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LET COKIIS IuNER OR COmMISSION

LI ECT THE OFF'ICIALS -

By William G, llokray, S;orts
writer - Kingston, R.1I. |

. Following a close game, or when rival feeling runs especially
~high, the greatest cry one hears 1s.”W1y dldn't they hlle two GOCD
off1C1als'” £ | . .

Jithout attempting to criticise offlclals 1t must be sald
that several close contests are marred by poor refereelng On ‘the
other hand, there have been closely played contests which have been
so well handled that, irrespective of toe outcome, no one dares
‘accuse a referee of belng elther partial or 1ncompﬂfent Instances,
such as the latter, however, are less comr.on than the alternate,

, How can the offlciatlng sroblem be improved, uuen? - |
':‘fber closely watching basketball for tae uabt 48 yaara. both in and
outside New England, ‘it appears to me that those whio ‘navé the say
nere in New England are too conservative and SuSW1CICdS and are play-
ing a game that puts the emphasis upon the wilnning - - the cost
of the individual players, tcams, callege, students, ‘officials, and ,

eventually, their very selves! ey
It SEels to me tﬂat very few colleges are 1nnocenu to. SW“h a

'charge - - _ |
If one were to study he news: aper boy scores of the various

‘college teams here n New England, he will detect tﬂat several en-
lightening- poinis standout, In the firsy platd,' he Tl note thal
certaln co¢leg;s meke it a point t,0 employ a.certal“freferee or peir
of referees at most of their home contests, He'll ricte that such
colleges (and their players, naturally) conform to a game or style
of: play that appeals to these selected referees,. b

Hence, a minimum numter. of ‘fouls., L he rosult? Thev re herd to
defeal at home, and invariably lose or come ncar 1051ng the moment

a new set of OfflClalS is encountered, _ _

By no means do I accuse, or infer, in the least, that New Eng-
land officials are dishonest, In fact, I honestly feel that thelr
integrity 1s as good as mine,

What we cennot deny is that we are all human.

Iet's look at the oresent set-up of assigning officials 1O
coliege basketball games here in New England. As a rule, the physical
director (graduete manager, or coach) corresponds with offlclals
asking whether they would come down for such and such a gane on Such
and such a date, It is understood that’ thie two OfflClalS on report-
ing, will ‘be paid the fee, plus traveling expenses,

Like everyone else,.I would 1like to regard refereeing as a
nobby, an official being an lnlelddal who, especlally fond of the
game, likes 1o pursue 1t in 1tae capacity of an umpire, The pay, tnen,
is incidental, being. a renumeration for sacrificiung en c¢vening o
execute his tasks., '

However, wien referegeing attains a point where an official (or
officials) earn during the winter season, renumerations that go well
into three flgures and, in many nbtances , undoubtedly, far above

$1,000, then we can no lon Jer term 1t a nobbya but ‘indeed, "blig
bu31ness. S | _ v A8 _
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