy from their own students
or restricting it to a very few. State and local superintendents
of education, to whom we also addressed inquiries, were unani-
mous in the opinion that Philosophy 1s a valuable asset to any
high school teacher and that the lack of it among the teachers at
present is deplorable. Yet we know that very few, if any, of our
teachers’ colleges give training in the subject, and that teachers’
colleges elsewhere, when they do teach Philosophy, seldom engage
persons having proper philosophic preparation to teach it.

We think it appropriate to observe, finally, at a time when
education is more criticized than perhaps ever before, that the
educator’s task is not merely, nor even primarily, to train for a
trade. Even less is it his proper task to put youths indifferently
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through a mill in order for them to obtain a superficial title to
favored employment. The well-educated man or woman, whether
fortunate or unfortunate in the occupation he or she follows, is
never without intellectual and spiritual resource ; and a good test
of the quality of the education we are giving will be found in the _
reaction of our pupils to adversity. On this test, a considerable
portion of higher education in recent years is a lamentable failure.
We note that many who draw books from public libraries and
who have suffered in the depression, have been turning to Phi-
losophy in their choice of readings. Those who had charge of
higher education would have served the needs of all such persons
better if, when laying out the program of their studies, they had
given them more opportunity to acquire Philosophy. We also
observe that compilations of the great books of the world, such
as are placed before the educated public from time to time by
crities, scholars and men of affairs, invariably contain a quite
large percentage of works on Philosophy. The ratio of Philoso-
phy to other subjects in these listings is approximately the inverse
of the ratio of Philosophy to related subjects in the curricula of
the Southwest. We believe this indicates a false direction on
the part of our educational program and a need of prompt and
vigorous corrective measures.

The Southwestern Philosophical Conference is prepared to sup-
ply information and counsel to institutions that may desire (1)
to introduce courses in Philosophy where none exist; (2) to re-
consider the position of Philosophy in relation to other subjects
In the curriculum; (3) to strengthen existing Philosophy pro-
grams, either through reconsideration of their content or by
giving assistance in finding the best available personnel for con-
ducting instruction in Philosophy.
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647 WEST 58T STREET TERRACE

KANSAS CITY,MISSOURI

December 11, 1941

Dr. Forest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Friend Doec,

Will you be kind enough to reserve for me, six
good tickets for the University of Oklahoma basketball
game to be held there on January 6th? If you will
kindly leave them at the box office, I will pick them
up the evening of the game, whén I come up.

Yes, you did a marvelous job on that leg, because
I hunted for three days without any 11l effects.

After I got through plaxing handball the other
night I had the "rubber-upper" at the Y.M.C.A. give

me an alcohol rub, and we were talking about you. Hg
said, "Boy, if I only knew what that fellow knows."
With best regards, Doc, and thanks again.

Cordpally yours,

TR

CM:MC






MARIE McMORROW
828 EAST DRIVE

OKLAHOMA CITY
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wr. Dan MoGuire, _
Berkeley DPally Uazette,
Berkeley,

lear Mr, HoOulre:

- Dr. Prank NMerren Smith, of 2816 Heligass 8%., Berkeley,
California, enolosed a olipping from your column in the Berkeley
raily Gazette as of December 13 and also your Docember 18th con-
R I was rather interested to lesim that it is your thought
that hardly o day goes by without the suggestion of some change
or other in basketball, and also that it was your conception that
I had completely ruined football es a major sport at the University
of Hensas. -

The fact that I played football and later coached 1t at the
University of Zeansas when we tied Nebraska 20-20 in 1920 is rather
interesting end sawmsing to me. On tho Yonday morning following
this game in 1920 the students subsoribed $160,000 to build the
stediun that cost $060,000. I had charge of the drive, and for 18
years I was direotor of athletics here at the University of Haneas.
1 have coeched besketball here for 26 years, and only in the last
four vears have 1 over received any compensation for xy ccaching.

ty end his eims end purposes regard-
are students in the college or
yther nembers of the faculyy.

I em elways heppy to think of such young men as Dean John
Bunn, of Stenford University, former basketball coach at Stanford,
Kanses-Nebraska game that day. Coach Artimr "Duteh™ Lomborg, of
Northwestern University, was the other g of the foothall
teem in the same game in which John Bumn participated. DBunn was an
engineer and lLonborg was a lawyer. Neither one of them followed
their training in the University so far as the technical instruotion
was concerned, but both men took their places in leadership, and
after all, in my opinion, that is the function of the University -
to teach students to find sources and to develop leadership.

- Since I believe in the freedom of the press I have no
oriticism at all of what you say, and I had hoped that you had the




T had the pleasure of speaking at Cape Girardeau, Missouri,
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 Vith all good wishes, I em

Sincerely yours,

Mdmm&mhmwnmm
Varsity Dasketball and Basecball Coashe




‘Hiss Joan MoFarland,
¢/ ¥oParland "Rexall® Drug Store,
Topekn, Kansas. _ .

Dear Jean:

ﬂ:atiokm.twmmnylleﬂ
Wingate, six of them. There is also
for youe. IttlnbowMimted.

umxwwmmwmm '*
for the seasson to you, but them I thought perhaps there might be
some gawes that you could not attend. mthntm',ifymwuld
let us know then we could use the ticket for scmeone else. But
we hope that you can ettend all of them. Fach game the ticket
will be lef't at the ticket office for you, or perhaps better still
we could twn over all the tickets to you and if you found that
you could not attend the games you could mail the ticket to me
mlymhaoﬂmtumldmoitmmelu. There is
such a dearth of seats that we do not have enough tickets to go
-mm.mm“tmmtmumt;gnmhﬂ-uu
sathnldofthntt.’mknt.'

one in

I am sorry that I did not get To see you to tell you goodby
last Wednesday noom. lowever, I trust that you have entirely re-
covered from your cold and that you are feeling your old good

gelf again.

GiwwkmdmtrmmmMIymwllth-htI
an anticipating seeing them Tuesday nights

With all good wishes, I am

Very sincerely ym,

_ Director of Fhysical Education and Reoreation,
FCA:AH Varsity Basketball and Baseball Coach. .



Erl M bm.

Sports Desk,
The Des Moines Regutar.

your office to say haua, but ho told me that you were
covering the Wisconsin-Iowa game at Iowm City.

I want to take this means of thanking you for
the nice words you had %o say in your colum as of January
8th. Lester Suhler, our alumi president at Des lNoines,
sent me the clipping. Also, I had breakfast with Bill

Willians at the Harvey louse in Kensas City on my way home
fmm.mbmﬁmmcolm.

i So here's thanks e thousend for those mice
wordse But best of all, it is the friendship beck of the
*ﬂug*MtIappmuﬁommmwm.' j

| W mmtmmm.mmym
good family, Im

Sincerely yourl.' ’

Director of Physical Education and Recreation,
Versity Basketball and Baseball Coach.

FCA:AH












Dre, Fe Ce Allen
Athletic Office
Lawrence, Kans,



Dear Dre

1 want to thank you for sending me a copy
of the "convocation letter",. F-did enjoyg it
so much. I hate to bother yoli#igain but did
you remember to get the four tickets for the
Towa State game? .

I hope Mrs. Allen is feeling better again
and I will see you all at the next game,

Thanks again for seeing about the ticketse

Love
Jean






647 WEST 58T STREET TERRACE
KANSAS CITY,.MISSOURI

March 7, 1942

Dr. Forest C., Allen
University Of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Doc:

It must have been inspiring to see so many
people who wished you so well, Even those,
Doc, who are in bitter disagreement with you

have to admit that you are solid gold.

There is one thing, My Friend, that I would
council you about, Remember, you are not as
young as you may feel at times, I found just
the other day that I could no longer play three
or four games of hard singles at hand ball,
I've had to cut it down to one or two games

of singles because the old zip won't be there

the next day.

Doc, you are a tradition at Kansas, Be sure
to take care of that old body of yours so when
my boy comes to Kansas in seven or eight years
you will still be in shape to give him the ad-
vantage of your association.

God Bless you, Boy.

Cordially yours







West Salem, Ohio
March 6, 1942

Forrest Co Allen .
Head Basketball Coach

Kansas University
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Forrest:
---I have written an application for the publicity

position at K.U. Phog, but Fred Ware has informed me thatl he -
dién't believe that your University int-;ended to replace Horace
Mason.

I believe that you know the value of publicity, Phog,
and also that you know if a Univer'sity' s athletics are to

attain the heights that it should in the public's and high

sport aficial's eyes, it must have an advance man.
I assure you that'if I secured the position that the
Jayhawkers would receive more publicity than they have had

before,

I have written the President of your University -
giving names of men who can recommend me for publicity work
that I have done, smong them Fred Ware and John Bentley, whom

you knowy but as yet I have not received a reply.

Could you clear up the situation a little for me?

Sincerely}
Mack McGinnis




