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“DITOR'S NOTES O B0

| With the feeling eXpressed by some coacnes old nla:frers ‘and -sports
writers that the present game of basketball could stand moroveme.at remedies
suggested during the past month have been - the removal’ of the back boards, the
elimination of wild sheotlnb and forcing the -wlavers to take sane shots,
Some are even advocatlx the retu;mlng to the cages where the 5ame Was pla;ed

vears ago, ANl DTG B |
"_V&Ve can 1rst remenber basketball in 1899 when most eourts had no back

.boards. The basket was put up on a. two-by-four and an iron rod three feet long
~held the rim in place. The ret was tled at the botton“ aiid - the Dectator knew
‘a basket had becn -scored wvhen the ball drom)ed :mto the net, At first, a stick
‘was used to poke the Dall ou’c but lauer soihe of the taller nla;fers Were able

to push it up and outs *
| In those cames 5 every set ehot ha6 to be mnae s with the feet +ogether

and: -skillful players arched: the ball. consmeraoly hlgher than is'done now,
‘Since there were fewer diversions, players of the old school’ speiat more time
at nractlce with the result that excellent shooters Were more the rule them

_ the ex cention, 4% Tdrverin: ey B .
‘That is oneé of the rea.soue why we old tlmerq would love to ‘se the

"honc" shot teken out of the game, That con-—'-enlai I'rishman, Dave MacM:Lllen

at Minnesota would laugh with glee if the boarcs Fere remo"'ed S50, & think,

would Nat Holman and 'l am sure it v ould help my. teams in winning more ' games.

~ Still we umust consider .the. gawe for every college end Nigh scaool ‘player
and for every coach and having se en morc. thap a thousend games, 4 firmly believe
that the game is better with the uoe..rds., It is the telief of some coa ches that
the taller players would not ele.y such a 'DI‘OIIll"’lE’Dt part in-the PACE ‘and-his
undeniable value on rebound.shots and tap-ins ° would he lessencd., levertheless

let us warn them that .n the old tv—-fone days, every high sc" 0l ord coli:zge

- was 1ook1ng for the human circus men and every n‘f’ofese Loral & h.:_.,.,.. a ceitre

that stood at leest 'five inches over six feet,
How those big ‘fellows could work under the basket’ The b:g fe‘low is still

o definite threat around the chk boarus and 1f th "n..,d" Yoards were elim inated,
he would still prove valuable at ccnvertlm t% _*assmi ehote,, Vilth no nos:rds

to break the progress, the T'1ss»<,c1 shots Tould e numerous.
The limited tiie given to nr.-_-lctlce 1S anotner 1tem thet reacts unfavorably

toward the renoval of: th.e bonrds,. Soys are still going to hi:h school and college
for an education and wild, inef 1"ec,tual shooting at a SJSnencLed rix would draw
the ire of the smectators. dot only would the nl‘{'/‘crs feel ihe wrath of the fans
~ but’ the coaches would also be definitely on the nan, Al ni or'"'mlzatlone would
rlse in arms if their teams gave exhibi tions of mﬂccvwa,cy. ¥
| Scores, too, would be Qe01deo_ly lover a,nd teemsg noldmg elqut leads
= in the waning mements , would be immossible to beat, & few noints would be
pro tected by of fensive stalling and the game W ould be slowed up considerably,
Now we must ask ourselves wne..tnt.,r or not we want to go back.to the
enclosed courts, In the old days, :the courts were surround“d Dy a board
ficlosure three feet high and from there to the celllm- was a net that kept
© the ball continually. in »ley. Or do we want t0 &0 tack to the halls that were
J heated by a woed stove in the corner? A free ball: ”.I‘OL‘I@ the stove ”ﬂ,s retrlved

very carefull,/ for reasons you- can vell understond,

The advocsters of a rougher game shoule know that at- the be; 1nn1ng,
basketball was a populer snort, Then,  as trinping and’ pushing increased, its
_ 1nterest waned, The situation ree@hed such a de sree that those connected with
it were determlned to st0p 1t Ol'ltll‘t Ly mtless so:rhethir““- “e,s aone to correct the

evils.




