PINDINGS, REPORT, AND R.ECOLMENZDATIONS
| RELATIVE T0. -
THE ELIMINATION OF THE CENTER TP

Comnencing with the season of 1935, the Southern Division of the
Pacific Coast Conference has been engaged in authorized research as regard.e
the ellm:l.natlon of the tlp-off 1n actual 1nter-colleg1ate 'olay.

The tern "a.uthor:.zed" is used in order to negative at the outset any
thought- that this nove was lacal or ‘in u.ny way sectional or "insurgent" 1in
its naf:ure._ Before the plan was ever put into effect, Dr. J. Fred Bohler
of the: Va,tlonal Ru.les Conmlttee wa.s contra.cted and, as a nenber of that
body, warnly expressed his approval of the projecte Thus, on April 10,
193)4, ne wrote: "I think it. is a fine. thlng for your group in the South
to give this elinination of" the center jump play a'“trial next year and
I shall report thlc' to the Committee. I an sure that our Comnittee will
be Dleased to get the result of this. exoerment." | And agaln, on April 25;
19315 he wrote, concernlng the Commlttee. _"They Were very happy indeed
to know that. the Southern D1v1310n of the Pacific Coa.st Cont erence was
u.nclerta.lclng sone exverinents a.lo 1g this 1ine and I an su.re they Wlll be
anxious to. -get the resu.lts of your flmllngs." &l

With this 0pen' encoﬁragerhent' fron the rule~naking body, the experi-
nent, as such, was. tried in 1935 with such success that it was carried on
through the 1936 end 193'{ sea.sons. Wlth this experlence as a basis, 1t
seers flttlng the flndlngs a'bove referred to by Dr. Bohler be now nades
They are as follows: -

1le 'Eli‘nination of' Roh Pia' "II:nci“denta.l to the Center Tip‘. |

The element of rough pla,y 1n connectloh with the tip was the moving
cause which led to the nodlflcatl‘on in the flrst place., It was found that
crashing,’ shov1ng, ‘blocking, a.nd otner 111egal contact in connection with
the tip was the rule, ratlier than the exceptions Moreover, that the fouls
actually conmitted were greatly in excess of those detected ard called,
irrespective of the ablllty of the officialse With the ellninatlon of the
tlp, th:Ls ev:l.l has, of course, been entlrely renoved.

5 i 2.' 'Elinlhation'-of-- Held‘"‘el'l:s, '_.Foll_qwin.'the Tipe

When the tip-off wag in use, it wag' f'buﬂd"tha'.t in a great" nany cases
the player securing the ball was immediately tied up by an opponent, thus
resulting in a held ba.ll. - The ‘ellmlnatlon ha.s thus resulted in a narked

decrease in the num'ber of held balls, thus leadlng to less 1nterruptlons X
in the play. '
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« Developnent of a. More Smoot | Continuous e of Pl .

With the center tip in use, . after a basket there is OfneceSﬁlty a lull
in the Dla,y during Wthh the 'ball :Ls retrleved 'by the off:l.c:Lals, the teans
line ‘U.P in theipr cen‘ber t:Lp forHatlons, and the ball is findlly tossed up
at center.: Thl‘s ‘brea.k ifi "the contlmnty and smoothness of the play is enw-
tirely done’ away with where the ball is playetd in without the tip. One
tean scores; the other innediately gssules the offensive and the play goes
on without a break in its continuity." The ball i's not handled by the
official (thls was tried and discarded in 1935) and, hence, a ra.p:l.d.
counter-a.ttack fron the back cour‘b nay be emoloyed 1f des:l.red.
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