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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

HowARrp L. Bevis, President

DEPARTMENT oF PHYsicAL EDUCATION
L. W. St. Joun, Director | COLUMBUS

July 31,1940

Dr. Forrest C. Allen

Department of Physical Educatlion
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

Dear "Phog":

At last I think the date has been set for

% the fall meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Ne Co A. Ae I have the word that they are planning
to meet in Chicago at the Hotel Sherman, September

6 and 7; I also understand they are expecting to glve
some time then to a consideration of the basketball

tournament program. I have written Owens sug esting

that you, St. Clair and myself should be there to

present the tournament picture to the Executive Committee.
I feel 1if we three are there we can get this whole

matter straightened out so we can shart a course for

this next tournament immediately, thus enabling us to

o shead with definite plans in a way we haven't been able
to heretofore. Just as soon as T get further information

I will get in touch with you.

I still do not know what to think about the

eight-team tournament in Kansas City as opposed to the
Bastern and Western play off item. I feel pretty definite,

from & financial standpoint, the Eastern and Western

play-off program offers a good deal more 1n the way

of financial income than if we were to hold the eight-

team tournament in Kansas City. I1If you have any
definite reaction in this matter, I would be glad to
hear it. Have you been able to sound out any of the

men out in your section as to what they think of the
relative merits of the two plans?

It has been terrifically hot here the last

two weeks and I am going back to camp today. However,
any mail addressed to me here will be forwardecd and 1

will be looking forward to hearing from you.

Very sincerely yours,

il

| Ee Ge Olsen
amf Basketball Coach



THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY .0

HowARrp L. Bevis, President

DEPARTMENT OF PrYsicAL EpucAaTioN ) & 22
L. W. St. JouN, Director COLUMBUS

Auvgust 14, 1940

Dr, Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear®Phog" s

I am making a canvass of the members of our selection
committees, etc., plus a number of other coaches, to find out
if they have any definite reaction about the relative merits
of' the eight team tournament as compared with the present set-
up of' Eastern and Western play=offs with the final game between
the two winners. '

I do not believe there is any particular advantage in
the eight team tournament idea. First of all, I think it has
less chance of succeeding financially, and, secondly, I think
the total time away from classes would be greater under the
eight team tournament then it is under the present plan. The
only teams that suffer under the present arrangement are the
two teams who go through to the finals and I have the feeling
they for the most part are rather glad to make a sacrifice of
this kind in order to play for the National Collegiate Basketw
ball championship,

1 suppose by this time you have had word from e ither
John Griffith or Bill Uwens to the effect that they want you
to come along to Chicago for the meetings on September 6 and 7,
I hope to have some reactions from these letters so that we can

dispose of the matter of whether we are going to run a eight
team tournament or continue with the present scheme.

As to the place of meeting for the Basketball Rules
Committese, I have not heard further from Floyd Rowe but I also
registered with him the definite opinion that the Rules Committee
should again meet in Kansas City at the time ofthe N.C.A.A.
Tournament or shortly thereafter. I hate to see Nat Holman
and some of that Eastern gang succeed in pulling the Rules
Committee to New York after the way they selected their place
of meeting.

I am here in Columbus only for a couple of days and
am going back up to camp, but in case you have anything to
write me about, mail addressed to me here at Columbus will be
forwarded immediately. I will be looking forward to seeing you
in Chicago if I don't hear from you prior to that time.




August 14, 1940

By the way, I had a letter from John Doyle, Editor
of the American Sports Publishing Company in New York. He
tells me that Dan Partner's article was too sketchy and sparse.
I am in hopes you have been able to get Partner to write a
better article including more of the highlights of the tourna-

ment at Kansas City. If you are not too busy with things I
wonder if you would follow this up and see that he gets somew=
thing suitable into John Doyle's hands Just as soon as possible.,

Also, was there a N.C.A.A. "A11" team picked? If there wa.s,
please get that into the writeeup.

Very Sincerely yours,

A Ry,

HGOsM "He G. Olsen
Dictﬂ.ted Aug. 13

P.S. By the way, Phog, can you send on to me the final report
for your Western play-off and the final game? I am under +le
necessity of presenting a final report to the N,C.A.A, when we

arrive there on September 6 and, of ecourse, my report will be
incomplete unless yours is complete.

HeGsOo




THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY ok

HowaRrp L. Bevis, President

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION
L. W. St. JouN, Director COLUMBUS

August 16, 1940

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear "Phog":

After the Natlonal Collegiate Basketball Tournament
last season, there was some comment to the ef'fect that we would
be following & better procedure if we had one tournament of
eight teams, representing the eight districts of the N.C.A.A.,
play off at some good spot like Kensas City, for example,
rather than to conduct the tournament as we have been doing
heretofore through a Eastern playw=off and a Western playwoff,
followed by the final game betweeon the winners of these two

tournamentse.

I am wondeoring if you have any dofinite rcaection as
to tho relative merits of the two plans. Tho objoetion to
the proscnt plan, as offorcd by a fow coaches, was that it
moant too much timc away from classcse I am not surc that
this is a walid objcetion, becausc the timec away from classes
would probably bo grecater, on the whole, if wo werc To havo
the singlo cight toam tournamont. Tho only tcams that would
be forcod to bec away from classcs under the present plan would
bo tho two teams who play in the final gamo, Thorc 1s no qucs=
tion but what a single cight toam tournament would be a big
tournament, but I am pretty definitely of the opinion that
such a tournament would have less chance of succcoeding
financially (unfortunately, wo do have to look at this side
of tho picturc) than tho plan we have had in effeect.

Thorce is to be a mecting wvory shortly of the Exccutive
Commitbee of the National Collogiate Athlotic Association and
tho matter of tho basketball tournament will come up for dis=
cussion, I wonder if you wouldn't be kind cnough to forward to

me immediatcly any rcaction you might have concerning the tournom
mcent, It is our honc that we can announce definite plans for

the coming NeCessds Tournament much carlier than we have been
able to do in the paste I am surc you will agree the carlier

wo can mokoe dofinite plans the botter satisfiod a2ll coaches will
bce So wontt you pleasc write to me at once, if you care to
registor an opinion in regard to this mattoer?

Very sinceroly yours,

HeGe Olscn
Chairman, NeC ohely Baskctball
HGOsM Tournament Committeo









The National Collegiate Athletic Agsociation

PRESIDENT HONORARY PRESIDENTS SECRETARY-TREASURER
PROFESSOR W. B. OWENS BRIGADIER-GENERAL PALMER E. PIERCE JOHN L. GRIFFITH
STANFORD UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR CHARLES W. KENNEDY HOTEL SHERMAN, CHICAGO, ILL.
CALIFORNIA MAJOR JOHN L. GRIFFITH HONORARY SECRETARY-TREASURER

DEAN FRANK W. NICOLSON

VICE-PRESIDENTS MEMBERS AT LARGE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Deax L. K. NempLiNGER, Dartmouth College, First District ' ProrFessor C. E. BiLHEIMER, Gettysburg College THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY
Dr. E. LERoy MERCER, University of Pennsylvania, Second District  Director W. J. BincaaM, Harvard University Proressor P. O. BADGER
Dr. A. H. ArMsTrONG, Georgia Tech, Third District Proressor H. H. King, Kansas State College DirecTor H. W. CLARK
Director Fraxk J. McCorumick, University of Minnesota, Fourth Proressor E. L. LArsoN, University of Arizona PreSIDENT T. J. DAviEs

District ' ProrFessor T. N. MErcaLF, University of Chicago Director R. A. FETZER
Dr. F. H. Ewernaror, Washington University, Fifth District Proressor S. C. PALMER, Swarthmore College DeaN L. K. NEIDLINGER
ProrFessor JaMEs C. DoLLey, University of Texas, Sixth District Proressor H. C. WiLLerT, University of Southern Proressor L. W. St. Joun~
RecistTrAR R. E. McWuix~Nig, University of Wyoming, Seventh California Proressor C. C. May

District Stanford University,

ProrFessor C. C. May, University of Washington, Eighth District

Stanford University, Calif,
August 12, 1940

Doctor Forrest C, Allen,
Athletic Director,
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Doctor Allen:

You will recall at the time of our discussion in
Kansas City last Spring, that I suggested that representatives of the
Basketball Committee attend the next meeting of our Executive Committee
to discuss problems in connection with the basketball tournament, Our
Executive Committee meets in Chicago September 6th and Tth at the
Sherman Hotel, I will be very glad to have you attend 1f possible
at that time.

T am also asking Mr, Olsen of Ohio State to be present,

Sincerely yours,

=7 .\

%

W. B. Owens,
President,
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-~ of the Exe

You will understand that I have no objection to the Bastern-Western
play=cT and then the mational, but personally, & big playwoff during Baster
week in my opinion is the biggest thing that eould come to basketballs In
your eircular letter I noted that, of course, you did not mention mgter vacation
‘time, u»s.ntholutormuhd for an opinion, and at the same time
argued against the eighteteam tournament sm, You would lm-cny M an

. unbiased w‘h by tlﬁl procedures _ A

e mmnmxonmmuurmmrwanmmtﬂu
Muﬁncmmmmchiugomﬂmﬁmd7utmﬁhom
Hotels Eonyu '. .

"You will rmn at the time of our discussion in Kansas City
last Spring, that I suggested that representatives of the
Basketball Committee attend the next meeting of our Executive
Committee to disouss problems in connection with the bagkete
m: hu gi2 - Gm' Exeoutive cmwu meets in Chicago
Septenber n Hotele I will be wry
ghd to have yuu tt‘hond *.lt pouiblo at that time.

-"I m also asking lr, Mm of Ohiu sw:o to be m‘ho'

I am *hohﬁ.mthumming.mﬁmampyofwdnto
him and mm Mm to have Mre Ste Claire Personally, I would not want
to take the responsibility of you and I alone doing this job without Saint.
And too, since I have borme the blunt of this distribution problem in my
conversation with lirs Owens and Professor May, I would not want to put myself
in & position of opposing these gentlemen who feel that the /l«Cehsis organizae
tion should have all the moneye In my opinion, this scheme of President
Owens' is doomed to failure and our tournament is whipped i‘wmr. So I
prefer to let them outline their strategy and policy wvather than to have
mooppouit‘boaam I would be misunderstood if I pnmtedthomou I
see ite . _ .

| lf the thmo of us moet togethor we could so ﬁmpar our moning
so that all of us sould be agroed upon the policy presented to the NeCeleds
and no one individual in particular could bs put in & position of opposing
‘the men of high authority. For that reason, I stand on my former statement
that I would mot éare to attend the meeting unless Saint, you and I were there
to discuss the matters in fulleat detail bofou e pmmud them %o the
NeC Mt Mﬂﬁ'ﬂl Comad ttee.

I would have felt very much better hat yoear had I not been represented
by & tsams I could have then without stint of selfishness presented the case
even more vehemently for the teem members who participateds I am not for the
indhidm'ls mﬁngapotnf gold, in fact, I see eye to eye with the officials

yutive Committee having the players assume the role as pot hunter, but
o 4 dom.tm mtm institutions who go to the finals should have their

treasurieés enriched in a small degree because it then gives that sport
prestige with their own athletic comittee and their University. Every adninige
mﬁw of ficer of any institution that I haw talked vrlth thinks that tha







RAVE JUST PETURNED FROM MY COACHING SOTOOLS AND AM DISTURRED REGARDING
MY CONVERSATION WITH JXM ST, CLAIR AT DALIAS, BILL OWEVS WANTED ONLY

PIVE BRSIIES YOU AT CHICAGO AND JTif NOMINATED 1 INSTEAD
OF HIMSELP. AT OUR RANSAS OITY MRETING SUNDAY MARGH TIIRTYeFIRST YOU

SAINT AND I AGRESD THAT IP WE WERE 70 PAIRLY PRESENT OUR CASE THAT THIS
NREER WOULD BE THE MINI:he

IF SAINT IS NOT TO BE THERS THIN I FEEL THA? I MUST DEOLDG DECAUSE HE
IS CRATRMAN AND I WOULD NOT WANT 70 PAKE 7if RESPONSIBILITY WDER THE







Mre We Be Owens, President

National Collegiate Athletic Association
Stanford University

California

Dear President Owens:

I have just returned from my trip to Chicago where we had
our meeting with the hoeutiw Comittee of the NeCeAsds and I find
your letter awaiting me.

- I will be very happy to cooperate with the Nationmal Collegiate

in every way possibles I am happy to comply with your request Noe le
I fear, however, that I would not be a good contact man with AdAUs
~ organizations because we have not had pleasant relations since 1936

when I refused to have anything to do with basketball when it was under
their dominatione This refers to the trip to Berlin, I withdrew and
labeled the outfit as a quadrennial, oceanic, hitchehiking crewe. Doubte
less you could get someone else in this distriet to serve a better
purpose and who would be more harmonious with the AJA.Us than I ame

Yes, I realize that more than 90% of all our Olympic participants
are either undergraduates or recent college graduatess I heartily
agree that the A.A.Ues has assumed 2 lot more authority than they should
possess. When we realize that the A.A.Us does not own a hurdle, an |
athletic field or a single building that is used for athletic participation,-
then we realize their inherent wealnesse The NeCelehe sorves a clientele
so much differently that no like comparison can be made.

I emphatically feel that the college should and must see to
it that qualified men are in charge of the programe You may count on my
active participation but I am afraid that I am not the best man in this
1“11'&? to do this jobe .

Will you please advige me of your choice?

Director of Physical Education and Reoreation
Varsity Basketball Ccach .




The National Collegiate Athletic Asgsociation

PRESIDENT HONORARY PRESIDENTS SECRETARY-TREASURER
PROFESSOR W. B. OWENS : BRIGADIER-GENERAL PALMER E, PIERCE JOHN L. GRIFFITH
STANFORD UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR CHARLES W. KENNEDY ~ HOTEL SHERMAN, CHICAGO, ILL.
CALIFORNIA MAJOR JOHN L. GRIFFITH HONORARY SECRETARY-TREASURER

DEAN FRANK W, NICOLSON

VICE-PRESIDENTS MEMBERS AT LARGE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Dean L. K. NEmbLiNGeR, Dartmouth College, First District ProrFessor C. E. BiLHEIMER, Gettysburg College THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY
Dr. E. LERoy MERCER, University of Pennsylvania, Second District = Direcror W. J. BincuAM, Harvard University Proressor P. O. BADGER
Dr. A. H. ArMsTRONG, Georgia Tech, Third District Proressor H. H. King, Kansas State College DirecTror H. W. CLARK
DirecTor FraNK J. McCormick, University of Minnesota, Fourth Proressor E. L. LArson, University of Arizona PresipENT T. J. DAviEs

District ProrFessor T. N. MercaLF, University of Chicago Director R. A. FETZER
Dr. F. H. Ewernaror, Washington University, Fifth District ProrFessor S. C. PaLMER, Swarthmore College DeanN L. K. NEIDLINGER
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ProrFEssor C. C. MAy, University of Washington, Eighth District

Sept ember 9, 191"0 e

Dr. Forrest C. Allen,
University of Kansas,
lawrence, Kansas.

Dear Dr. Allen:-~

The Quadrennial Meeting of the Olympic Association is scheduled
to be held this November in Washington, D. C. The National Collegiate
Athletic Association is interested in securing the selection of proper
of ficials for the conduct of the Olympic Games, which we assume will be
continued when the present disturbed world conditions are over.

I am asking several men in different parts of the couniry to
take steps to insure proper representation at the Olympic Association
Meeting of the organizations in their districts which are entitled %o
vote. I would like to have you serve in this way in your area. The
important steps to be taken appear to be these:i-

(1) To contact the college conferences which are, or have been,
menbers of the Olympic Assoclation, and urge them to see that thelr dues
are paid, and further to urge them to send a representative to the Asso-
ciation Meeting. Proxy voting is not permitted.

(2) To contact local A.A.U. organizations which are entitled to
vote and enleavor to secure their cooperation in the selection of proper
officials for the conduct of the Olympic program.

As you know, in several of the major sports on the Olympic pro-

gram, college undergraduates, or recent graduates, constitute over 90%
of the competing athletes. We feel that the colleges should, and mus%,

gee to it that properly qualified men are in charge of this program.

May I count on your active cooperation? Time is short and we
mast act at once.

S *iic&felzouizz '

H.‘ B. Owens.
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District
ProrEssor C. C. May, University of Washington, Eighth District Stanford University,

Stanford University, Callf,
September 18, 1940

Doctor Forrest C, Allen, Director of
Physical Education and Recreatlon,

University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Doctor Allen:

I found your letter of September 12 awaiting me on my
return from the east, T was very glad of having the opportunity
of seeing you again and hope that the arrangement we worked out will

prove satisfactory,

I am sorry to note that you feel your inability To serve in
the matter of contacting the local A,A,U, organizations, but I quite
appreciate that some of our most vigorous members have disqualified
themselves somewhat so far as the A,A,U, is concerned, I wish there
were more who had msde the fight along that line, Could you ngest/?
anyone who might be of help in your area as to that part of the
program? If you can check up on the college groups which are
entitled to membership and endeavor to secure as large a representation
ag possible from them, it will be of real assistance,

Thanking you for all your interest and cooperation, I am
Sincerely yours,

TP

W. B, Owens,
President,

WBO: AG

R
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Stanford University,
Stanford University, Calif,
October 11, 1940

Doctor Forrest C, Allen,
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Doctor Allen:

I wrote you sometime ago regarding the election of officers for
the Olympic Association for the next Olympic period. AU the time I wrote
I assumed that the Quadrennial Meeting would be held next month, A check
of the Constitution of the Olympic Association shows, however, that the
Quadrennial Meeting is held the year following the Games, which means that
the next meeting will not be held until November 1941, However, I think we
should regard this merely as giving us a better opportunity to prepare for
the meeting, so I hope you will continue to keep the matter in mind and work
to secure proper representation at the 4l meeting., We will be able to
work out a more complete plan of procedure in the time which it now appears
we have avallable,

I want to thank you for the interest and activity you have already
displayed and urge you to continue your efforts,

Sincerely yours,
/ S —a

W. B. Owens,
President,

WBO: AG
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Ihl.dmtphnned tha"cmdouwﬁﬁngthilymbommﬁu
'mmwomm, but O sent it on to John Ty and I 2ls0 sent &
- oopy of Hharold Keith's commmication on to ire Doyle so I was letting
him lmow there wes quite a bit of objeetion in ineluding all the Ralph
"HomntuffinthofMofthobook. $és.

* Ihwmmmm-.m“yoth:tlhawplmdthnt
you should keep all the gtuff I have sent jous I have learned that
Dre Keene would be away on & veoation during the sumer and I thought
- 4t would be better to communicate with him during the school poriod
than at presente I do kmow that there are many mediocal men who are irate
regerding the fast break game in basketball, That csused me to
dmlwmmmmmmplamomtmw
hearts of the youngsterse The circular goal causes the focus of the
-activity to be toward the center of the goal, thereby causing the ball not
to go out of bounds, By this method the hall is kept in play and ball
mamgmmﬂmgmmmmmlommtmm
ﬁth thc mount of shﬂ.m:)g back and forth reduced omiéarably. .

| % Mmmrtot}mgro‘butofﬂmﬁhyaioiwnmthem‘bbmk
- Ilmmll of the opinion that the rotation of the center Jjump by having a
Jumping order the same as wé hdve a batting order in baseball, may be the
logical solutione Certainly we should consider the poasibilify of taking
the ball from out of bounds fram after & zoal and putting it in place
- at the division line as one of the possible sclutions for slowing up this
.htetie game that is causing much exeitement and too much unfavorable
ooment towmrd the game, Basketball is too good & geme to drew all
ﬂm fire of the criticts Ve should be able to lessen the fire of
eriticism agningt this game becsuse it has too many educationnl qualities
to bn aubjacted to this machine gvm.ng by the medical profmaim.

Imnhm,Imﬁedupinnmsof'm&Lmtm
yau elurmdnkforthhmrmddappmuu your checldng
'-"ﬂmﬂmarw.olo,mdifIMwmtsmitIummy
untteudﬁahimapoucml lemrmdmmttohimmbutthowht
forﬁm elin f”f'monoi‘aa mnyevihaspouibla, ag I see ite

I an lﬂ.ving with my I’amny to drive to louisville to visit my
&Wmdwlm, and then I may be oalled to Chiecago on
September G and 7 to moet with the NeCeleAe Executive Committees e

have not ironed out au of our dlfﬁoultiu mpr&ng toum:m pos-
' libmmo | | _

s Itructyouhaw hadawryplmtmerandtm'byoum feeling
_IW}CQM Somewhere in my agenda I have a letter eonseining the politice
oftheBiM and the NeCelele, clce Imnt youtolmmImatly app'anil‘bc-
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July 26, 1940

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Phog:

Replying to a couple of your letters, wish to say first of all,
that it looks as though the vote is againet you for the meeting
place next year, I haven't announced it yet, but it ie four for
New York, one for Kansas City, and I am not voting.
Confidentially, I talked to Saint about the situation, and I
have written to Olie, After I hear from Olie, if he has any
strong prejudices in the matter, I think I will take the
liberty of using some of the material in your letter and re-
canvass the committee in regard to the meeting, I am sure you
appreciate the necessity for abiding by the majority opinion of
the board in regard to the date and place of the meeting,
Incidentelly, the time is set, Everybody agreed on that, As
indicated, however, I will try to handle the situation, if it
requires handling, when I hear from Olie, as tactfully as I
can, and s0 as not to embarrass you, will not quote vou direct-
ly but simply state your viewpoint as though it were mine, if
this is agreeable to youe. |

Now then, replying to your letter with the copy of the criticiem,
wish to say I think that is good stuff, We on the committee know
Tower sufficiently well so that we know he is not hide-bound,
He may be conservative, but he certainly is open-minded and will
take more abuse from the members of the committee good-nszturedly
than any one I can think of, I believe there is a point to the
criticism voiced and for that reason, believe it would be helpful
in making out Guide a better one another year.

I have gone over quite carefully the material you sent me, and
think it is pretty good stuff,
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I am not particularly excited sbout Keene's material, but at the same time,
it does represent a point of view which I believe is deserving of attention,
Later on in the Fall, I shall again canvass the situation insofar as members
of the committee are concerned, see how many have seen fit to reply to
Keene, and try to arrive at a summation of opinion of the committee in

regard to it, At any rate, the criticism was written constructively, and
it seems to me that we should give the case consideration,

I didn't know whether this material you sent me was a file copy. If it is,
I will be glad to return it, If not, I will be glad to keep it, Kindly
let me know what your wish is, Probably a copy of it should go forward to
Keene because I think it has some bearing on his contention., However, if
coples are scarce, I will be glad to send him mine, providing you allow

me to keep it, becavse he is a2 most meticulous cuss, and I am sure he will
give it careful attention and return it,

With personal regards and trusting that the Summer treats you not too un=-
kindly in the way of hot weather, I am

Sincerely yours

FAR :McG ' Chairman



Rules committee, etc,

I have just received a postecard from the
 Townsend Publishing Compeny = = = -
, I imagine you received & similar notice, but
E I mted $o keep ‘you advised of the fect that apparently |

. -they were not successful in putting over the job of pube
- 1lishing their basketball rule guide. This is for your

informetione
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‘ THIS SIDE OFCARD IS FOR ADDRESS

Dr. Forest C. Allen

U,ivessity of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas



Dear Sir L ; e o
Publicaticn of the ILLUSTRATEL BASKETRALL,
ANNUAL Las been postponed until December,
19404 A complimentary copy will be mailed
to ysu at that time,

TOWNSENDP PUBLISHING CO,
New York, N. Y



