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October 25, 1940,

From: John L, Griffith, Secretary of the National Colleglate Athletic Assn,
To: The Athletic Directors in the N,.C.,A.A, Colleges and Universities,

Subject: Athletics in the N,C,A,A, Colleges and Universities
and National Defense,

Last summer President W, B. Owens asked Mr., H., W. Clark to £0
to Washington, D,C, and to ascertain, if possible, what was contemplated
or being planned by the Government or the War Department along the lines
of developing a physical and athletic training program,

On October 21st a committee of three, representing the N.C.A.A,,
met in Washington and the members of this committee conferred with indi-
viduals representing various governmental and other organizations regard-—

ing the part that the colleges might play in the efforts that are bheing
made to defend America,

While no one probably knows at this time just what will be
expected of the educational institutions, it seems clear that if the
athletic, physical education and health education departments in the
colleges and universities that compose the National Collegiate Athletic
Association are conductines a satisfactory program, there would then be

no need for the Government or the War Department to improve the work that
was already being done,

It occurred to me that if a report of what the majority of the
memoer institutions were doing or were planning to do by way of assist-
ing in the defense program were made available “to the proper officials in
Washington that these officials would be glad to have such a comprehensive
statement, Therefore, I, representing President Owens and as Secretary
of the N.C,A.A,, am attaching blank with the request that you fill it out
and return the same at your earliest convenience,

On September 18th copies of a resolution adopted by the N,C.A.A,
Executive Committee on September 6th & 7th were sent to all of the
Presidents and Athletic Directors in the member colleges,  Some of the
university and college presidents have gsince then advised that they have
decided to make physical education compulsory for the four undergraduate ..



