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Ragkaetball and basketbull tournaments as played 1n Indiacna have
bornc the brunt of scveral attacks from more ol less responsible
sources and personages in rccent momkhs, In an attompt to verlfy or

refute the criticisms, the fodlowing questionnalrc was scnt to 108
high school principals and cochecs in all sections of Indiana. Thelr
answers and comments, together with the namc of the high school they
reproscnt, arc given in the following, and the final conclusions arc
bascd upon thosc anstwers and our pecrsonal CXpPOriCnccs.

A summary otatemcnt or o statemont of the findings of this qucstio:
naire should include the subject-mattcr shown in thc tablc on pages

four angd f£ivo.,

Te schools rcsponding to the qucstionnalre meke up an cxcellont
cross scetion of Indiana bacgkctball,

The principals and coachcs from thecse schools crc exporicnccd meNe
Few would qucstion the integrity of these men who arc working with
our Indiana DOySe.

The answers arc statements and opinions bascd upon yoars of
cxpcriences whth boys cnd for DOyS.

™e rcsult is an almost uranimous vote 1or Indiona basketball as
it ig monaged under the Hizh School Athlctic Associatikn rcgulations.
T+ is an almost unanimous denial of physical or noral injury to the
participant by moen who arc not only in daily contact with tho part-

icipants, but who have bocoen participants thomsclvcs.

. eBaskotball in Indiane is playcd as the High School Athlctic
Association intonds that 1t ghall be played; it is not harmful to

the boy cither physically, mecntally, or morally; there 1s no tangiblc
~vidonee that it is any morc harmful than other anthlctic activitics;
attocks arc foundcd upon lack of knowlcdge and goxpcricnec as an
athletc or with athletcs; therc arc long torn cvidonccs as well a
currcnt cvidenccs of boncfits physiceally, mentally, and morally from
baskctball, and if propcrly coached and supcrviscd, thc bonefits will
be oven more marked. Bogketball il Indicna is a senc and sound
activity, rogardlcss of criticism,

A few of tho comments made by principals and coaches will add
m_ oaning to thc above statomontse

'

1ppoblem students have often beon reached by athletics.”

"Just place our high school boys along sidc non=high school bOyS
or non-athlotic boys and notc the aiffercnce.”



