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almost o miracle: 1f n, p]fver ever ﬂot two handq fruo encu#h to take a
two-hand shot,. e e s

Actually, it was qulte A, trlck to get one hand loose from the grasp
_of ‘an opponent, An offensive.player 1in those days not only was burdened
“with an opponent on his back but he frequentlv found himself ﬂithout use
of - either arm,

Iucky to Have One Hand Free * B |
_ It ras not uncommon in the days when spm01ﬂl Urof@é%iondl rules 7ere
played around here- to hﬁvo a-teanmmate. pnss you the ball and be hit flush
in the chest with it for the. simple reqeon thqt ‘both of your hands sudden-
ly had beeﬂ'nlnnmd to. your side, And in one pro. gane, we savw the ball
lay unmolested on the floor'unéer one bnsket for severrl. seconds before
a single player. could.broqk away from hls opporﬂnt lone enough to pick it up.

"Mhe new system of shooting with one hﬂnd.haﬂ changed the gnme, " was
one comment made in this article, - ,

'Goodness eracious," as unnniefMﬂc%'wculd.qny in A sinilar situation,
the writer of that plece certainly nover saw a2ny of the b~ sketball games
that were plﬂJPd.arouMd.herP 20 to 30 yoarq a”o 1f he thlnks shooting with
one hand is a new development, TN . |

That was about the only way a player coulﬂ shoot before the rules
were changed to prevent a defensive player from nmeking contact wita an
offensive player, 1If his other hand wasn't alre TaXen's pinned or paralyzed
he was forced to*uqo it ns a buffer to -een the dePHSIVE pquer from
pulling his shooting ﬂrn off at the shoulder.

Ar.d in those days, a player not only had to shoot one handed most
of the time while in the grasp of ﬂﬂ.OpDOﬂentbut the tnreet was not al-
WayS visible or conveniently located,

Baslretball games are played 1n.qu010us ax.d WPll—llPh ed courts for
the most part today. Years ago, they were play ed.lq town hﬂll% churc.es,
school cellars and gymns with low cplllngs. £

Even Spectators PrOV1ﬁod.Cb°tﬁcl 9

Most of the baslzets wmere fastened to WﬂlL y, posts, or balconies,
After firing a ClO“P—HD shot, a player could fiesure on beine driven into
a wall, a radiator or the lwn of qn‘unbosnltﬂblo 5ppctqtor who wasn't ad-
verse to bracing his Inecs to*nrOV1de the first 11n9 of roqlqtpnce.

3 There always goemoﬁ to be certain nlaces on mosf courts where an
lobstructlon.of SOMEe zind blocked the flisht of the shot and in  some ex-
treme cases the ball had to be maneuvered to a definite spot before it was
nossible to reach the basket with a shot of any kind.

There was no 7ild scoring .in those days, The scores ‘2idn't measure
up to the current qtandard.vhlch requires an nddlnngﬁchlno to fisure out
the final total, DBut nlenty o¢ one ;hnﬁ@d.ﬂFo+° were fired at the basket,
1Anﬂ hen they dlﬁn't caron on the ertnrs or hit the low CPlllPF a go0oc
Dercentﬂpe of , them sailed th*01gh the hoon 69%n1tp the obstacles,

. quVPtOﬂll has chrn ed yes, but the blppeqt chqnpos are in the
.fPPPﬁom an offensive nlﬁ"@r has b“C“ﬂSP of legigln tion nnd tho opportunity
he hnv because of 1mnrovod corditions unﬂor‘Whlc1 the gane is played,
lee some of the old thPTS hio used to have to'W1FP]e cut of their trunks
to escape the V1ce~11Pe grasp of an onnonent neek around a. post and then
_SCﬁlo the'ball over a set of stean pines to reﬂcb the bagket, the freedom
and constant condltlons that prevail now and tﬁov'woald.hwvo molested.the
strings as frequently ns the riodern sters, The gﬁmeihqs dnveloovﬁ raplidly
in some voys but the u nCWnnJ abllltv to shoot 7ith one hqnd 1sr't one of
them,,;n.our;oplnlon. |
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