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HONOR WHERE HONOR 1S DUE

A half century ago two peach baskets altered
the course of sports history -- two peach bhaskets
in the provident hands of an able, courageous and
far-seeing man named James Naismith. Today, the
product of his athletic genius occuplies in whole-
some endeavor millions upon millions of healthy
young Americans engaged in the game of Basketball.

What the late Dr. Naismith originated in
Springfield, Mass., in the Winter of 1891 has ocome
to be the nation's leading sport in point of com-
petitors and speotators with a brilliant history of
constructive physical development wherever it has
been played. Launched among Y.M.C.A.'s, colleges
and schools, basketball rapidly spread to the re-
creation departments of churches, oclubs, social
agenciss, industrial concerns and even won over
the wholehearted interest of the women, who now
play an important role in the affairs of the gamse.

No better time could exist then right now to
pay homage to one man who brought so much joy into
the hearts of Americans without worldly benefit to
himself, while elsewhere about us other men are
exploiting humanity for their own self'ish gain.
Dr. James Naismith has taken his place among the
Immortals of Sports and the idea of perpetuating
his memory and his vital contribution to the
American scene in the Naismith Memorial at Spring-
fisld should receive the wholehearted support of
every red-blooded player and fan in the country.

4 o




THE GOLDEN JUBILEE OF BASKETBALL

This year marks the fif'tieth ammniversary of
basketball, In the short period of half a century,
this truly American game has not only flourished
here in its own country, but has found favor in
virtually all the far flung places of the world.
Quietly and steadily it has enlisted a vast army
of millions of players and innumerable enthusiasts,
until today it is the most popular sport in the
entire category of competitive athletics,

Basketball, even in its crude beginnings, was &
friendly game, easy to play, yet difficult to master,
It appealed to large and small, fast and slow, adept
and clumsy, regardless of age or sex. Small wonder
it caught the fancy of youth the world over, and
spread the wholesome doctrine of fair play and good
sportsmanship among its heterogeneous adherents,

Because of the popularity of the game, its far
reaching influence on youth, and its importance in
the American scheme of things, the fiftieth anniversary
of the invention of basketball by Dr, James Naismith
at Springfield College in 1891 will be observed in s
year of intermational celebration begimming in December,
1941,

The focal point of the celebration will be tThe city
of Springfield, Massachusetts, and it is from there
thaet the Naismith Memorial Committee has arranged tTo
direct the activities of the Golden Jubilee of Basket-
ball on the widest possible scale. The United States,
Canada, Mexico, and South American countries will take
part in the memorial celebration., It is hoped condi-
tions will make it possible for many other countries
to participate in the Golden Jubilee of Basketball.

Obviously, it is only fitting to do honor to the
memory of a man who made such a generous contribution
to American sportse And it is proper and just that
this monument to Dr. James Naismith rise on the site
where his far-reaching work was begun -- in the City of
Springfield, Massachusetts, the Birthplace of Basketball,
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GOAL OF THE JUBILEE

In undertaking to raise a fund of $300,000
to construct the Temple of Basketball in memory of
Dr. James Naismith, we know we have the good
wishes of sports lovers everywhere. We have already
been assured of the help and cooperation of important
sports figures, sports editors, and college authori-
ties, but we aim to make the Temple of Basketball a
national institution, and as such it should be a
monument erected by the efforts of all who ever

played or watched the game.

Just as the game is a nationally popular onse,
so we want the Temple of Basketball to be the result
of popular national effort. We are not depending on
one group in the sport, but on all groups. At a time
when the world is preoccupied with bitterness, re-
criminations and destruction, it is inspiring to feel
that here at home we have not forgotten to pay permanent
homage to a man whose ingenuity has brought joy to
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Roger L. Putnam
Mayor of Springfield
Chairman, Executive Committee



































































