| Coaches and officials have another common service
t0 render, in advancing the game of badsketba:.l through
collaboratlon in the promotion .and conduct of internretation
meetings. These should be held in.all sections of the cou:
try, well in advance of the basketball season, and should be
attended by coaches, . officials, s orts wrlters, and any wh O
are otherwise rela ted to the gﬁlc

The rules as adopted by the National Iules Commit-

_r?7.taa should be acceptad as .the official code and particular
aﬁ“-attentlon should be givein to an explanation of the latest

revisions. VWith the coaches teuChln* the game according to

'ﬁ'thc officlal rules and officials 1ntcrﬂret1n@ and admlinl-

‘stering them uniformly, much of the present misunderstanding

o rand dlfflcultj will be cllmlnat

; here thtre is thorough confercnce in qdvance
betwe en th.cce three factors - coacihes, off icials and spon-
sors - and agrcement upon the condltlons and interpretation
ol rules, and where good will prevails., a successful game
or league 1s already assured. In this connectiion, 1. would
like to Cull speclal attention to the 1mo&ratlve nece051ty
of creatlng condltlons which are favorable to the retention
of our most competent officials 1n service.

As the previous speaker stated _”It_is the of fi-
cial whHo will make or break a ball ame.” This 1l1ls surely
true in a certain resrect. L. 1g equally true, however,
that the coach may. makc or ‘break the game, There is a dif-
. derence,. however,, the offlclal has. little:or nothing to do
wilth the terms of engagement of the coach by the instlitu-
tion employing him, lhe coach however, has much to do
with the engagement of the. off1c1a1

Good off1c1als as well as good coaches are abso-
lutely escential for the best. interests of basketball.
Coaches are not dependent uoon the good will of officials
for tenure 6f office but exnerience clearly indicates that
the tenure 0T officialse 1n handling rarticular games,
leagues and tournaments, is dependent upon the good will of
the coaches more than uDon any other single factor.

Becauce OfflClatan is an avocation with the
average off1c1al, as he succeeds in his vocation he igy less
inclined to want to officiate, particularly if the exper-
ience is unpledsant and unsatisfacto PV~ :4bnis obvigus;
therefore, that we should all strive together to study the
role~of the' '6fficial and give him our united support and do
everythlngj which will facilitate the conditions under which
"he may function ‘it hls best, with self- resrect and dignity.
To this end I brlng you the greetlngs and pledge the active

'cnOpcratlon o f the Nutlonal Association of Avproved Basket-
ball officials,

Addrese ;Hven at the.annual mcetlng of
the National ASQ001dtlon of Basketbaill

Coaches, Chlcago I11l.;, March 13, 193?



