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Chairman, L. W. ST. JOHN Vice-Chairman, FLOYD A. ROWE Secretary, GEORGE T. HEPBRON Treasurer, A. E. METZDORF
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio Board of Education, Cleveland, Ohio 106 Nassau Street, New York City 97 Elmsdorf Ave., Rochester, N. Y.

NATIONAL BASKETBALL COMMITTEE
of the UNITED STATES AND CANADA

ANNUAL QUESTIONNAIRE

This questionnaire is sent annually to representative basketball men of the country in order that their views may be

presented at the annual meeting of the National Committee. The Committee will be grateful if you will check these

answers and RETURN THE QUESTIONNAIRE PROMPTLY to

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- . . o S e R e O E O e . - .

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Committee Member or State Athletic Officer whose name appears above will send all replies received up to March

21 to H. V. Porter, 11 South LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois.

1. Concerning center jumps: 5.

a. Do you favor the rule which eliminated the center
jump after a successful free throw? Yes JaStg .

List desirable modifications on reverse side.

b. Do you favor eliminating jumps after a field

goal? YedffiE == No. ¥,
c. If b should be adopted ball should be awarded to
opponent
1. At end of court
2. At end of division line. . . . 8.
3. At the center circle. . . . . . : R . .
d. If present center jumps should be retained would .
you favor rotation of jumpers? Yesfh@®¥
2. Concerning restraining circles: i
a. Do you favor retaining the restraining circles for
jumps at the free throw lines? Yes. JEasads ,/'"
Bt
v
c. If three restraining circles are used would you favor
having all jumps at the nearest circle? Yes®¥s @88 V/
No. .84
12.

T"";? f’"‘
3. Concern‘ﬁg %:el}ule which states that a fumble is not
a dribble (check' one)

a. Present rule is satisfactory. . &%

b. Return to 1934-5 rule

¢c. Allow fumble only before start of dnbble

4. Would you favor removing the restriction on com-
munication by a substitute? Yes $SEF 585

] - [ ] ']

Concerning the three second lane rule (check one)

a. Present rule is satisfactory. . .4

b. Return to 1934-5 rule

Would you favor making the e throw lanes

wider? Yes. ”

If you answer yes, Check

10 feet? . “ 12 feet. .

Concerning the awarding of an additional free throw
for unsportsmanlike conduct for a deliberate or flag-
rant foul (check one) PR

a. Retain present rule. sessss ..

b. Return to 1934-5 rue" g

Would you favor eliminatiﬁﬁq free throws for a
double foul? .. . No.

Would you favor legaliziﬁg a court marking which
would place the end line four feet from the plane of
the backboard on floors long enough to permit this

extension?! Yes.

Concerning High School overtime games (check one)
a. Present rule is satisfactory. . . s
b. Use sudden death method in first overtime . . ..

c. After one overtime, use free throws

Concerning disqualification for four personal fouls

(check one)

a. Present rule is satisfactory . . . ssemes

b. Disqualify on fifth foul. .. .. B

c. Disqualify for remainder of half for third foul in
that half . ¢

If any particular section of the rules needs improve-

ment, give rule and section number. . . . . . .. ... ..

Comment on reverse side.

QUESTIONNAIRE COMMITTEE,
J. H. CROCKER,
E. J. HICKOX,
W. E. MEANWELL,
OSWALD TOWER, Ed:tor,
H. V. PORTER, Chairman

----------------------------------------
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8¢ If © should be adopted ball should be swarded to epponent
 1s At end of court
 New 3 nd Gtates & New York 7

i

45
630
119

J
Total: w081

2¢s At ond of uﬂuim line:
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

BASKETBALL RULES COMMITTEE
Hotel McAlpin, New York, N, ¥,
April 4 and 5, 1936

Members Present:

Representing the N,C.A.A,

L. W, 8%, John, CHAIrmaN....sssssascesesssveOhio Btate University,
Columbus, Ohio

DF. Forrent Us ALLGluccicscninsnsnssnssssneasiniversity or Kalsas,
Lawrence, Kansas

B BT BRI . . s cvinstiieniinsnsstsnsrnandd DIVYIBEITOR U%.,
Brooklyn, New York

.o sssDtanford University

JOhnBunn...".il'l.".‘l'lt'll.._.'..ﬁll
Palo ApAlto, California

HOREY B, TPIBD . iansrsinsnssianssisstsnsessURIVAPRILY 0L Alabama,
Tuscaloosa, Alabama

Yo T DIRNND Ll csssrnnssnavinn Skt aed . ve.eeUniversity of Wisconsin
‘Madison, Wisconsin
JAtE W, BRs UIBIY s svavcunosei st skssssansasbDouthern Nothoaiat UN1IV,,

- Dallas, Texas

B Ba CBIMON, Jlusnssssnsnss chisasensstbssaaii WS Wi
- New York, New York

DI A, FiI00. . s racannstsssnnsasninsenseniversity of Wyoming,
Laramie, Wyoming

Representing the National Federation

Wilsgn COllil’lS........ tttttttttt .li.t.i‘ril..High SChOOl’
Knoxville, Tennessee

He Va POPUO sssrsssscvsnine iR 5 e h ..1l1l South laSalle St.,
Chicago, Illinois

PIOVEO A BOWB G sssséanies RS @ S S L Y Board of Hducation
Cleveland, Ohio

Hl At Swaffieldtéinoﬁc--nii-vtn--t-btotta_il.Higll SChOO]_,
Fairfield, Connecticut

Representing the Canadian I.C.A.A,

oo oo Nty of Western Ontario,
London, Ont., Canada

J: He DPOCERY s s85 AN SRR R R

Representing the Canadian . A,A,U,

Samie]l ROgerS . cisovivn ki sisiibiue i vssesin2lO Contederation LiTe
Bldg.,, o
Toronto, Ont., Canada

EDITOR

OB LA T OWOr o v bessarsncenscsssssnssnsasess ANdover, Massachusetts
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ORGANIZATION MEETING 10:45 A,M, Saturday, April 4, 1956

L. W, St, John called the meeting to order and gave a brief summary
of facts relative to developments prior to the calling of this meet-
ing. He suggested that he had invited the N,C.A.,A., the National
Federation, the Canadian I.C.A,A., the Canadian A.A.U., the A.A.U,
and the Y.M.C.A. to send representatives to this meeting as follows:
eight representatives in addition to the chairman and editor from
the N.C.,A.A., four from the National Federation, one from each ol
the Canadian groups, two from the A.A,U., and two from the Y.M,C.A,
The first four groups had indicated a desire to cooperate on this
basis in the formulation of playing rules and had sent representa-
tives. The A,A,U, and Y.M.C.A., organizations had expressed unwill-
ingness to participate on the proposed terms,

Mr. St. John appointed the following nominating committee to draw
up a slate of officers: William McK., Barber, Chairman, J. H.
Crocker, W, B, Meanwell and H, A, Swaffield.

Motion: Tower -- Crisp: That Dr, John Brown, Geo, Hepbron and A, X,
Metzdorf be elected to the newly organized committee as members at
large or in some similar capacity in recognition of their long service
to the various basketball organizations., This motion was discussed
by various members of the committee and a substitute motion was pro-
posed by Mr, Salmon, Mr, Crisp withdrew his second to the original
motion and seconded the following substitute motion: "That due to

the long and faithful service to the game of basketball that Dr,
Brown, Mr, Hepbron and Mr, Metzdorf be offered honorary membership

on the present basketball committee." This motion was carried.

The nominating committee withdrew and Mr, St, John made some com-
ments. He said in part: "I am appealing to you gentlemen to
function unselfishly in matters pertaining to the rules, You must
forget your particular immediate affiliations and think of all of the
eroups that are affected by the type of game which will Dbe required
according to the rules you set up, You must think in broader terms
than merely for the team in which you are personally interested. You
must act for the best interests of the game of basketball, In this
basketball rules committee we are trying to secure harmony between
a1l the ' groups that are affected and to this end we desire as
members, men who view the game from a broad angle and who represent
all types of organizations that are vitally interested in the de-
velopment of the game, The basketball coach is not always a good
rules committee member. He often has a tendency to view the game
from how a given rule will affect his own coaching and hls own bas-
ketball system., His views are often colored by the effect on his
prospects for next year, He becomes a valuable member only when he
is able to control his individual point of view, In this committee
we are attempting to preserve a proper balance Dby having representa-
tives who view the game from all angles and by dealing with the

gcame as it is played across the country. We hope basketball legis-
lation will be influenced most by the effect it will have on player

welfare., We must also consider the spectator angle and the prob-
lems of administration from the standpoint of the official and of
men who manage the games in schools and other organizations. We must
a1so seek to standardize and simplify the problems of the coach.,”
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Suggestion by Mr, Salmon: That the welfare of the new committee

should be safeguarded by the early adoption of a committee name and
the gsecuring of a copyright on the veribage of the rules as adopted,
This matter was discussed but action was postponed until the execu-

tive session on the next day,

Report of nominating committee: Mr, Barber reported for the nomina-
ting committee, He recommended that the name "National Basketball

Committee of the United States and Canada" be adopted. He also sug-
gested the following slate of officers:

B L ks s niies W BRe SOWN
s R s e sesessls By SALIRON, 9P,
BRRTREIE o i iassisssrsiantsiensiia Vs FOriary
R s sssdsise T RO Ay BOWS
Bditor and Official Rules '
INterPreterc.csccccccecsssssssssOswald Tower

Additional Members of Hxecutive
Committee: J. H. Crocker, H., A, Swaffield, Wm, McK., Barber

Motion: Allen -- St. Clair: That the report of the nominating com-
mittee be accepted and the officers duly elected. This motion was

carried,

Chairman St, John turned the meeting over to vice-chairman Salmon

who called for reports from various organized groups.’ such reports
were received from the Basketball Coaches Association, the Chartered
Boards of Officials, from the questionnaire committee and from the
committee on research., These reports were discussed and filed with

the chairman for use in succeeding sessions.

Mr. Tower read 2 letter outlining some experimental work and giving
detailed suggestions for changes in the rules,

Motion: Porter -- Rowe: That the editor acknowledge recelpt of

this and similar letters and assure the writer that the committee
appreciates the thoroughness of the report and has given careful

consideration to it. The motion carried,

The committee recessed for luncheon at 1:00 P.M,.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

-

The meeting reconvened at 2:30 P M., with H, H, Salmon presiding.

H, C, Carlson, president of the Coaches Association, and B. T.
Grover, secretary of the association, were present to report on the
setivities of their association, They discussed the various recom-
mendations of the association and answered questions relative to
some of them. Mr. Carlson stated that it was the opinion of the
lenders of the association that they could profit during the coming
year by giving a greater amount of attention to promoting a greater
understanding of the present rules and thelr interpretations rather
than to & program which would encourage rule changes. They plan a

program of experimentation for the coming year,

E. C. Quigley, the head official of the Olympic basgsketball games
which were being played at Madison Square Garden, appeared and
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nsked for information as to the liberties of a player when he has
brought a dribble to an end. The chairman called upon Mr, Porter to
discuss this matter and the discussion brought out the fact that the
rules prescribe that a player may pick up the ball at the end of

o dribble even after a fumble but that he cannot again dribble., 1T
was the sentiment of those present that the dribble rule as rewritten
last year is satisfactory and that there 1s no evil in allowing a
fumble &t the end of a dribble any more than there is in allowing a
fumble before a dribble starts, However, it was believed that a
detailed analysis of the footwork during a fumble would be valuable

in clarifying the rule.

M . St. John returned from a meeting of the executive committee of
the N.C.A.A. and advised that that group had passed 2 vote of confi-
dence in the basketball rules committece as now constituted,

The rest of the session was taken up with a discussion relative to
oroposed rule changes. Action relative to this matter is to Dbe
found on attached sheets,

The meeting adjourned at 6:15 and provision was made for the committee
to attend the Olympic basketball games in the evening,

SESSION 10:00 A, M, Sunday, ’pril 5

The meeting was called to order by Mr, Salmon. MIr. ct. John sug-
gested that the rules seemed to be in 2 fairly satisfactory condi=-
tion and that it might be a good plan to refrain from making any
great number of changes., Ie expressed the opinion that what the

came needs is greater uniformity of interpretation and administration
and that he felt that this group would render 2a valuable service 1if
cach member would encourage various meetings whereby uniform inter-
pretations would be adopted by the coaches and officials in the var-

ious sections of the country,

Mr. Tower expressed the belief that there 1is quite general agrecement
on rule interpretations except in a few sections and that in his
opinion the greatest deviation Irom the rules as written is 1n &

few of the eastern groups in connection with the rule on blocking

and screening.

Messrs. Hepbron and Metzdorf appeared before the committee to acceptl
the invitation to become honorary members, to thank the commlttee
for conferring the honor and to assure it that they were ready to
cooperate in every way in further improving the game of basketball,

Most of the session was taken up with a thorough discussion of var-
ious proposed rule changes. The meeting recessed for luncheon at
1:00 P.M, and reconvened at 2:30 to continue rules discussions,

NOTE: The minutes of the executive session on Sunday afternoon were
sent under separate cover,



RULES CHANGES PROPOSED OR ADOPTED

Motion: OCrisp -- Collins: That around the center circle there be

a larger concentric circle with a six-foot radius, this circle to

be a solid linc two inches in width., The measurement should be from
the center to the inside of the arc., The motion was carried,

Motion: St. Clair —-- Witte: That the editor be empowered to make
changes in the diagram on page 2 to conform to the new rules and to
make proper corrections in all measurements to show that these
measurements are to the inside of the various lines, The motion was
carried and the discussion brought out the fact that it i1s under-
steod that the editor is empowered to make changes in the various
sections of the rules to conform to any newly adopted rules,

Motion: Porter -- Bunn: That in case there is a violation of the
restraining circle rule by the opponent of a jumper who taps the
ball in the basket, the violation be disregarded and the goal al-
lowed, The motion carried,

suggestion: The matter of what constitutes legal numbers was dis-
cussed, The sentiment was to the effect that solid block rather
than outline numbers should be used, However, no change in the rule
was authorized, | '

Motion: ©St, Clair -- Rowe: That the clause "nor shall he communi-
cate with any playcr except an official until play has been resumed"”
in Rule 15, Section 2 be omitted and that proper changes in the
questions and answers and in other sections of the book be made to
be consistent with this omission, The motion was carried,

Motion: Meanwell -- fllen: That there be inserted in the proper
place a provision that a substitute shall report frist to the scorer,
then to the official and that the game shall procecd immediately
thereafter, This motion was carried and the discussion brought out
the fact that the note under Rule 5, Section 3 should be changed to
be in accordance with the removal of the restriction on communication,

Mr, St, John suggestcd that a wider free throw line, possibly twelve
feet, would be desirable but that the sentiment as expressed on the
questionneire did not secm to warrant a change in this respect at
the present time,

Motion:; Rowe -~ Porter: That this matter be referred to the re-
search committee for experimentation and a report at the next annual
meeting., Motion was carried,

The matter of various proposed changes in the three-second rule was
thoroughly discussed, herc was some sentiment in favor of removing
the threec-second restriction from a player without the ball in the
half of the free throw circle farthest from the basket, There was
also some sentiment in favor of extending the application of the
three-second rule to & player who was in a pivot post position just
outside the lane and near the basket. The result of the discussion
was 2 majority decision in favor of referring the matter to the re-
search committee for further study,.
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Motion: DPorter -- Mcanwell: That no change be made in the present
face guarding rule, The motion was lost,

Motion: Rogers -- Crocker: That the word "obviously" be removed
from the third line of Rule 7, Section 13, This motion was carried
and the discussion brought out the belief that the secction would be
clarified by inserting a question and answer to show that this may
be a non~contact foul,

Motion: Allen —~- Witte: That the number of allowable time outs be
increased from three to four. The motion carried.,

The matter of having all held balls brought to the nearest of the
threce restraining circles for the jump received considcerable atten-
tion., The experiences of schools on the Pacific Coast, in Utah and
in other sections of the country were cited to show that this seemed
to be desirable. The questionnaire results indicated a majority
opinion in favor of the change, However, there was considcrable
sentiment to the effect that this would not be very satisfactory in
gamecs worked by only one official and that teams might purposely
secure a held ball on certain sections of the court in order that
the ball might be brought to a more advantageous scoring position,

Motion: Porter -- Swaffield: That all jump balls be held at the
nearest one of the three restraining circles. The vote on this motion
resulted in a tie, A second vote resulted in 7 yea and 6 nay, The
discussion brought out the fact that it was not customary to make a
radical change in the rulecs in case the sentiment was so nearly even-
ly divided, As a result, a substitute motion was made by Barber --
Bunn: That the matter. of jump btalls at the nearest restraining cir-
cle be referred to the research committee and that it be glven a
prominent place on next year's questionnaire, This motion was carriecd,

Motion: Meanwell -- dowe: That a note be added to indicate that
when the hands are on the ball that they be considered a part of the
ball and that when a defensive player mercly makes contact with the
hands in such a situation it does not constitute a personal foul,
The discussion brought out the faet that this applies only to the
hands and not to the wrists or arms. The motion was carried,

Motion: Porter -- Rowe: That the center jump after a successful
field goal be eliminated, DBefore this question was brought to a
vote it was moved, seconded and carricd that this motion be tabled
for onc yecar pending further experimentation,

Suggestion: Mr. Bunn outlined experiments whereby the number of hcld
balls was greatly decreased, He suggested that 1f the rule were
properly interpreted that there should bec less than tcn held balls
per game,

Motion: Perter -- Allen: That the editor be given authority to
revise Section 12 an~ 13 of Rule 6 in order that they may be made
more specific and b: brought into harmony with developments in con-
nection with scoring and timing, This motion was carried,
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Motion: Porter -- Bunn: That this committee go on record as favor-
ing experimentation by conferences and other organized groups with
a two-foot extension of the end lines or the further projection of
the backboard into the court., It would be understood that the dis-
tance from the backboard to the free throw line would remain fifteen

feet, The motion was carried,



