REBOUIID ONCE A MINCR MATTER

Pipes, Posts, Plnlonlng Were Resular Balketball Obst acles
| X g By ARTIU'R SALIPSON

In a dbasketball artlc_leﬂ in . t_he cuir'r;ent issue of a national weekly,
Paul Mooney, coach at Columbia, is quoted as saying that the elimina- -
tion of the backboard would improve the game and restore some of the

- science it has lost in recent years, ,

- Thcn artlcle also said that there no longer was any nlace in basket-
ball for sl’ll"ful and talented little fellows but that the successful
teams were those manned by éxtremely tall r*re"houndq tho could speed vp

and down the court in tireless fashion ﬂ,nd toss a8 st eady b--».r:*ae:e of'. one-

. hand shots through the hoop while on the dead run.

SESEO g Y 4 - stated that there had been a- big. change in the vt*rle of ‘Ms"'eﬂt—
ball in the last five years and that whereas a 11ttle fellcw who could
pivot, fake and thread a needle with two--hand, set—-ﬁhots a8 o valunble

man to have a?'ound a few yenrs ago he. shou"d nlc]' un his mﬂ*bles and
devote' his energy to somé other gome in:this day and '1{"@ | :

In an attempt to provide & remedy fo*‘ t"lp curre,nt ituation,; the
writer quoted llooney., And it annarnntlv was P"ul'% ODlI’llOll chat Pllmln—
ation of the b'LCl’bOﬂI‘d would help cive. ‘rhe 11tt19 fel lo"r 2 c,h'mce '

Greﬁtpr Penalty for Missed ‘Shot | -
There is, no doubt, something: to be sald in faxor of thls revision,

Unques tlonably, the ellnlnatlon of the bﬂcl{bOﬂrd would nlqcp 2 bigger
- premium on accufﬂcy and tafe n*va,; some of the advf ......t, wp tl 19 2 tremely
tall players now have, | A e |
In the hish scoring games that now prevail, ac cura y las been more
and more replac ed by speed, and the result Droduﬂea consi d”"""'blb wild

passing and more then n little wild snootlng, L

The current idea of the-game seeris to be to t‘“row tha b'ﬂl in the
general direction of the goal as frenu@ntlv n g DO S ssible and hope that a
tall teammate will tap home a rebound-if the. baskzebt is missed wi ch the
first shot, And elncp the mumber of rebounds. is de Fir 1telv 1ncr9ﬂss=6 7ith

the increamng number of shots taken at the b= slet, th@ game nas been re-
duced to what some of thé NHew Yorkx bors call “Gcarom

Teor Ellmlnatlon of the brckboard would curtail a big nﬁr00ntq9’e of the
rebounds, of course. A few shots micht bounce off the rim and be tapped
home, but o majorlt" of the misses would snil out 0*" bouris. Thus the
penﬂlty for ullSSl"lg" ) shot “fould be rmuch more.. severe th'm 1t is now

014 Pros Pla.yeri Vi thout Be clf'hoards e |

- . Thether anytalng will come of thls squee,tlon is, Droblpmatlcal Aand
beside the point at this time., The 'haslfetb 11 .rules. commmtee is
hardly lllhely to tamper much with a game that 1s. ‘becoming SO nopu] 'u'
bec'mse of its speed and hesvy scoring; that it.is CI‘P“!tlné" nev nfte
ance records in all sections of the country . excen*' ‘here in New Ensrland

But stressines the point thnt elimination of the backboard would

reduce the mumber of one-=hand, running shots -and hring bpc’-" vThat c:ome

-- conmder the more accurate fwo-hn,nd set. shot r;:rovxdos n, lquf"h

_ _ Basketbnll has been played without baclrbomards. Years s£go the
profoss:.onals nla;ved "rlthout them most of the time, And even "rhere

- backboards were used in the o6ld -days they didn't -always. urov1d€’ much

_ assiqtance since *‘he ke Wnre f'ﬂr 'F’rom uniform in st,I'U.CtU.T’F‘ ::l?F' ﬂnd

r65111ency, 5 s |
Any one who ever saw 0*19 o:f' tho se old-—-tlne nro‘fo-f‘s:.onal é"PmPS
played on a court that laclked bhaclkborrds, 7ill vouch that one hand shots

were just about as cormon =5 they are in the wild scrsmble that is called
basketball today, As a matter of fret, in the old days 1t wmas considered



