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By George Edmond, 3t, raul Fioneer

Fress, 1/14/40.

Do you like the game of beaskelball? Does it provide thrills
in proportion to the ccst and trouble involved in attending games?
Reason for the question is simply this? A 1ol oi fans be-
‘lieve there is consiterable room for improvement and suggest
changes so radical that, if they were put into effect we might
have another fine sport, but- 1t wouldn't.be basketball as we
know it now, LS SHLNIA0 085 &1 J1 Bl o
- In our opinion it would be difficult to uplicld an argument
that basketball, imperiect &s it may-.be, is not & good game. It
still outdraws the gr.at college game of football and, by otser-
vation, provides about as meny turills as.a person could ask O
‘be packed ‘in ‘an hour.of competition. . ' 7. 0 oooye -
' ~ Basketball, from a technical standpoint, may be picked o
‘pieces, It may be shown, in logical fashion, that it is nov =
fair game and thot it might be made -far more attractivée from a
spectator standpoint, And yet, ‘desplie all the eriticismy 12,000
or more fans can be packéd into the Minnesota field house 10 seé
the Minnesota Gophers meet a Big Ten opponent, RO SN
| The logic may show one thing, puolilc interest something ein-
tirely different, Any game that stands. tops from & general 1n-
terest and attendance stendpoint can't be ocntirely. wrong,

 WHAT ARE ITS FAULTS?:.

This is the criticism you hear about basketball above 2all
others? It is a game in which good play is penalized rau.ner than
rewaraed, e i o A = T I8 A - ' |
e “That is based principally on the coint tnet a team scoring
2 basket must give up possession of tiae ball to thic opposition,
Why, the critics ask, should a tecnn be.put ot & disadvantago after
doing something for which it should be commended? Basketball, they
say, is the only sport in which this 1s done. = ROO8

"L Ag & matter .of focet, that is the least of the criticisms thatl
maey be directed cgeinst basketball.- seplil od vl ol

, It is not the only sport that secks 1o make things even DYy
rutting at a disadvantoage Uiie team which heas just mad2 & sScCOTre,
Football does exactly thet when it provides that the team scored
cgeinst mey choose whether to Kick or receive the next kickoff,
Golf does excctly the same when, in match play, it provides that
the piayer winning-a hole must play first from the next tea and
give his opronent  the advantage of judging: the wisdom of Nl1s choice
of club, 54 QduE" & . ,
Basketball would become a farce if the team scoring a baskel
were given the advantage in the throw-out of the ball for resumption
of play, If that were donec a team that was only a little superilor
"to its opponent would become so: superior as to destroy the compe t-
itive'angle.Gamesthatznowtgive,the.descrvingfteam an'advantage
of a few points would become utter routs, g
© 7 It mast- be. admitted that tae clement of luck often results in
the: better basketball teem losing o close game, But is that 2
situation peculiar to basketball? would anyone suggest that 11
“doesn't happen, too, 1n football, gelf, hockey, or what have you?
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