4, Developnent of a More Varied Style of Playe

' One criticisn which spectators frequently nake of present day baskete
ball is that is has becone "stereotyped" and in the nain is played on only
one-nalf of the court. Under the elinination, it early developed that a
 tean chead in the score in the second half could expect to have 1is OppOn—
ents play it all over the court., This necessitated the preparation of a
strong back court gane in order to combat such tacticse Further, since
the defenses were schooled to go out when necessary, the use oI such ' tac~
tics at any tine, in order to change the pace of the play when desired, -
has now becone comnone The obvious effect of such tactics being to open
uwp the play, no complaint is longer heard of "stereotyped basket balle"

Ne Eualization' of Ball Possession. 3

11 other thinzs being equal, the tean .
With centers of equal
In the one case; &

~ With the center jump in use, _
with the taller center will generally get the tipe
junping ability, it is entirely a matter of chancee
tean is penalized through no intrinsic fault of 1ts own (precisely as in
the 0ld days a tean was penalized unfairly because 17¥ did not happen t0
have the best foul shooter). And where the jumpers are of equal ability,

the natter of ball possession depends nainly upon pure lucke

The result has been a scouring of 'the highways and byway's for sky=- -
scraper centers who in nany cases (generally, it nay be said, on losing .
teang) are used in the lineup for their junping ability, despite thelr .
lack of skill in the other departments of the gane. Where the tip is
used, this rmust be done. Where the tip is notv used, a tall nan does
not vlay unless he is a basket ball player. The advantage of height
will always endure in basket ball, when 1t 1is coupled with genuine base-
ket ball ability. Where it is not, however, there is no point tO en- vy
ploying it simply for the purpose of protection in a departument of .the
gare which does not truly reflect the actual relative nerits of the
opposing teanse | RCLI TSRS B | e | i

' The elinination of the tip does away with all this. , 4nd, 1n re--
turn, it equalizes ball possession. Every tine a tean scores, the oppon=-
ent is given the opportunity likewise to score if 1t can. Whether it can
or not depends upon the relative -skills of the two tearlse And this, 1t
igs subnitted, is the true spirit of the gane. ‘- |

: .-Asidé' from these considerati:’ons;"_hOw'eir_e'r.”‘ it is undoubtedly true
that this element of equalized ball possession has resulted.in closer
and nore hard fought contests. And this fact has likewigse done a great

deal toward popularizing the elimination.
. be The additior of‘“actﬁél”‘i‘ tinee
 Statistics have shown that the use of the elimination will add fron
six to eight minutes of actual playing tine to each ganes In a gane which,
in Comparison'-wjith Other.'majior sports" iS all tOOShort in. thi'iS-'rOSP”ecti;. . %
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A natural corollary to the added playing tine is the elenent of " ' '
higher scoring per team per gane. In 1934, the last center tip year in
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