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Othcrs invelved in the gfme should beé of mare. ‘S&istanc to the cfficials,
but this-: haspbeen difficult sihce good sportsmanship- ”rdwns upen crltlclsm by
coaches; players, fans, and upO“thTItﬁrS1 Many times a hin% dropped by & coach
that ¢ few decisions have ‘baen wrong is mlalnterpretﬁd by the official who, feels that
his high percen’cagﬂs of corr=ct deecisions have been overiooked.. To aveid this coaches
unlformlly say little and often leave the impression. that a poorly handled geme has
been worked all right. Thus, nueh crltlclsm O$ const*uct1?e nature lhias been lost.

We have giVen~fullfit@vlegiSlationran&'tec1r1{ue but heve fallen down on
administretive features. Lack of emphasis is responsihlei Our discussions have
dealt with rule changes and player performances. IXnough has been accomplished along
these lines to permit a digesting and assimilation o what we now. have rather than
to seek for bizarre and untried changes. Members.of this A55001at10n¢m1ght well
coneentrate on- 1mprOVLng the admlnlstratlon of basketbdll i
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IS BASKETBALL GOLLG BﬁCKWARDS?‘
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o LDuring the: ¢1rst two decades of the life of backetball three organizations;
the A.A.U., the Y.M.C.A., and the N.C.A.A,, independently sponsored the spread of
the' game. FEoch adopted rules fitted to its membership, and gradually these regula-
tions becanme so difféercnt that confusion r01gnﬁd So seriously.wac the welfare of.
hasketbell thro: tened that a compromise was affected by the formation of = . Joint
Rulés Committee with each of these orgenizations equally represented. Ixcept for the
time length- of periods fitted to the yvounger players, the gnme- has boen uniform for
¢ll competition in qmdteur circles since the committee was formed. TD is tniformity
has :been a oontr1bu+1n£ f4ct0r in the treméndous growth of the g;r | 2

From the outside only one ncadent hﬁ“'mﬁr$vd the oppglent harmony ' erong
the rules makers. In the late 20's the representatives of the A.A.U. 2nd the'Y M.C.A.
united to out voie the N.C.A.A. men on the guestion of limitation of the dribble.
- The: announcement : brought protests from the nation's ccaches who hot only opposed the
change but resented such o dictatorial attitude. A coaches indignztion meeting wes
held in Des Moines and @n organized drive to check the arbitrary changes wes in=-
stituted. “From that temporesry organization czme this Association which hes &ttempte€
to cooperate*with the' code d“afters in. an advlsorv capacity. -

Later the high schools formed & “tional Federation‘and united in a demand
for more direct power in the regulation of the most popular geme played by thelir:
students. That they deserved such recognition was so obvious the committee, with e
minimum of public commotion, made places for high sciool representatives by reuu01ng
the number of nenbers from the A.A.U. and the Y.M.C.A., Last year the National
Basketball Rules Committee was composed o$ eight men. from the:N.C.A.,A.; four from
the high schools: :and two eaeh from the A.A.U., Y.M.C.A,, and Canuda.

At the annual meeting of the committce last spring the men from the A.A.U.,
and the Y.M.C.A. "took & walk"™. Then they'met, formed a new National Rules Committee,
and'issued: their own set of rules. A variety of reasons have heen offered for the
rebellion, but the main one seems to be a jealously of the power held by the N.C.A.A.
Coaches, on the whole, kinow so little of the internal bickerings of the rules makers
that they have eviaéed no corncern over revolt, but the pos Slbllﬁtlrb of future troubl:
for basgketbell are’ so great that it cannot be ignored. v

Right now there is only one major difference in the two sets of rules.
The N.C.A.A.-High School rezulations apply the three second limitation to the whole
freethrow lane and circle as was done last year. The A.A.U. ~ Y.M.C.A. rules modify
that section by including only that part of the lane snd cii cle thet lies between
the freethrow line nd the end line. The difference may be important but certainly
is not drzstic eno“gh to justify a basketball civil waa
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