BECISION -TO ELIMINATE THE CENTFE
JUMP IS RESULT OF TVWO-YEsR SUEVEY

by George Dal ey
Sentiment among" Eastern coaches énd officials on the
action of the National Basketball Committee 1n eliminating
the centre Jjump excePt on the opening of the gzame and the "7
opening of the second half seems to be divided. Stlll no
c¢riticism can be leveled .at the rule-makers for‘hasty or

ill-advised action.

The decision to make this maJor change 1n ‘the game Was
based on a survey. lasting two years. "It was backed by two-
thirds of the, 1,700 replies by the commlttee to its yearly

rules questlonolre. . & 4k i3
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| The ellmlnatlon of the centre jump is llkely to make _
the game faster and'snells the doom of thorse. phy51cal freaka__.
used by some coaches merely. because of their towering helghts
Tall boys will still have an advantage in Jum01ng for re-

bounds under the basket, but empha31s will no longer be
placed on the¢ bean poles unless. they fit into the gencral

scheme. of the offense.

To me the most 1moortant phase of the meetings in
Chicago was the burylng of dlstrlct prejudices and the open-
minded coO- -operation of the’ coaches from different sectlons
sl fathe country. Heretofore therc has been too much selflsh-
ness in upholding one systom or another, and as._ a result the
game SUffLer from varying internretation, Wthh oaused muoh

frlctlon when 1nterscotlonal games were playcd
. Everett. Morrls, of the¢ Herald Trlbune sports staff

tells me that there was a rcfreshlnv alr of cahdor about the
dcliberations and all secemed to be worklng for the Dest
~interests of thc sport and general standardization. Thls
.rcsulted ihe b clﬁrlflootlon of the¢ controvers sial*blocking

) ﬂ.rulc and paved the way for a unlform.lnterprctatlon of 1ts

,-provlslons.

. The University of Maine last season resumed its basket-
boll relations after a laose of several years., The Pine
‘Trce Staters have a newiathletlc.plant in Jthh they began
the court game Ohce*ﬁb1'*P 1T NE ncw‘gwmna51um 1s one of the
best and most spaolous 1n New Englano
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Bates College, another Maine institution, is also re-
suming a court schedule this season after having abandoned
the sport several years ago. Leslie Spinks, a former Ala-
bama athlete, is coach of the gquintet.



