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EDWARD J. HICKOX, SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE
SECRETARY-TREASURER

March 11, 1940

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
c/o University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

My dear Dr. Allen:

I hope that you did not misunderstand my tele-
gram of Saturday suggesting that it might be possible to
secure the president of Ohio University as a spesker at
our banquet at Kansas City.

tthen I received your letter Saturday morning
stating that you were under the assumption that I was to
secure the speaker for this banquet I was not a little
surprised. 1 had written you several weeks ago stating
that if you would accept the appointment, I would gladly
leave the selection of the speaker for the banquet entirely
in your hands. I suggested also that you secure some one
from that territory that could do us a good job and in
thls way the expense would be minimized. You indicsted
in your communication of Saturday that you have tried
several men and that they are not availsble for this date.
My suggestion of the possiblity of our president was due
to the fact that the time is now so short, and I was just
reacning for the last straw as I saw it., 1 feel now that
the matter must be left in your hands just to do the best
you can. I do not know any one other than men from this
section whose expenses would be too large for such a trip.

You suggest in your wire of Ssturday that I
talk the matter over with my board. As you know our
board is scattered all over the United States and to get
a vote from them would take entirely toc much time to
give a person sufficient time to prepare to talk on this
occasion. wWhat would you think of Jimmie Counselman,

former director of football at Washington University,

St. Louis, Mo.? If it is entertainment they want, I think
he could do & good job. I hope that you will be able to
think of others and will be able to select a man. Whoever
you select will be entirely satisfactory with me.

I will forward our program to you within the
It locks as though we might have Saturday

Could we arrange for some sightseeing

next week.,
afternoon free,
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EDWARD J. HICKOX, SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE
SECRETARY-TREASURER

Dr. Forrest C. Allen Page 2 March 11, 1940

tours for that time? ¥Then I forward the program to you
you can see for yourself the amount of time we should

have left.

Looking forward to seeing you on the 28th,

1l am,
Very truly yours
«
N3 i b '
Grover, President
BTG d



November 8, 1938

Mr. H. G, Olsen

Department of Physical Education
The Ohio State University
Columbus, Chio

Dear "Ule:™

Thank you very much for your letter of
November 5. I am glad to see that the plansg for the
national basketball tournament are crystallizing. I
~shall be very glad, as 1 wired you yesterday, to act
as chairman for the eighth district. Would it be
possible, however, to choose more than two represen-
tatives for my committee? You see, the eighth district
covers so much territory and so many different types
of schools that it is hardly posslble to get adeguate
representation without enlarging the committee,

In addition is it possible for this com-
mittee, when it is selected, to make 1ts own decisions
concerning the method of choc&ing a district represen-
tative? The feeling here now is that it may be desir-~
able to have a tournament for this purpose.

1 shall await your declsion on these two
noints before taking any further steps. HMay 1 also
suggest that a date fcr the final play-off be set as

soon as poesible?
With best wishes, I am
Very cordially yours,



THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLUMBUS

DePARTMENT OF PHYsICcAL EDUCATION ;@

L. W. St. Joun, Director
e ‘r“ a November 5, 1938

W‘”

Mr, John W.
' / Dean of Men
. Stanford University

Stanford University, Calif.
i

»y Dear John:
N _
I am enclosing a brief outline of the plans for the basketball

y tournament as we have been thinking about them. Please give me the benefit
of your reactions to the seme.

I very much hope you aren't so tied up in your new work but what
you can agree to serve as chairman of the selection committee in district
#8 and I would hope that you would not only agree to serve but that you
would select two men to serve with you on this committee Just as soon as
possible, because the sooner we get going on this job the better chance

we have of making it a fine tournament.

If you will pardon the suggestion as to the makeup of yocur se=
lection committee, I would suggest that it might be smart to pick somebody
from the Northern part of your distriet, somebody, for example, like Fred
Bohler and then someone from down around the lLos Angeles area, This se=
lection committee, as you no doubt understand, will be charged with the
task of picking arbitrarily on the basis of records and, perhaps, personal
observation by the members of your committee, the team best qualified to
represent district #8 in the play=offs and, of course, the more standing
your committee men have personally, the better the chance that its se=

lection will be well received.

There is a disposition on the part of the committee men in several
of the distriets to put on this selection committee one newspaper man and
I see no objection to such a procedure, provided the selection is a good
one. Of course, if there is one newspaper man then by all means the other
man should be definitely an N.C.A.4., man, although not necessarily an active

coach of basketball.

I will hope to hear from you by wire that you will act as chairman
and I should like to have you also wire me the nemes and addresses of tThe
other two men you select to serve with you just as soon as you have made

your choice, because I want to release any publicity regarding tournament
plans from here just as soon as the committees have been set up in all the

districts.

With kindest regards, I am
Ve

y_sincerel ours,

. - [/ ’ :

4 G« Ulsen

Chairman, N.C.A,A. Basketball
Tournament Committee

HGO : M

p.S. Please give my very best to Everett Dean.
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NeColiafia BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Sueh thinking as has been donc up to tho present time with
respect to the N.C.A.A. Basketball Championship Tournement has bcon

along these linese.

1. Therec should bc a sclection committec appointed in cach
No.CoA.A, district. This committec would be charged with the responsie=
bility of selceting thc bost NeColele toam in that district. It socms

that wherever possible this seleetion should bo made arbitrarily witThe

out any play=offse

9. Whon the tcams to represent cach district havo been selected,
the teams roprescnting tho four districts Bast of the Mississippi River,
that is, districts 1, 2, 3 and 4, will get Togethor at somc desirable
point to play a four tecam straight climination tournament o decide the
toam which will go into the finals to mect a team similarly seclected
from the four districts West of the Mississippi. These two toams would
play a final gamec for the N.C,.A.i. Basketball Championship of America
at a place to be sclocted 1ateor. Tho roason for such a curtailed progrom

is to kcop at o minimum tho objections which will always be raised %o

any postwscason play by individual schools or conferenceses

The plan briofly outlined above, it is felt, comes closest
to eliminating such objcctions as Time away from school, otce, and can

boe carried out with a minimum of travel expenses



THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

COLUMBUS
DEPARTMENT OF PHYsicAL EpucATIiON
L. W.ST. JDHN, Director Apri 1 19 ¢ 19 39

ure ForreS'b Cl A:l.].en.
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear "Phog":

I am anxiously awaiting your letter with the report
on what the share of the N.C.A,A., will be in the play=off in
your district. Unfortunately, we are in desperate need of
that contribution in this tournament set-up inasmuch as there
was no overage at San Franciscoj; the Bastern play-off was a
little behind as well as the finals in Chicago.

Unquestionably we have to have another set=up next At Au il
year so as to insure financial as well as attendance success. /Jl/
The more I think about it the more I am convinced your suggestion | ~ ~
of Ransas City is the one to which we should turn. i T

At any rate please get that check from Cklahoma just
as soon as you can and send it on to me so I can make my final

report.
Kindest regards.
Very sincerely yours,
Ly
He Go Olsen
HGO ¢ Basketball Coach
Air Mail

Special Delivery



THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

COLUMBUS
DEeEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION
L. W. St. Jonn, Director AP ril 3, 1939

Dr, Forrest C. Allen

University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kanses

Dear ™Phog":

I am enxious to complete my report as Chairman of
the Tournament Committee at the earliest possible moment.

Won't you please contact the man who has in his care the
net proceeds from the play=off in District #5 and send me,

Just as soon as possible, the proceeds which are coming to
the N.C.A.A, on the basis of 20% participation as mentioned

in my previous letter to you? Would be deeply grateful if
you could hurry this matter up as much as possible.

Kindest regards.

Very sincerely yours,

o P

He Ge Olsen
HGOsM Basketball Coach

Air Mail
Special Delivery
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SPALDING SALES CORPORATION
ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT 219 NORTH BROADWAY
SPORT CLOTHING OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.

April 28, 1939

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Sir:

Replying to your letters of Epril 26, to Mr., Bus Ham

and Mr. Earl Jones, wish to advise that during Mr. Jones
absence from the city My, Ham asked that I kindly send
you the attached itemized statements made out in
longhand covering your expense account to the National
Intercollegiate basketball tournament in Uklahome City.

Thanking you kindly, we are
Yours very truly,

| A- x. Spalding & Bros. DiVo
Spaldin Sales Corporation

e
(CWleeae (€
Secretary - M‘/
, (

EJ : LC



UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

COLUMBUS
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION
L. W. St1. JonN, Director December 6 , 1938

Mr. John Bunn

Dean of Men

Stanford University

Sten ford University, Calif,

Dear John:

I am still waiting to hear from you regarding the makeup
of the selection committee from the eighth district. I very much
hope you can get this to me before long so we can make an announcee
ment regarding the entire committes.

I should like to get some information from you just as
soon as you can get it to me = first of all, if we were to set the
dates of March 10 and 11 for the play=-offs at Kansas City, granting
that Wé can get the big hall there, would those dates be okeh with
p y L. the people in your distriet? In other words, will they have come

i b «+4v Ppleted their regular schedules prior to that time? Second, whet is
ﬁ’ your idea as to the proper place and the proper time to hold these
‘7 ,play=offs? 1 have indicated the dates of March 10 and 11 at Kensas
s City because it seems those dates are the only ones on which we could
' U:}j get the big hall there. Now if it were to be held some place else,
say Los Angeles, some other dates might be available. I am somewhat
hazy about this whole matter and wish you would give me some guidance
if you wille I rather feel that Kansas City in many respeets is the
ideal spot, however, you may feel that these games might better be
played in Los Angeles or that they might be played in Denver, despite

the handicap of altitude. Please let me hear from you concerning this.

I have just had a call from "Phog" Allen at Lawrence, Kansas
and he tells me that C. &. MeBride is willing to boost the N.C.A.A,
Tournament, although he doesn®t want to do so if it means any particular
"fight" this year with the tournament which they have already set up
for Mareh 13«18. He does feel, however, that the N.C.A.A. Tournament
is & very proper one and one he would like to help put across. He has
agreed to serve on the committee in the fifth district with Allen,
George Edwards and John Truesdale. Now that "Phog" Allen's committee
is all set up yours is the only one that we havent't organized so I
very much hope 1 can hear from you very shortly both as to your come
mittee appointments and as to these other questions which I have
reised.

One thing more « at our annual meetings in Chicago last weeke
end, we secured the promise of the Western Conference coaches that if
it should develop that one of the Conference teams should be selected
To represent the fourth distriect, that they would cooperate wholee
heartedly and compete, and in addition to that the Western Conference



December 6, 1938

directors agreed that if a Conference team would be selected that they
would make it possible for them to compete by modifying the present
limitation which they have on the number of games to be played by Cone
ference teams. That clears the decks for us in this district. I am
very hopeful that the Bastern Intercollegiate League will take a similar
attitude and I wish you would take steps at once to see if you can get

a simila itment from the Pacifiec Coast Conference. If we get all
thesé big conferences behind the idea we can unquestionably "go places”.

Very sincerely yours,
> G
s o i3
He Go QOlsen
Chaiman, NOGOAOA.I Basketball
HGOsM Tournament Committee
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Chalrman, NCAA Basketball
Tournament Comitiee,
The Ohio State University,

Daar QOls:

_ This will acknowledge your letter of Merch
21fﬁ in connection with the trophy for the western playe
of' T,

1 suggest that we leave this in the hands

of the Expositions They are interested in using sonew-
thing which will commemorate the Failr. You willl recall
that we had some conversation sbout this when you were
~out here. In the contract, which is just now in my hands,

we are making a provision for the selection of the trophy
subject to the spproval of our comiittee. I would suggest
that thils 1s a better way to handle the affailr out here.
With respect to the finals in Chiecage I think
1t would be fitting te use the N.C.A.A. design. I would
also think thet it would be wise to give each member of
the team a memento of the oceasion.

~ Since writing to you concerning the size of the
squad I would suggest that woe make this uniform for both
the play-~offs and the final. If we do not then it will
mean, in particular with respect to our western representa-
tive, that three members of the party must be detached bhe~-
fore going to Chieago.

We have run into some difficulty here in the Vest
concerning our tournament, b By
resulted in a tie which necessitates a longer season.
cannot, of course, change our dates of March 20 and 21.
am sure that some solution, even though it will not be the
most satisfactory, will come out of it.

With best wishes, I am

The Pacific Coast Conference has
I

Very cordiua.ly yours,

John Bunn,



THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

GeorGe W. RiGHTMIRE, President
DEPARTMENT OF PuYsiCcAL EDUCATION

L. W. St. Joun, Director _ COLUMB US
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)3 nmkyouwrymohforymwmnm
letter of February 28, Immmalurlynwthmmt
Ididnotlmowhofom

ImtﬂingwuambmnmdwlmmtI
| mwmmeo'ou" Olsen and to the members of my cormittee.

~ Imlmﬂntyoummgponibhmtho
way of photographs and publiecity as soon as we make any decision
on Tuesday afternoon. Then after the play=off, or during that
ﬁm,wvinplmtogiwyonwmmuhhphyupmth-
wimner that is selected, so that your California newspapers will
have all available material for their publicitys I lmow how

mwhmc;nﬁm:pamminﬁuuyofwbmﬁymdph-




| ., S0 it looks like we have just got too meny conflicts, but

I think things

will shape up in a few days, though, so that I will be able to be

more definite in my selection of

‘-"‘.ul.'

With all good wishes, I am




STANFORD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF MEN

STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA

February 28, 1959.

De. Fo G, . Allen,

Director of Physical Education,
Varsity Basketball Coach,
University of Xansas,

Lawrence, Kansas.

Dear "Doc":

Your letter of February 23rd is most enlighten-
ing. I can see now why the differences of opinions have
arisen at a time when presumably all problems were settled.

I have been working under the assumption that our general ,
committee was fully appraised of all procedures and deliber-
ations and that final decisions had been made only after all

had expressed thelr opinlons.

It therefore gseems advisable that Ilgive you a .
full account of the conference with reference to the Western
play-off. I was interested in this event for San Francisco :

for several reasons.

§ EA San Francisco newspapers have been interested
in a college tournament for some time. 1 knew
we could get their whole-hearted support.

2 ét'he fair would make such an event a "matural"
for this year.

3. ©Slnee the final would certainly be somewhere
in the middle west, 1t seemed loglcal to
Spread the two play-offs.

4. The tournament here in the we st will be one
of the greatest boons for our basketball.

i

5 The traveling distances, as we figured them,
would not be any greater to San Francisco
than to K. C. or to Texas.

6. To hold the tournament in the ‘rmiddle of the four
districts would introduce the altitude element,

which might prove somewhat of a handicap.



STANFORD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF MEN

STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA

February 28, 1939.

Dr. F, O, Allen,
Page #2

7. In San Francisco there would not be any
interference with any other tournament.

All these reasons seemed to weigh logically 1in
favor of San Francisco and were, I thought, sufficient for

finally placing the tournament here.

With reference to the date, because of the custom,
since the Pacifiec Coast Conference has been divided 1into a
northern and a southern division for basketball competition,
of a final play=-off for the championship of the whole confer-
ence, our season has never been completed until around the
middle of March. The schedule in the northern division, due
to its geography, will not permit a much earlier finish.

This year the final play-off is scheduled for March
10, 11 and 13. Therefore the earliest possible dates for the
western play-off would have been on lMarch 17 and 18. TWe first
set the play=-off on these dates and then were forced to change
to March 20 and 21 for reasons that will follow.

Since the tournament was in its first year and was,
therefore, somewhat of an experiment I wanted to make sure that
it went over successfully from a financial aspect at least. FIor
this reason we solicited the Fair officials for the purpose of
cetting them to sponsor the event. This they agreed to do.

The agreement set-up was that the Fair would under-

write the event to the extent of paying the expenses of the
four teams, plus an option of 50% of the gate after all expenses
are paid. Expenses in this case, in addition to the traveling

expenses for the teams, were definitely defined.

Mr. Olsen and myself in conference with Fair officials,

and after consultation with the president of the N.C,A.A., set
up the following arrangements for expenses of the teams:

1. Railroad fare and pullman on a second class
basis for a party of 1lo.
TV
o, $3.00 allowance per day,while en route.
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3. $5.00 during residence in San Francisco
throughout the time of the tournament.

After the arrangements were made it was found that
the dates of lMarch 17 and 18 would conflict with the 6-day
bicycle race. Since the bicycle race dates were subject to a
season schedule it was not possible to adjust them to the tourna-
ment dates. This left the alternatives of running the tournament
on an independent plan in the Civie Auditorium or changing the
date to avoid the above mentidned conflif . The latter seemed
to be the better plan so the tournamentsawere moved up to March
20"'210 |

Now we are going ahead with arrangements on this
basis. As soon as each district picks its team I hope they
will rush to me full publicity material, together with a good
supply of pictures. T can get some good hotel rates if the
teams will all stay at the same place. However, unless I am
directed by each team to make reservations, these details will
be left to the individual teams. Arrangements for practice
courts can also be made if the desires of each team are made
known.

1 am sending a copy of this letter to each of the
districts west of the Mississippi with the hope that this will
serve as a general information bulletin concerning the western
play=off. I hope that this information, in turn, will be passed
on to the teams that are chosen to represent the districts.

Very cordially yours,

CC to H. G, Olsen - J. We St. Clair -
Willard Witte and W B. Owens

JB:B



ijemberships Dr. F, C. Allen, University of Kansas, chairman;
C. E. lMcBride, The Kansas City Star; John Truesdale, Grinnell Collegej

George R. Edwards, University of Missouri.
The chairman appointed Mir. Edwards as secretary of the committee.

Prcliiinnry discussion centered around the decision of athletic

authorities of the University of Missouri who had just announced that the
Missouri team, co-champions of the Big Six Conference, would not be permit-

ted to compete in post-season play. Missouri's withdrawal left three other

fifth district teams whose seasonal records qualified them as candidates

for selection as district representatives. These teams are; the University

of Oklahoma, Oklahoma Agriculture and lMechanical College, and Drake Univer-

sity. The first is co-champion of the Big Six Conference, and the last two

tied for first place in the Missouri Valley Conference.

HINUTES OQF THE MEETLNG
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The chairman reported in detail of his efforts to obtain the
feelinss of the various schools and conferences toward a district elimina-

tion tournament, and the moves he had made in administration of the play-off.
reed, without vote, that three teams only were worthy of considera~-

tion but that none of these had made such an outstanding record that it could

"That

"~ Motion made by kr. Treesdale and seconded by Mr. Edwards.

the Fifth District representative to the tournament in San Francisco be the

Hotim pﬂl-&.ﬁ-

© winner of a three-game play-off.”



Motion made by Mr. Edwards and seconded by lir. Truesdale: "That

this play-off be held on a neutral ¢ n tk ioma; the selec-
tion of this ecourt to be made by the chairman after further personal investi-

gation.”

. It was decided that the committee should pick
o 1ist of six competent officials. This list is to be submitted to the
coaches of the teams involved who are to rate all six in the order of their
preference.
the highest rating and complete necessary arrangements as to the appoint-

is to select the two receiving

From these ratings the chal

ment of the selected men. It was agreed that the game officials should be
paid the fee regularly given for conference games—$20.00 and necessary
The list to be submitted by the

penses for each game they work.

ommittee chairman consisted of
Parke Carroll, Kansas City, Missourij Ted

whoma ; Carl Sears,

0'Sullivan, Kansas City, Missourij; Earl Jones, Tulsa, Ok

It was agreed that admission costs to these

ference gemes. A resume of charges which have been made during the past

season indicated that the average has been 55¢ for general admission and 75¢
for reserved seats. The committee set this schedule for any or all play-off

games.
Game ball, Big Six games have been played with sewed seam bas-

ketballs while Missouri Valley Conference teams have been using moulded type
and seconded by lir. Edwards, "That both

balls. Motion made by Mr. Truesdale
types of ball be used in play-off games-—each ball being used for one half,

The cholce of which half either type is to be used belongs to the team

winning in the toss of a coin." lotion passed.
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The official basketball rules as adopted by

the National Basketball Committee shall govern the play-off games. Rule 8
Section 1 provides that by mutual agreement between teams a game may be
played in quarters., This option is set aside by the committee and all

play-off gemes will be played in halves.
It was moved by iir. McB
airman should act as administrative head of the

play-off., He is to select dates after conference with all authorities
involved; to attend to details of promotion; and to make any decisions

necessary to the smooth operation of the games." lotion passed.
It was agreed that in the event one team withdrew

after the drawings were announced the play-off would be conducted between
ng the names of the

the two remeining teams. The drawing

teams in a hat together with a blank slip. The drawing was made by Mr.

MeBride. As a result of the draw the first game will be ‘ between Drake
lahoms Agriculture College. The winner of this con-

George R. Edwards, Secretary
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