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COACHES ARE BLAMED FOR ACTIONS OF FANS

Survey by Basketball Mentors Shows Level of Snortc*mqnshlp Is Set by

2ERET " Inst*uctors_
By JACK MAR"‘IH in PROVIDE CF EWI'&IHG BULLETM

Rhode Island's echools, alone' With those of the rest of the nation,
this vear have launched a concerted. camrmlgn for the improvenent of "smc—-
tator sportqmanshm. | G-enorallj, it seems, the "ay the spectator vehaves
at a basketball gome iq considered, a rpfloctlon of ho": the coach behaves,
This is no nalignnent of the ha.rd—-wor}'lng and worryins mentor; it is the
result of a study siretching over several sensons, nation-wide, and made
by the Nﬂtlonal Association of Ba'aketball GO'lChE”! 1+self no lees.

This National Association has an PtthS comrlit’rep wh ch has conduct-
ed the survey. The Tesults of the survey have been circulated anong the
high school coaches in this Statn through the I“Pdlum of the State Prin-
cipals! Athletic Committee, The ‘DI‘l”ICl'pH.lS do not say the conches under
their Jurlsdictmn must follow the rules laid down; they merely pass them
along as something worth reading end assimilating as far =as possible with-

out too ruch pressure being exerted,
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. Te find that the attitude of the coach on the bench either en-
courages good spectator and player spord srianshin, - ot throws fuel on the
fire of poor sportsmanship, which the Nntional Basl'ot,b'ﬂl Coaches! Associ-
ation is attemptineg to eliminate,! reads the survey: ~"If the coach is in
the habit of mﬂl:ing unconplimentary gestures every tine the official cnlls
a foul on one of his players, then you ®n-be assured that the partisars
of his team will brenk loose in their loud ﬁls'mprovﬂ of =he d. erision.

This CO'lG.lthIl sometimes 1ends to worse siftuations on. the court ». specia-
tors exercise a tremendous 1nfluerlcp in doterrﬂlnlng thP snort smanship atti-

tude, or 1'101" of it, ﬂmong the contestants,
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Well that is rlght in line rith wvhat a lot of the Tollrs closely con-
ducted. with the game herenbouts have said in the past. The officials
themselves haven't been the oaly ones to bl:—me the coaches for the few
flareups which have come in Rhode Island, . Still vou cantt help but con-
sider the fact that the conches, natil onnlly and. locally, have made this
concerted effort to cleamn their own m houses. Perhaps thn referees, who
have loeal ~nd lintional groupin s, too,' could devote some of their time to
looking . 1=nto thelr o*'m nqrtlclpatlon in basketball: maybe ther could still
be hon G*S'c and flnd sone of the blame for ruffled tempers-~of which there
are no more in sports than in baslfetball--refloc ted in their conduct,

The . conches hnvo been loval enough to the garie to see their own
fanlts, nu'bllcwe and try to correct them " Putting baskethball on the same
high Dlane of snortsn'mshm as football, baseball and some. of the other
branches largely 1is a natter of co—oneratlon. . O] c'm't foreset that the
indoor court zame csprang from -an educ'ntlonal dnstitution 'w'-'*d prinarily
was rooted onTy in the-idea of pleasant, bod,}'--bulldmg recreatlon in

connection with the more acadenic pursuits in that 1ns+1tut10n.
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