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| The introduction of basketball intp the Olympic program was & SUcCCecss:
in:many ways. First, 1b”gove~maﬁv’roprooen%ati#os«whouatxended the tournament
an‘opportunity to observe the game and to judge its cualities. oome of the
countries not roprcaontodwby bo&m&-htdwobswr#%rSMbowwotoh thowgﬂmoo. Second,
it: gave cach countrv a chance to .see the game &s pluyed by other nations; 10O ;
note the 81m11orlfloq in style and the points of diffoercnce. Third, 1t helped i
in' the development of an lnternatlonol set of rules, and in the method of oon- :

-

ductlng international contests. : 3t . |

Cwesesoeo oo Fourth, - it-emphasized the -differcences  in- physical.meke~up of the.dif-!
ferent nations. eg: The tallest man on the Philippine team was 5 ft. 1l in., 2nd
the tallest man on the American team was 6 ft. 9 in. K This brought out the fact
that tell men worﬁ‘monopollzlng-the n&me~~ané‘th&t #¥e ghorter roces were handi-

capped. greotlv, not alone in the center jump, but in the whole geme. SO cpparent

WS thls that 2k nosjbeen suggpstod that there be” two olasscs, -‘tﬁo SWOTL and
the toll, - follow1ng the plean of welght divigions used in wrestllng =nd DOXan.
The next Olympics willi bg held in Japen whose men &re less'than A feet, od'wbo
nelghbors; China and Phlllpolnes, also orc_short The only teom.W1+h oxtromoly
tall men was the U.S.A. squad. A.mpdlum.range of from’ 5 ft. lO 1n., t0 . 6°tt. 2 1n.,
was found on teams from.Turkev, Egypt SWltZGPluLd It ly, F ance, and Ce naog; |
Thecse teems have sect their cstiméte of extreme hélght as 6 ft. “'1n.; or ‘190 ¢.m.
Such a limit still would‘be too tall for SLorter teamo, p:rtlculorlv thoso from

Oriental hatlons. st Dim [ ey, | * .
Flftn, 1t gave & splendld opportunlty for the development of friendly

feelings between the men of the teams, as thev workod ‘side by 51de, and yot dld
not try to 1n3ure each other. A fine solrlt of mpOTtsmmnoﬂlD prevailed and was

encouraged by all connootlew1th.the tournament.
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COUNTRIES REPRESFNIED ok
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s The follow1ng Twentv-two nations entered tne Olympl Basketball com
petition: U.S. A., Canada, Mexico, Poland, Japan, CHhina, Philippines, 2

Switzerland, France, Egypt, Gernany, Turkey, Hungery, Uraguay, Brazil,
Italy, Czeckoslovakia, Beigium. ~Esthonia, Pery,-° and Chili. opain entered

a team but the civil war prevented its appearance.
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THE COURTS |
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Tho courus werm outdoors and wore covered'W1tn tho samL surfaco a8

the runnlng traok Tnls was made of & mixture of Sawdust bgnd and ‘anlt. It
resembled Ln,appearance the sand on the seashore that is solla when damp but
powdery when Aary... The surface was wetted down after each game & 1d usually was

in good shope. The main objoo+1on was that the surface gave way beno th the foot
on & rapid turn and made plvotlngimnoh‘morﬂ difficult. There was no covering
over the cour t and, while the weather was fine for most of tho gamﬁs the finals
were played in the rain on & sloppy surf eCe. |

In Berlin there were in thoiRPLSCLPOft Tield scvegxi_pjmn iums con-
nected W1th.the Jahn.Platz and used for the schoel of. phyoioqi educdtion. These
would have mode excellent courts. The schndule hoxevpr hmq h,eo;prearranged

making it 1mD0351ble to shlft events.
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For the basketball tournement there were ‘in oll“sff"oourts, one of
which was larger than the others and for which the bleachers would atcommodate
more spectators. his court was scheduled for use in the semifinals and finals,
but when used for the semifinals in the rain, it proved so pcor that the finals
were shifted to a smaller court. I believe that it weuld be possible to arrange



