Janusry 13, 1939

The H,C.,A, Basketbs1l Tournsment Committee has
official iy designated San Francisco se the plsce for the
western play-off for dletrieots 6,6,7 and 8. Thie play-
off tournament wil! be msnsged by myeel!f ae chsirmen of
the eighth distriet. The “an Francisco FPair is eponsoring
the event. They have underwritten ithe full expenses for
all the teems which will compete in the tourmament. In
addition, fifty per cent of the net progeeds will acerue
to the sceount of the F,0.,A.A, M)l details wi:l te sent
to you at a later dsnte.

The tournament wes originelly scheduled for
March i7 and 18, but becsuse of comp iecstions, has been
shified to the dates of isrch 20 snéd £1. Condueting the
tournamsnt on these dstes, first of the wesk, will nscgege
8itate, according to our sstimate, vne d:ys lees absence
from sehool for the fartheet travellinz teams., For this
reascn I hardly feel that there csn be any objssiiom to
p sying at this tims, These later dstes, howevser, are
sucject to the spproval of ithe tourcsment committee, but
I anticipate no difficulty in this resoyset.

fhere is greetl onthusisasm for this tournzment
hers. A new paviliocm is veing built on Tressure Igland for
sporte. This will hoid in excesge of twelvas thoussand
epectators. The newspajpers are thoroushiy behind the
whole plsn. Ve can depend on thaeir whole-hearted support.
In eooperation with he mmblicity side of thie project,
will you plesase send me sach wask nevs gtories of the
outatanding tes~s im your distriecte, 20 that we may stert
from the very bezinning of the season to build up interest
in the popular sutrants for thie tournament snd the Paraon=-
alitlies, o.acher and piayers attached to theza different
orgonigationst I will need your 190 per cent soopersticn
- if I am to furnish the newspspers with the desired publicity
meterial, In addition, if there 2re sny newe items which
you think pertinent in this ¢ nnsetion, nlesss do not
hecitate to send them 2 onge. It would seem to ms that et




the start it would be vaiusble for each distriect tc send in

& statement concerning the probable strong teams in the area,
with ipformetion about each. This, thea, easn de followed

up with the reocrd of results that ocour during the seasson.

I am counting on your cooparstion in thie respect.
Very gordis.ly yours,

John Bunn
Daan of Hen
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April 30, 1940

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

pear %pPoeehs

This will acknowledge your letter of April Z25. The re-
commendation of our Tournament Committee with respect to the
division of receipts from our NCAA tournament and the disposi-
tion of the money which would go to the NCAA is still very clear
in my mind. The letter which Olsen sent to each of the district
chairmen this season contained a part of this recommendation.

oince receiving your letter I have taken occasion to dis-
cuss in detail this whole matter with Bill Owens and also to go
over carefully the executive regulations of the NCAA. I find that
the regulations of our Committee are in conflict with the regula-
tions of the Executive Committee of the NCAA in these particulars:
l. Funds may not be earmarked for any specific sport. Boxing, in
the past, has requested the same arrangement as contained in our
recommendation to the Executive Committee. <. No sums from the
income of tTournaments or meetls may be allocated to the Olympic
fund, except as the Olympic Fund Committee with the approval of the
Executive Committee may direct. 3. Funds may not be pro-rated to
competing tTeams except for actual expenses. 4. All funds are sup-
posed to be deposited 1n the general fund of the NCAA without any
restrictions or reservations pleaced on them.

In view of the above, I can see how the Executive Committee
did oppose our recommendation. It is my guess that our recommenda-
tion, unfortunately, has never been submitted to the Executive
Committee. This, of course, is a weakness on our part and leaves
us open for criticism. It was my impression that our Basketball
Rules Committee was given a full report by the Tournament Committee
and that they approved the report. However, I have been unable to
find any minutes substantiating this recollection.

oince we have sent out information to the schools in the NCAA,
and particularly to those which have competed in the tournaments, I
feel That we will be placed in an embarrassing position if the NCAA
Executive Committee does not permit us to keep faith with these
schools, in spite of our negligence. It would be my opinion that
unless the schools concerned would recognize our error and agree to
abide by the regular NCAA rules, we should make a disposition of our
funds for this year in accordance with Tthe recommendations which
were drawn up by our Tournament Committee, and that hereafter the
whole matter should be cleared through the NCAA Executive Committee.



Dr. Allen: #2

Bill Owens, while pointing out the NCAA regulations, main-
tains an open mind with respect to the whole matter and is eager
to have representatives from the Basketball Committee present theilr
case at the next meeting of the Executive Committee. It seems To
me that this is a very fair procedure, and I suggest that it Dbe
carried through in accordance with Bill Owens' recommendation.

You may recall that I was not in favor of the pro-rating of
moneys to the competing schools over and above their expenses, but
that I agreed to the recommendation in view of the fact that we
were attempting to offset the influence of the Madison Square Garden
and the Liston tournaments. It was our feeling that when we had
defeated these two projects, then we could make other adjustments
of our finances. I still hold this opinion.

Now with reference to Kansas! competing in Madlson obqguare
Garden. You know, of course, that I have never concurred with your
views or those of the Big Six Conference on the matter of competi-
tion off of the campus of one of the competing universities. Madison
Square Garden represents the only place that many of the schools in
New York can play. Regardless of the money angle, so long as ex-
penses can be paid and so long as the games are conducted on a high
plane, then I can't see how anyone could object to such competition.
My Stanford team received much better treatment in Madison Square
Garden then it did in several other places where we competed. JLhe
NCAA has no objection to this type of competition. As & matter of
fact, Bill Owens told me recently that, in view of the fact that
Madison Square Garden represents the home court of those New York
teams, he could see no objection to playing there. I know that
the members of the Eastern Intercollegiate frown upon this competli-
tion and that they refuse to take their own teanis into the Garden.
This is because they have their own courts and also because tThey
look askance at the personnel of some of the teams in New York City.
It is rather interesting to note, however, that some of the Eastern
Intercollegiate teams have played in public halls. I have a Ifeeling,
therefore, that there 1is a bit of jealousy and aloofness behind thelr
reasoning.

Cordially yours,












































































