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By EVERLTT ilORRIS
The men who write and do nothing but talk hesketbzll from December

throurh Merch sre split into two camps today, Jjust because Paul Mooney,

Columbin's forthright coach, had an idea, The idea, in case you don't
rend "The Saturday Evening Post," is to remove the baclkboards and return

bastetball to the gane of skill it once was but is no longer, according
to Mr. looney and his amamuensis, Stanley Frank, Fi18

It's about time, says the Columbia coach, in effect, we got riéd of
these dribbinge Carnerss "ho clutter uo the eourt snd who do little toward
nlaying basketball except tep in a rebound oceasionally or tap out &
shot by the opnosition, Elim!.nate“hhe backboord, he says, and you elimi-
nate the rebound: eliminate the rebound and rou minimize the importnonce
of sbnormel height: eliminate abnormal height and you #ive the geme back
to all the boys instead of leaving it in the hands of the few whc heve
overactive thyroid #lands, v B CEIRU00 any To- 3veg el |

At the risk of being called a diehnrd and a reactionary, this ob-
server finds » rood deal of merit in what Mooney says, It's gseltine a
1ittle tiresome to try to keev up with a &rouv of nrancins Gareantuas wro
rush uo and dom the court hell hent for baskzet. The deft f eint the
ouick thrust st an openins, the skill that made basketbrll the greatest
of indoor sames, are commletely abasent except in cases rave anoush to Le
notable, Beskrthall has become ny>toriously rageed, snd heisht moans just

ahout everything,

% %k % = W k % ¥
RASKRTBALL HAS DRIFNDER

A hegetb: 11 fau who has followed the game more than - aquarier of
o ~antur: stens forward to defend the nresrnt style E nlev,

WDon't lev them tell vou the present rome of bosketh: st is &« sissy
sport, or anything like it." writes Lerry Kriecer, "I heve been 2 court
fan more than 25 years, I% wasg ny orivilege o gee the teoms in actior
back in the da s when they vere surned 'oose .n a2 cafe, s TOUr Phila-

delvhis Oldtimer remarbkec, - |
"Bagketball today is mmch fester, -~nd it is ri‘iculors for the Olu-

 timer to clain science hes been removed from “he spurt, Taskethall anc
a1l other sports must be controlled. I am willing %o adm.t thau over-
renlons officials sonetimes sooil the =zume, bt on he whuls I should

say the officiating today ig satisfactory. Vi {4
WThe elimination of the cenier juan has been one of “he greatest

benefits. There is far more speed offe~ed the fans as a mesult, 1 dare
say the nlayers of today are fer fronm boings sissies, as ¢ aimed., Many of

tiie nlayers I saw in action 20 years amo could not izeen up with many oY

the star sthletes of this 2ra," o
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| Annapolis, Dec, 29--(+3 )--Pass the erving tove. to J shnnie Wilson,
Navy baskethall coach--he really has e noan coning, Wnile other conches
scour the hinterlands for nlayers towering six feet seven znd un, Wilson
has to ret alons with youths no more then six feet four. Decruse of

low transoms on shins ‘and pther standard equirment *n the navy, youths

taller than six feet four inches =re berred from tho naval acecemy.
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