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I was a freshmen with Tommy Jolmson in 1905. He was six and a
half feet tall and weighed 152 pounds, still frail and slender, but he
had an uncanny weave and hip shift that he had practiced through all
these years that made it very diffiocult for an opponent to tackle him.
He was one of the outstanding basketball players, a great catcher on
the varsity baseball team, and a hurdler and pole vaulter on the track

Against Nebraske in football in 1906 Tommy Jolmson received the
ball from the snapper-back and ran 90 yards through-a broken field for
a touchdown. Fred Cornell, the referee, ruled that the backfield was
Tommy Jolmson called the same signal end ran 95 yards on the same
identical play, wormed, twisted and squirmed his way through for a
touchdown over the sawme terrain.

© In 1909 in old Exposition Park Tomy Johnson was "high-lowed” by
two Missouri tacklers, Buck eand Prancis Alexander, and an
old injury to his spinc was opened up and two years from that day, on
Thanksgiving Dey, Tommy Jolmson died at Bell Memorial Hospital in _
Kensas City, Mo. Never & whimper did he make. Rather, when he met his
friends who visited him, he pever complained. IHe said, "I have lived
more in my 22 years than met fellows have lived in 70. I have no com-
plaints and if I had to do it over again I would want to do it the seme
‘way. Life has been swell to'me and I think the world is great.”

As I said, I played with Tommy Jolmson for several yegrs and
lateor becams his cosch in besketball here &t The University of Kensas.
He was always cheerful, exuding & lot of enthusissn and plenty of fight,
but he was clean, hard and courageous. He had no time for bickering
or little things, but he gave everything that he had. No wonder; wh
he passed eway, he was su immortal in the eyes of the Kensas alumi.

Vhen I returned to Kensas in 1919 as director of athetics there

was but one motlive my mind end that was to build a stadium in the
_ . shnson, Kensas greatest athlete, but the Vorld War
had just thers were 129 Kansas men and women who made the
‘supreme sacrifice in the first world war end naturally the stadiim was
given the name of the World Waer Memorial in the name of these 008
and heroines. But if I had it %o do of wy own experiences and relation-
 ships, had not thse war happened, there would have besn only one name

on that stadium, and that would have been "Taxy Johnsen MNemorial
Stadium". He deserved such an honore - -

E., MoBride, the sports editor of the Kansas City Star,
wmingham a great tribute, featuring his scarred legs which
- 1is older brother had as




