there is any way I can help you, please
cormand me. xuiuaﬂnphpunngmm

ﬂthbutﬁm tormmm. I em

Director of Physical Education,
Varsity Basketball Coach.







Lieut, W, U, Partner, US'R,
Haval Pre-Flight Schoo
University of North Carolins,
Chapel Hill, Be Gt

Deer Dan:

- Lieut. Jack Gardner, d' the Cardner; Emu.'*lhnl
Aviation School, or whatever school it is, ceme down fron Fairfax
Alrport last week where he is stationed for a fow weeks until his

I look with a great deal of trepidat
bility of a good football date on December 5th, _
' work out all right for us because the different conferences

Eanses City, and I believe that since we play Rockhurse on
‘ Hansas City this will be the game in which we can keep
and

draw a pretiy good crowd and make a little money.




 Dan, I em not helf as tough as 1 talk, but I say these
mt'i‘thmlnmhmhutdthnmwmhgmwm
Good officials are scarce, and instead of our developing younger men
. m-m;mmumwmmommmmmarmnt-
mgmabomutmmq ; .

_ mwmammymmgmtmmwworrm-
sylvania medical school, driving beck, and should arrive in Phila~
 delphia this morning. Ho wes home about four weeks, but is starting
mm:we&mammhahm'inmﬁmmthwmhmtu

graduates ﬂzmmt:pﬁngﬁﬁz n-njor
mmmmmmmm
- from home like all girls delight in

mxmmm.mmm-mor

o



thmmmmtmmumwto
finish up on his last three hours, in a copple of weeks. He then
gets his diplome and will be & full-fledged lawyer, looking for a
lmthn. khhgmmm—mhtbmﬁn

Mra. Partoner is with you, is she not? Please

our kindest regards. Also please say hello to Dr. Cormwell,

thodireo‘har thers at North ccralimU. He is a good friend of mine.

e was at Wittenberg College when Pop Werner and Zuppke and I put om
mmhimmhmhmmsprmgﬁam.m .

1 do not see Nac as often as I would like. It seens that
simaIMacmmmmmgnEﬂplrinthedmm .
our sumer recreation playground in the evening thet I am pretty.

closely tied up here. However, our school closes on the 25th, and
Iemottoruninandhmmamitwiﬁamomsmﬂmm

during Auguste
' With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,










R T ASSE
htm ‘Gﬁ 5?'w h-g l.i.ﬁ.'!‘&.,

you -nl mu mm fm- wmg Sergeant by

MmmlnmfurmmMﬁmmmmu '
pdiment, because you did :?'our stuff. In
md g G

lﬁ Hmr WO m lmnm at Gm

m at 19 a*aloak i’m mn -nhm mlh
;nilaa. 3mtm ﬂmuhntﬁmwm i.n

; were on ﬂm mh i‘b nm

w of the hm aslk M m m I
11;. |

It'illboa&claghtrwntaﬂhmtmm
ammmmmmih Tefact that you are in this game to
m'&am'hmm%hmmwmﬂmﬁnhmm
wey , 11: iawlymmm mmumwnmuﬁn immediately

me«lh




Bill Tlergiss is about

I think it will be a little more difficult for

-' who only want to play football to get their three
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Director of Pwoiul Mimucn,
Varsity Basketball Coache

Mrs. Hulteen and I are sitting up here the morning of

July £th dictating and writing this letbter.
Jou made & fine impression and an exoellent record,

Jolmmy, while you were here. Lots of good luck and hope for your




CAMP CALLAN
>y SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA







N
=
-
= £ :
- '_.-l
=,
-
o
]
5
*
L
=
1
[!
1

.l..- I|I--.'-' iy
’ 5 5 "_11. r.
. B S n B
-. J’ : | 1 |

. .*'-. F:

J“\-

! |

\ ,

CAMP CALLAN







University of ?m-. mum:-mmmammsyu
coming to Kansas to do graduate work. -

I was struck by his studious and earnest habits, his ,
close epplication to details, and his ability to assimilate in- -

ﬁmﬁu. mmmmwwmm
leadership thﬁofﬁohtm‘nw He

Director of Physic el Bducation,
Varsity Basketball Coache.
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H. V. PORTER execurive secrerary
7 SouTH DEARBORN ST.. CHICAGO. ILL.,

=« Of State High School Athletic Associations

May 14, 1942

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

E. R. STEVENS
PRESIDENT

INDEPENDENCE, KANSAS

“Mr, F. C. Allen

Univ. of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

R. E. RAWLINS
VICE PRESIDENT
PIERRE, SO. DAKOTA

poileadtse g Dear Mr. Allen:
NEW HAVEN, CONN.

H. R. ADAMS
HYRUM, UTAH

B. C. ALWES

DONALDSONVILLE, LA.

J. E. ROHR

NEKOOSA, WIS.

W. E. GRIFFITH
SOMERSET, PA.

MEMBER STATES

ALABAMA
ARIZONA
ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA
COLORADO
CONNECTICUT
FLORIDA
GEORGIA
IDAHO
ILLINOIS
INDIANA
IOWA
KANSAS
KENTUCKY
LOUISIANA
MAINE
MICHIGAN
MINNESOTA
MISSISSIPPI
MISSOURI
MONTANA
NEBRASKA
NEVADA
NEW MEXICO
NEW YORK
NORTH DAKOTA
OHIO
OKLAHOMA
OREGON
PENNSYLVANIA
SOUTH DAKOTA
TENNESSEE
UTAH
WASHINGTON
WEST VIRGINIA
WISCONSIN
WYOMING

I appreciate your thoughtfulness in sending materials with your

letter of May 12th. I am greatly interested in this and I may have
some further comments after I have had a chance to make further study

of 1%,

In the meantime, I think I can outline where some of the N.C.A.A. funds
went. Unless I am misinformed (and I have not had occasion to check the

matter carefully), £000.00 was allocated to Gullion, Holman, et al
for use of their "research" committee of the National Basketball Coaches

Association, Their "research® during the past year consisted of efforts

to tear down the work of various basketball groups, including the
National Basketball Committee of the United States and Canada. The

nature of this is indicated in the enclosec report of the commi?te?
which was made at New Orleans and which the editor of the association

bulletin is proposing to include in the llay issue,

Alongﬁ this report I am including my coments on it. These com-
ments were sent to the editor of the bulletin when he informec me

that he was proposing to run a copy of the report. I do not know
what disposition has been made of either the reportff or my comments

since the latter were sent.

It is my opinion that some of the material in this report is so pre-
posterous that it isn't worth much attention. However, the recent
actions of most of the collegiate representatives on the National
Bagsketball Committee were such as to indicate that they have swallowed
iﬂzqhook, line and sinker, inaccuracies, misrepresenta?ions and all,
They have virtually sold the Interscholastic and Canadian grogps"ﬂown
the river", The situation is not good. This is unfortunate 1n

many ways because it is my opinion that during the constructiYe years,
the interscholastic groups and the then leaders in the col}eglate group
were working jointly and harmoniously toward a constantly.lmproved game
of basketball., These joint efforts now appear to be a thing of.the'
past since the inauguration of a policy of complete colleg? qomlnatlon
of the joint basketball committee and of a purging of the joint com-
mittee of anyone who is not in harmony with the efforts ofﬁasmall
group of the National Basketball Coaches Association totaie over the
functions of the joint basketball committee., Under such eircumstances,
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the joint committee tends to become merely a rubber stamp, I

can not conceive of any :lf-respecting constituent group tolerating
such a state of affairs for any length of time,

Yours truly,




ABOUT WALTER HUSTON, I'ENRY VAN PORTER AND ME

A e

Bob Burns, who has a mean uncle and ought to know, soys that Walter Huston played
the devil in his last picture in the guise of lMr, Serateh. Another picture is "The
lian Who Pjayed God". A report of a sub-cormittee of the National Baslketball Coashes
Is.ssoc 1ation, which has been sent to me by a friend indicates that the writer o *he
repcre knows of these movies and has assigned me the role of Mister Scrateh an'! hos
c28¢ himself as Mister God, The dramn outlined in the report attributes to Migter
Scratch and his Satanic co=workers a sinister influence on the deve looment of bas-
kesball into the unpopylar, unskilled and uninteresting game that it is. Tc Migter
God is assigned the omniscient vision to tell the National Collegiate iAthletliec Agsoe
ciation who they shall appoint on the rules committee and how appointments shall be
mide, to tell the National Federation of State High School Athletic Associntinns how
they shall conduct their business, to tell the manuf-cturers of athletic equipment
what they may or may not advertise, to tell the high school, Y MoCole and Canadian
basketball groups how unimportant their views are, and to tell the National Bockote
ball Committee what it may do, Even a code of ethics is set up for the group. This
last is an inspiration which is the climax to the dramr. The question wmig at be
asked as to whether the code applies to the sub=committeec as well as to the Rules
Cormittee =~ but as set up, it works only one way., That adds nove 1Ty

Let?ts Get Personal

iy v fpan GPALRIIIN ST | KpAA T xS

I did not start this personal angle. The sub=committec neecds a devil to chasc
around the bushe Otherwise, tilting at windmills gets monotonouse The sinistor
high school representaties on the Rules Committee (the whole 4 of them on 2 ccme
mittec of 18) are obliging cusses and have been tagged "it"., T will play Mister
Scerateh if that will help clear the atmosphere. Family names have been dragged into
The above mentioned report, so this statement is in order. The Porters may or may
not have come over in the Mayflower, I have never traced the ancestry. There arc
probably about the average nwmber of horse-thieves up the family trece. The nome is
common and one group may have originated in Africa and another in Kamchatlka. The
family line thot named me (before the Seratch handle) is engaged in many occupations
but I have never been able to find any of my line (even a fifth cousin) who is or
has been in the business of making mule shoes or toilet seats, or basketballs or
basketball backboards or playground equipment. Probably some of us would be on 2
higher economic level if we could have profitted from these industries. 1 donts
know, They probably have troubles of their owne Thec maker of the sub-committec re=
port makes a dirty minded insinuation in connection with the namc of a J, L, Forter.
1 have never hacd the plexsure of mceting the gentleman. He mey be alive or dead.

I, the latter case, Mister God ought to be able to contact hin.

Andy, of the radio team"Amos and iAndyy grew up in my home town of Peoria, Illinois.

He lived in the next block., Onec of his characters is Henry Van Farter. The sub-
committec ought to look up that sinister comnnection. It would be a great cateh
phrase, "Campbell's soups harbors the Devil in black face,"

The Porters have always been interested in basketball and this particular one has
co~.ched, managed tournaments, conducted interpretation meetings and done other odd-
jobs in helping develop the game for morc years than need be mentioned. Like hune
dreds of other game enthusiasts, I have given these efforts frecly and withcut re=-
greg, - Lf time is worth money, someone owes me a2 lot of cash but no one scems to
have got around to velling any paying teller about it. Some lucky individuals wrile
a basketball book or get their cuvtograph stamped on o basketball and thus cash in,
Lack of industry or something has kept me from doing thise Besides, basketball
books go out of date when a rulc is changed and molded balls do not carry auto=
graphs. 4n common with thousands of other lovers of the game, my returns come
through o satisfaction in sceing o great game keep pace with progress in related
industries and institutions. 1 am convinced that the rules changes of the last
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scveral years have improved the gamec; that the molded type basketball has been (and
still is) a2 godsend to cvery high sghool, Y I[.Cels, and smnller ecollege which docs
not hove adequate income to produce a new ball for every game or practicc scssion:
and that we cannot justify compelling schools to retain a backboard with half 5f
its arcen wasted surface and a hindrance to the spreading of play to the sides and
te the end area of the court.

This just about brings the amily connections up te date. In the words of Red
Skelton "Thanks for listenint,"

Let!s Sticl: to Facts

The sub=committee report contains some things which are good. For me, it is weake
cnec by the attompt to castigate (Mister typesetter=-pleasci) the officers of the
*ulcs Comittee, that comittec's policies relative to the annuwal questionnaire and
the National Collegiate method of choos ing representatives. Furthermore, it cone
Tains a number of inaccuracies, in statement or implication, and statements which
show little understanding of the purpose of, or the method of making up or distrie
buting the questionnaire, It contains "below the belt" insirwtions which arc so
grossly unfair that they give the finol propose:l code of ethics (drafted for some-

one else) a sow taste. Let!s be specific,

The report criticizes Floyd Rowe for cxpressing an opinion (in a private letter)
that majority opinion orer the nation is agoinst the outlawing of the molded type
of basketball and the small backboard. Does Mister God resent frecdom of specch?
1t would be out of character to become peevish when majority opinion does not coine
cide with personal antagonism toward articles which have proved their werth. By a
rother remarkable type of logic o conclusion is drawn from Mr, Rowets statement,

It is: "Should wc not have the privilege of sugme sting items for the rules questio
naire?" What are the facts? The Rules Committec has always encouraged -~every
group thot has a legitimnte interest in the goame to submit suggestions for the
questionnaire, The questiommaire is made from thesc suggestions, It is put in
form by all members of the Rules Committec, many of whom are prominent members of
the National B,sketball Coxches Association and 2 of whom were members of the Re=-
search Committce of that body.,

The report objects to the form of questimms and cites: "The new fan-shoped backe
board is legal wherc the home manogement chooses to install it," Of course, it
studiously omits the heading which makes it clear thot this question and others in

the same group give each man a chance to vote yes or no onmvhether the present rule
is satisfctory, “ore is another objection which indicates straining at a gnot,
The case is cited wherc one question is to be voted on by those who "cooched, played,
officiate” or monaged games on courts with the small backboard.," The rcport stuli-
ously omits the heading which shows this to bec in Part II which deals entircly with
reports on experimentation and observation (rather than abstract opinion). It also
fails to mention that on the same shceet there was o question where everyone (uscr
or noneuscr) could record his opinion about the backbonrd rule. Would the recport
have us believe that the Rules Comittee s no God=-given right to find out what
those who have used and observed an article or rule think of it? Frankly, “*ister
Segrateh doesn't understand that kind of logice

The report further frets: "The tabulations of results of the Questionnnire are
questionablo."’ As evidence, it shows that the grouwping by sections of the coun“gry
is not necording to National Collegiate districts. To quote: "How can an NeCgis,ise

representative determine the roaction of his district when the rescarch tabulations
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are scattercd over three or more districts? Why was this change in tabulation al-
lowed by our NoC,i.4, representatives? Sorry, iister God, but you ought to cheeck
your information before you attempt to send innocent men to hell, 4all 6 cylinders
aren't worlkinge. The questionnaires are distributed to colleges by each college re-
prcsentative for his own district. i district returns its cuestionnaires to ivs

ovm representative. He tabulates for his own districet and sends the swamry <o the
duestiomaoire Chairmon. Obviously, he has his own record of his district -- .other-
wise how could the Chairmon get the sumary? It may have occurred to the sub-con-
mittee that there are other groups (relatively unimportant according to report) in
this joint rules committec which are not organized in 8 districts but who might flind
some use in o sectional tabulation of totalrcturns.

Ilerc is another prize statement from the report: "eweea-one might logically draw
the conclusion that the questionnaires were mailed to a carefully selected sampling
of those schools favoring the new type of equipent.," Since the distribution of the
questiomnaires is entirely by the state high school associations and their member
high schoocls for the high schools and by respounsible representatives of the H,C.iudle,
the L,4,C,A, and the Canndian organizations, that statement is a slur on the inte=-
erity of the state high school officers of 48 states and the coaches and administro=
tors of 25,000 high schools who eleet those officers; as well as on the men who

form the policies of the NC.lefte, the Y MCei,, and the Canadian groups. Hister
God, you are covering a lot of territory.

It is intimated thaot the sub-committce could make a lot better questiommaire, Of
course, every individual thinks hc ean do it better., That!s his privilege. Lotts
talke a look at the supposedly "unbiased" nature of the questionnaire which was sent
out by Blair Gullion to all college basketball coaches. It started with this para-
graphs "Dear Basketball Coach: Numerous rules chonges in past years have not been
satisfactory to the members of the collecge basketball coaching profession, ilony
have felt that the National Ryles Committecz had been aeting in an arbitrary manner
inthe adoption of new equipment and the formulation of new rules." Ierc is ome of
the questions with a flag-waving motif: "Do you believe that, in the 1light of the
present demand for conservation of materials for the war effort, that the trernd
fForarc the fan-shaped backboard in the college games would be a logical proccdure?”
his is claimed to be an attempt toget unbiased sentiment based entirely on the
merit of the molded basketball and the small backboard. Go a step further and note
the result, This same questionnnire showed o slight majority of the college coaches
favoring the molded type basketball and a number who proclaimed it just as gooc.
S0 the small group which assembled at New Orleans brought in o "practically wnani-
mous" recommendation that the molded ball be declared illegal fa college use., This
is the group thet is criticizing the Rules Committee for not adopting thelr recome
merlations and is hurling innucndoes at the IIigh School growus and the cther parent
bodies of the rules committee and vho would like to change the complexion of the
committee. One with rubber stamp attributes might be about right.

Tie report refers te an "endorsement" of some item of equipment by ‘lister Scratch,
The maturc of this so=called "endorsement" is not indicated. The fact is that
l{ster Seratch, in connection with his various duties writes quite a few lctters in
a yeare, Tg be specific, the stamped envelope record of his office indicates 4,120
for the year in question. Statements in thesc letters lwe never been copyrighted.
i pumber arce in answer to questions as to whether 'a produect or a procedure is in
harmony with the rules which govern school athletics and whether it is suitable
for usc in member school systems. Schools have a right to kmow whether materials
mecet rule spcecifieations and therc is no copyright on statements that they do or
dontt, (Witness lack of copyright on statement published in the Gullion report anc
lifted bodily from a private letter from Floyd Rowec.) Such statements are open TO
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use by any firm, whether its name is Whosit, Porter or Sam Lung. In o nute-shell
the casc boils dovm to what in geometry would be termed reductio ad absurdum,

The report overlooks the good -ncighbor policy and takes 2 erack at Canada. The
reasoning is sylogistic.

lajor premise=-Purge the Rulcs Committec of those who will not bow: down,

Mfinor premise--lhe Canucks will not conform. (They like the molded basketball, the
small backboard and other rules which the Cormittec has sdopted.)

Conclusion=-"Why is Cannda--given two representatives on the Rules Committee," end
quote .

L, e report objects to an Athletic Journal article "Ya Can't Stond in the Way of
Progress”. The article gave some facts to dispel some of the wild rumors about the
development of some of the rules of basketball. It was written ot the requcst of the
the editorial department. Anyonc who is intercstec in how rules which legalized the
smaller basketball which is now universally used, the 4=-foot end zone, Tthe screening
rule, the larger court, the molded ball and the small backboard, ought to read it,
Of course, i® takes some of the glamour out of the whispering campaignabout "press-
ure groups and the manufacturing octopus. It shows howr these things originated in
the school and institution groups in responsec to definite needs =- not becausc some
ogre was expe ¢ting to make a profit. The rcport would have its readers believe

that it is alright to throw rocks but it is very umethical for anyone te throw Them
brek., Are cascs nceded? Refer to Esquire liagazine of ipril 1941, This is just
after the Nationcl Rules Committee had followed the instructions of the Conches As-
sociation reprcsentatives to "have the guts to take a stand” and declare a type

ball and o type backboard as the one toward which all should work, lerc is a quota-
tion from the article by 2o high offioial of the same group: "If these changes (the
small backboard) were motivated altruistically, I wouldn't mind so muche" ~=m=wm
"Most major courts have alrecady installed glass backboards which give morc visie
rility than the streamlined monstrositics.” Associated Press releases flooded the
country with derogatory stoatements emanating from mcetings presided over by offi-
cials of the same group and referred to the molded »2ll (which is usced and liked by
three~fourths of the high schools and by a majority of the small colleges) as the
"rubber ball" or the "jack-rabbit ball" and the small backboard (which has proved

to be so popular that 16 stote high school associntions, the larger schools anc
colleges in Cannda, mony U S, colleges and army ond navy camps have already

adopted it) as the "bean-shaped board", Hore is o quotation from one such press
releasc, It was headed "Patented FarwShaped Bank and Rubber Ball Rejected atb
Spceinl Parley". Here is a statement in the article: "This leaves a potential
morket of more than %5,000,000 for the manufocturcr whose proiuc . will be the caly
one anyone may legally use.” Aside from the faet that ot

oncn iR rd can not be
patented since it was devcloped by the schools themselves and that there is no 1imi<
to who ean make the board, and some question about the figures, (considering the
fact that the new board and bridgework costs only o fraction of that for the ald)
the article is fairly accurate, This and similar articles were broadcast ovor the
country. Would the report have us believe that only this grouwp has a right to

cast stones and thet no individucl with the facts ot hand should have the temerity
to give out the Iformation on request? ijgter God, if this is ethies, the ring-
tailed cat is a babboon,
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The report recommends the discontinuance of "the permission granted in the past to
the National Federation of State High School Athletic Associations to print the
summer edition of the basketball rules," The chief objection appears to be that
those who advatise in the book inclule the molded ball and the small backboard with
The articles they advértise. Aside from the faet that it s rather presumptious
for this group to tell the National Federation what it can and can't do and to tell
the manufacturers what they can and cant't advertise, the statement might pass ex-
cept for one small detailes The special summer edition of the rules has not been
published for two years. 1t waos published at that time ot the request of the Natim-
1l Comittee for sumer coaching schools at o time when the almanac edition of the
guide could not be ready until the Fall, It was sold for 13 1/4 cents per copy and
out of the rcceips a royalty was paid to the National Rules Cormittee and out of
the profits (of which therc were none), the High School group sent their own recpre-
sentatives to the annwal meeting. That is "Big Business". Being a couple of yeors

behind developments is sometimes o virtue.

The Conclusion
i)

\o @ curc for 21l the evils that have kept the game from development farther than
first in popularity among the sports, the rcport would purge the committee by (2,
finding from the N,C,i., "just how" thoy seleet their representatives, and (b)
getting rid of Tthose who have boen members of the rules cormittec for several years,
including the Canadians, and (c) taking a leaf from the book of the Football Llcs
Cormittee which operates more or less dndependently and will have nonc of this
joint conmittee idea. The (a) ought to easy ond those who will cooperate can prob-
abiy be found. In (b), it might be wholesome to go through the history of the comw
mittee during the period during which the game has devsloped. James Naismithras o
member for many years, So was L. W, St, John, who expressed (1) the beliefl that
the College Coaches éould do a fine piece of work in research and the improving of
the coachinz profession =- and (2) the hope that the group would not make the
mistake of attempting to duplicate rules activities which are already well super-
vised by a National Rules Committec which represents the millions who are inter-
ested in basketball for fun and for building school morale as well as those whe make
their entire living from the game. There was E, i, “etzdorf and George Hepbrecn and
Ralph dorgan and Herb Reynolds and others who could be named and who werc helping
make basketball a great gome while some of the present report malrers were stiil 1n
short pants. OUn the present committec, these who have been therc for sanc longth
of time and wh sat with some of these men are Uswald Tower, Jo I, Crocker, Yr,
John Brown, Jre., BEs J, Hickox and Floyd Rowe. The writer has been elected by tne
13,000 high schools throwh their regular state and national organizations for sov-
er~l short tecrms. The selection is by about the sumc obnoxious democratic mavnod
that is used in choosing a local dog-catcher or a basketball coach or the prosident
of the UYnited States. The report intimates thot I am a "permanent" member = a

1

thing which I d4id not know == but which God ocught to know,

iig o member of the Commit’cee, I have scen the hundreds of school groups =- Coaches,
Ufficials, Directors, Administrators, Players, Spectators =- originate and cdovelop
jdeas for the gamec., == & ball to fit the hands of high school and college players,
the encouraging of the use of a largercourt, the nonecontaect sereening rule based

on siow motion pictures, the ¢limination of most of the center jumps, The use !
ailey marks on the free throw lanc and of restraining circles for The Jumps, mALinNg

& ¥
¥y =% ) & ‘n = ‘F I"j
A

it possible to use a 4=foot end area, the molded type basketball which is now a Ii
sarer for thosc who must use one ball for meny gomes, the small backboard and a re=
cocification of the rules into a form more or less suited to efficient stuly in the
maay rules clinics and which is a code instead of merely a collection of rulos.

Mister Scrateh is ready to stand on that record. He will now return to his usual
routine of kicking o few helpless dogs, sneaking pennics from blind men and durn-
ing down o few orphan asylums. *



REPORT OF THE COMMITTE: TO STUDY RELATIONSHIPS
BETWEEN THE NATIONAL BASKETBALL COLCHES ASSOCILTION AND
THE NATIONAL BiSKETBALL COMMITTER

At The request of President Norgren a special sub-committee of the Rescarch Commit-
tee was appointed to study ways and means of improving relationships between tle _
National Basketball Committee and the National Bosketball Coaches Associotion. Ine
cluded in this study was the consideration of better means of presenting the recnme

mendations of the National Basketball Coaches issociation to the National Baskethall
C‘-ommi‘t'bee.

lony members of our association have felt that the National Basketball Committee has
acted arbitrarily in many rulings which definitely influenced the college game and
that they had not been considerate of the recommendations of our association,

4 study of past relationships between the groups brought out a number of important
foctors for formulating a plan of action. The National Basketball Coaches Associoe
tion was conceived as o means of combating na sty action on the part of the National
Basketball Committee in adopting the ruling which limited the dribble to one bource.
This brought about resentment which still seems to smoulder, The National Basketbal
Cormittee in turn has felt that the cfforts of the coaches association to obtain
direct representation on the national committec was not warranted,

The following quotations from correspondence with Mr. Floyd Rowe, chairman of the
National Basketball Comittee, bring out the general trend of feeling between the

two groups as well as some of the problems which are in need of correcction:

Vo -1t becamo quite ovident that the policies of your organization (National

Basketball Coaches Association) are quite definitely fixed by a small group of
men .,

------ certainly no - two hundred coaches should expect to have the right to dice
tate policies governing many thousands."

"Therc is no issue ot all betweon the high schools and the colleges as to the
necessity of having both groups follow the same rules. Certainly no member of
the high school growp has ever suggestod to the college group that certain
rules which were felt to be advantagecous to the high schools should bec adopted
and put into forcc as far as the colleges were concerned."”

"It would scem then to me that if you arc re:lly desirous of gotting changes in
the rules going back to the o0ld type of ball and back stop that the thing for
you to do is to work on the college members of the present rules committec.
------ I think this gives you a pretty good list of college men upon whom o
work. If you ean not sell them, then certainly you are not going to have any
luck with the high school group, bub, at the same time, you will have no tro Wb le
with the high school group if you scll theme"

"For +the past four or five years the action of the Coaches Associntion has bcen
irritating to the committee. The coaches mecet and because of their large meet-
ing and because of the promincncc of some of their members, their recommondae
tions in regard to rules changes in theagycs of the press constitute rules
rather than recommendations to the National Basketball Committee,”

On the part of the National Basketball Coaches Assoeintion the following fachors
have influenced our feeling toward the Naticnal Basketball Committec:
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(1) The necd for special rulings in the high school and junior high school game
have never been questioncd by the college coaches; similar efforts regarding
the college game have becn discouraged. The major problem of our associztion
secms to lic in the problem of satisfying the needs, problems and interestsc of
the college group in situations where the colleges and high schools have a
wicde difference in these necds, interests and problems.

Numerically, the ratio of high schools to colleges is at least 25 to 1: the
grouping of The opinion of 2ll of the bodies represented on the National Bas-

ketball Committec gives the high schools such a preponderance of strength on
the questionniire that it may dictate the nature of the college gamc.

The criticism that the National Basketball Coachos Association is 2 smnll :
body of the college cooches and not representative of college thought and opin-
ion is not a justifiablc conclusion. However, our present questionnaire, which
is mailed to every college and university coach in the country, will present an
accurate cross scction of college opinion this year and in future yecars.

TTIE COLLEGE GAME OF BASKETBALL WILL EXPECT SPECIAL RULINGS FROM THE NATIONAL
BASKETBALL COMMITTEE IN SITUATIONS WHERE THE PROBLEMS3; INTERESTS, .AND NEZDS OF
THE COLLEGE GANE WARRANT SUCH SPECIAL RULINGS.

(2) The wide difference in results from the questionnaires of the respcetive groups
has caused our group to question the methods employed by the Questionnaire Com=
mittce in formulating, sampling and tabulating their research questionnaire,

Quoting again from correspondence with Mr, Floyd Rowe, Chairman of the National

Basketball Committee, indicatos some of the problems relative to the oucstion=-
naire:

"After all, the Rules Committce places a tremendous lot of weight upon the
results of the questiomnaire,"

"It would scem that largely the point at issue betweon you and Porter is whether
or not the questionnaire for this coming year (1942) should include questions
regarding the shape of the back stop and the type of ball. I think I am in a
position to say that you will never get a vote in your favor on these two items
when majority opinion is concerned.” '

Is this latter statement consistent with what one should expect from an une
biased rules body? Should we not have the privilege of suggesting items for the
rules questionnaire?

" Personally, I am quite sure that you are fighting a losing fight on this parti-
cular issue (ball and backboard) and one which is of no great importance.”

Again, we should know what problems are of great importance to our group. Greater
than the matter of the fam-shaped board and the molded ball is the need for SOIE
DEFINITE POLICY IN ESTABLISHING THE TYPE OF EQUIPMENT TO BZ USED IN THE COLLEGE
GAME. Must we always be adopting novelties such as the Bask=o-lite, the vorious
molded basketballs, the convex or flat surface fan-shaped bankboard, Tho 20"
diamcter hasket?

The wording of pertinent statements on the questionnaire in recent years have been
mislaading. Quoting from the 1941 QUESTIONNAIRE OF THE NATIONAL BASKETB.LL COM-
MITTKL
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" . . |
The new fon-shaped backboard is legal where the home management chooses to
install 1te"

Since the rule in the book at this time read this way, most co-ches interpreted the
meaning of this statement Tto be a test for opinion relative to "play cn the banks
bonird by coaches who had not installed it for their goames at home" and theyv were
willing to play for experimental purposes.  Tying this statement up with the stobow
ment listed in the 1940 QUESTIONN.AIRE OF THE N.TIONAL B.SKETB.LL COMMITTER:

’ ¢
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"igsuming thot proper safeguards would be made against any sudden compulzory use

of equipment whosc usc would involve considerable expense, do you favor per-
mitting the optional use of':

(2) & flat surfaced backboard with several inches removed from the borders and
with the upper edge circular,
(b) “* econvex surfaced board with the shape as in (a), "

Is not the inconsistency of the wording evident? Reading further into the scicnee
of research we must return to the 1941 QUESTIONN.LIRE and the following statement:
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courts with new type of bankboards:

~ (o) Prefer new ‘bype": . MsabEegs
(b),Prefer old type = 196 "

i AVE "
"Check below only if chb coached, playec, officiated, or managed games on

- AT TR LEET  FR. LT C RN = Y LSS WENC T e R T S E T A

Two factors arc very evident in this statement. First, those who have gone to
their administraotors for the money to buy this innovation will hesitate to cordemn
it even though they do not find it arn improverent over the reetangular toard.

Thesecond evident factor is that of the approximately 1900 high schools, colleges

y s O 3
Yts, and others who answered the q uestionnaire, 1015 answered the above statcment,
Since less than 4000 sets of these boards were in use at that time, onc might logi-
cally draw the conclusion that the questionnaires were mailled To o carefulily
selecte’ sampling of those schools favoring the new type of equipment.,

Would not the schools using the rectanzular equipment have a perfect right to voice
their opinion regarding the faneshaped bankboard?

The tabulation of the results of the questionnoire by the chairman of the Question-
naire Committee is questionnble; the total sumary of the results are tabulated in
five sections 2s follows:
1. Atlantic Coast Area (New England States, Delaware, laryland, New Jersey,
Neow York, Pennsylvonia, Virginia, Washington D.C. and West Virginia)
2. Southern States (4labamr, arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi.
North Carolina, Oklahoma, Sputh Caorolina, Tennessee, Texas)
3, Central States (Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Onio, Wisconsin)
4, Mdwestern states (Iova, Kansas, Minnesota, Missowi, Hebraskr, North Dakota,
South Dakota)
5, Yostern States (Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Newvade,
Mexico, Oregon, Washington, Wyoming)
6. Canada
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How can o N.Cétete representative determine the reaction of his district when the
research tabulations arc scattercd over threec or more districts? Why was tThis
change in tabulation allowed by our N,C.i.+, representatives?



