S - b it

Dear Doctor Allen:

'I've run upon some information that 1 thihk'may be of interes<
Yo you in connection with fhe Oklahoma University situation.

First of all 1 must saythaf'whatever I tell you must be con-
sidered confidential as to source. Unfortunately I am not in a position
to become engaged in a controversy that now has here in Wichita developed
into more or less of 2 means for two sports editors of rival local news-
papers to take before the public their dislike for each other. One in
particular is definitely unsympathetic to K.Us I'm obliged +to s%ay here
| of:course and carry on my profession-so can't afford to be misquoted and
the target of insinuations even though 1T does seem to reflect a lack of

somethinge

A fGW'days ago % chanced to meet a fellow by the name of
"Dutech" Scheufler. He is more or less of & tramp or hanger-cn of Wichita
athletiés ever since the old Henry's basketball days. He works around
any current sport as & trainer or at whatever he can get. Some believe
in him but I think he is a tramp. liaybe you know him.

I asked him about the situation of Wichita athletes golng to
O U. and found out that he is the one who has been taking them down to
Oele téget acquainted. That would be all right with me if he wanted tb
do it but he told me he is being paid his expenses and a little more, too,
by the O.U. athletic department, or at least Jap Haskell. He just recently.
took a bunch of North High boys down there and was paid by Haskell for

doing ite



He toldmé about having sounded out Lester Layton of Wichita
North for the Boston Red Sox scout during the Kansas State semi-pro tourna-
ment and sending or taking him, I forget which, to 0.U. to see Jap, and
having him tell him (Duteh) later that he had been "fixed up". It seems
that money for tuition and fees, etc., arrive for these boys from some
source and that being minors they have a gentleman's agreement with the Red
Sox scout for the boys to go to 0.U. with the above paid and e job furnished
and that after completing school they wiil sign up with Boston. All this was
told me by Putch who said it applied to a lot of the.0.U. ball playersipest
and present, including "Pete" Scheffler formerly of Wichita and 0.U. and now
under contract with Boston, as I understand. This 1is anentifely different
man then Duteh S. who gave me all this informetion. I'm not sure of the
spelling of these names. "Pete" or Herb, as he is called, is a long, tall
rether chinless person who played a lot of ball around here for a long time.

~Another angle that is of interest is tThat Jap's bfother lives I
here in Wichita nearby to North High and tekes a lot of interest 1n these
boys. Layton and he were very friendly according to Dutch, prior to and

incident to the Red Sox scout wanting him eand Jap wanting him end his beling

"fixed up” at 0.U., with Red Sox "backing" and a job there.

It seems O.U. also has a way of taking care of men who are not

baseball players,

liy conversation with Dutch disclosed that. he had been called over
to Jap's brother's house here in Wichita during a temnis tournament to take care

of a knee injury to the Tucker boy who later went to the Aggies and subsequent-
ly succumbed to the 0.,U, lure. I don't know how the tuition and fee money
was put up or where it originated but meybe it ceme from the seme source as the

money paid Bucker for playing nurse maid to the Bruce Drake children. It

-seems that this was his job for a time, at least.



I can't prove any of these statements but they look genuine
to me and I'm confident Dutech was telling me these things just es they
happened., He is one of these fellows who always like to brag and seem

importent and have connections with men who are in the places of importance

_iﬁ'the athletic world.,

I enjoyed seeing you and the boys. I hope to see them go again

before the season 1s overs
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Oklahoma A and M Track Star Swzped’

y S SHE X XK Ix %®¥ R
- Sooners Are At It Again
| By CHUCK ELLIOTT *probably the outstanding tracke¢track efforts. He high jumped six
Kansan Sports Editor prospect of last year ' hlghTfeet four and one-half inches and this
leap was the best in the nation. The

 Oklahoma has done it again! | school crop.

Sﬁemlngly not content with the| The star in question is Burton
Sooners supply of athletic tal-|Cossey, a freshman in the School of
ent on the Norman campus the Engineering at Oklahoma A. and M.,

| % 57 : S Stillwater, during the“past semester.
leahoma athletic officials have Last year he attended high school at

| gone recruiting again and this Centerview, Okla., and gained All-
tlme they have come up with| American rating as a result of his

O. U. Being Unfair

(The following article appeared in the Wednesday edition of The
Daily O’Collegian, official student paper of Oklahoma A. and M. Col-
lege, as an open editorial on the front page. It was written by Don
- Boydston, editor of the 0’Collegian and a famous track star in his own
- right. Two years ago in an indoor meet he high jumped 6 feet 8 7-8 in-
ches.—Sports Editor’s Note).

Oklahoma University is going too far in open subsidization of athletes.

We aren’t calling anyone names, we are not stating the eopinion of anyone
but this writer’s, and we aren’t whining, but from all indications the policy of
the University of Oklahoma in obtaining their athletes is unfair and dis-
honest.

Perhaps the best way to lef you know abeut this little debacle is to give

you the facts and let you decide for yourself to see if it was A. and M. that |

was Tuckered out this time.
Last year Burton Cossey, a limber-limbed lad hailing from Center View,
Oklahoma, a whistle-stop near Prague, leaped six foot four and one-half

inches in the state interschelastic meet, setting a new state high school rec- |

ord and also earning an All American rating as one of the best high scheol
jumpers in the nation.

He also excelled in the broad jump and the hop-step and jump. |

-He was a fine student, valedictorian of his class and wanted to come to

Oklahoma A. and M. and study engineering.

He enrolled here last fall and made high enough grades this last se-
mester to make the dean’s honor roll.

In the early season practice session he jumped far enough in the hop-step-

and-jump to give Coach Ralph Higgins the visiecn of a natmnal AAU.
championship in the event.

Then the O.U. athletic department evidently decided that he was a I)lt too
accomphshed and started a subtle campaign, : =

They wrote him letters, called him long dlstance, came to see hlm and just
generally made life miserable.

A week ago Burton told some of his team-mates that he wished the O U.
bunch would leave him alone and that Jap Haskell, athletic director at Ok-
lahoma university, had called him the night before. -

Then last Saturday night Dick Smethers, distance man at the Umversny
and Bob Seymour, former football player for the Sooners, came to Still-
water to see Cossey.

Evidently they put the pressure on the Iad because three hours after they
blew in, they had Burton in his rcom helping him to pack his bags for the
trip to Norman. |

A iriend of Burton’s, Wendell Wilson, tried to walk into the victim’s room
for a visit but the door was abruptly slammed in his face and the Norman
visitors went ocn with their preparation.

If what Cossey has said is true, and if the University of Oklahoma had the
gall to come ¢n the A. and M. campus and pack a boy’s clothes and transpert
him to Norman after he had already enrolled and attended classes here this
semester then, its a pretty lousy deal..

Of course the kid is somewhat to blame. He shouldn’t allow stories of
sugar plums and a clock-winding job to turn his head, but then too, high-
pressuring a kid is sometimes pretty easy.

From personal experience we remember how O.U. promised everything

within reason and more tco, but on our arrival there it was found that we
didn’t even have a place to sleep.

That’s about all we have to say.

You can draw your own conclusions from the above statement of facts.
As we said before, we think their actions unfair and dishonest.

jump also set a new Oklahoma rec-
ord and was recorded during the
state interscholastic meet. Besides
being a high jumping expert, Cos-
sey starred in the broadjump and the
hop-step and jump events.

Sooner Athletes Persuaded Cossey

The Centerview star enrolled at
Stillwater this fall and impressed the
officials there very favorably. Not
only was he in the upper third of his
class in engineering and on the dean’s
honor roll but he was popular with
schoolmates in A. and M.’s big Cor-
dell hall and performed well his
campus job which provided him with
room and board.

Everything was going along
smoothly for Cossey and for the Ag-
gie authorities until last Saturday.
The track star was already re-en-
rolled in school and'seemed set for
this semester until Dick Smethers,
Sooner track star, and Bob Sey-
| mour, former Sooner football ace;
dropped in at Stillwater to see Cos-
| sey. Within a few hours the three of
| them were on their way to Norman
where Cossey enrolled in the School
of Aeronautical Engineering.

No Official Action Yet

Feeling on the Aggie campus at |
Stillwater was running quite h1gh|
this week although no official action
had been taken as yet by Henry Iba,
director of athletics at the Aggie
schocl. Reason for no action as yet
is that Iba left Stillwater late Tues-
day with his basketball squad on a
swing to the North where they faced
| Drake University at Des Moines
Wednesday night and Creighton Uni-
versity at Omaha last night.

Bizfore leaving on the trin Iba
stated *I believe this will be worked
out without trouble for the boy. I
will have a conference with Jap
Haskell (Oklahoma’s athletic di-
rector) early next week when we are
to meet in Oklahoma City about
some other matters. I am sure that
when we have all the information be-
fore us, this can be settled.”

Only Cossey Was Talkative

On the Norman campus athletic of-
ficials refused to become excited
about the affair. Haskell was not too
talkative but did remark that the
transfer of the athlete was regular.
John Jacobs, Sooner track coach, was
another who offered no comment.

Cossey however was entirely dif-
ferent. He seemed willing to talk on
both campuses but with conflicting
statements. While at Stillwater he
objected to the many letters, phone
calls, and visitors whom he was re-

(continued to page seven) |
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In order to clarify the college amateur baseball rules, but
not to open up old wounds, we quote High Coomissioner Kenesaw Mountain
landis as follows: "Secret baseball contracts, the kind in which a
college baseball player usually gets financial assistance for wnh-
ing to join the paying elub after graduation, are legally worthless,”
Says wm-. 'le pubnoly m-mmnwzum |

sional elnh- and m enabled those clubs to viahb ﬂu phyu'
iindit, _

manbmthmmxuu.mm
and head baseball coach, Lewrence “Jap" Haskell end Lewrence layton,
former Wichits, Kansas, North ligh School baseball star, both of the
Universit; d’m in which it is alleged that Layton has such a
sub-rose contract with the Doston Red Sox. It is also alleged that
mxummp-pwrmmmmsanuawmm
mmummﬁ-uﬁmmtyum:mm.

m:mm-mmmummzmmtmmnm

had been suggestions that such secret documents as the scout's agreement
to pay Rarich $1000,00 for his promise to sign a Yankee farm contract
mwmhmammbummeﬁumwhh

inth-hlum inﬁhhﬂnplqumﬂhﬂub!womd,

atﬁaiah ortm are fnlly &nt ﬂ.ahtiu

cipants in them."

Aigh commissioner declared that in the futwre clubs and
to secret contracts would be

LS
o
I

the New York Yankees of tie Americen lLesgue. The Conmissioner said there

s it would imlmﬁamﬂnwmuﬁm



- Den

farm contract are Buster Mills, Jack Baer, the Sooner's freshman coach,
and "Herb" Scheffler, a Sooner star in both basketball and baseball.
mmuuuq.mmzmnmﬁuxynmuum
athletes up to unwritten clandestine agreements in cooperation with
major league baseball scouts is not an uncommon thing. This unlawful
practice insures the athlete expense money to go through sollege and
also provides the coach with additional income as the coach is paid

handsomely for each recruit accepted by the major league.

umm:-pomm this is an illegal act breaking
both the law in organised baseball and being & clear violation of the
eligibility rules of the college concerning subsidization by a pro-
fessional baseball club, -

The administration of professional baseball merits the confidence
of the nation because of the fair and fearless control of the sport by
thhg-utju'i-tandhuhllcm, Mphndh

Intercollegiate athletics are i.n sore need of such a peerless

person,



. THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA
NORMAN, OKLAHOMA

Intercollegiate Athletics

Dre Fo Co Allen
Basketball Coach
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kans.

Deay Coach:

Thanks a great deal for your fine letter of March 6., 1
appreciate the nice things you said very muche

Jap helped me straighten out the photographers between
halves and 1 am going to talk to John Cronley, Iaily Okla-
hmnlperhtditm-. about keeping them in a corner for
year's games. 1 am sure we can work it out satisfactorily
and if they want some special shots of you, I don't see why
nun'tlhmtthnborm the game starts.

i passed your suggestions concerning the two-ball rule
on to Sruwe and you shouldn't have any trouble on that score
hereaf'ters Haturally this is entirely out of my province
but I showed it to Bfuce anyhow and mearwhile he had re-

you had then. Better rebounding with Blaek in thm'
a corkere

Some of our people were bitter about not getting a
chance in the playeff but the same rule c¢lipped you last year
so it looks like turn about is fair play. _

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Harold Keith,
Director Sports Publicity
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distort and discolor S Lus Rots & ¢  the case.

I mﬂi much u&.r have mm tht m tn um

:.Mﬂntmmmmﬂﬁmmnmﬁumdhm
mm»mnﬂumpﬂm

Now, Harold, so muoh for that, and I will forget it since
i know that when you know it you will see that there is nut a repetition

efﬁhmwwm:efﬁnmim.mmumm

‘!'mwin mmwmuiuxy mm @wmﬁwm
the Ehiuge M’m 48 to u. |

IholimwimmﬁtMMdd‘Qtdm
team in the Big Six Conference, ineluding Oklahioma, by & smeh wider
wdwgmmmemmmmmw
This statement goes for Hehraska, Kansas State and Ilowa State, snd to-
night we will find out about Nissouri. OF course, we may be Leaten

by ¥issouri tonight, and if we are of course Uklahoms will win énd we
will congratulate them. But if we defeat Missouri, then instead of
talkking about scoring wore points on Xansas as Oklahoms did, why not
bring out the true ratio Letween the offense and the defense and say
anmmu—mtmzmummmw
cause the offensive~defensive ratio is so outstandingly large as to




Director of Physical Educetion and Reoreation,

Varsity Basketball and Daseball Coach.




N ¥ B

Dr. ¥, W, Davis, Faculty
Representative, M.V.I.A.A,
University of Lansas
Lawrence, fansas

Dear Dr. Davis:

After the meeting of the Pig Six Conference held in Eensas City on
the 27¢h day of February, you handed me some correspondence which contxined
some charges of athletic irrepgularities affecting the University of Oklahoms
Athletic Department. hhtﬁuzrﬂmﬂhmmuﬁrmoﬁ.
from sn attorney in Wichita, Kansas, and snother, dated January 26th, from an
attorney in Wichita. MWMM&I&.MW es of which
were given to me. The correspondence also included two letters from F, C, Allen,
one dated February Sth eand the other February 10th. You requested that I investi-
gate the charges made in this correspondence and advise you.

Upon returning to Norman I immediately had a conf'erence with Mr, Haskell,
our director of athleties. I requested Mr, Haskell to furnish me a written
statement covering these charges. I also called upon Y¥r, Cross, the business
manager of athletiocs, for a staterment as to whether or not any funds of the
athletic department had been expended in peying the expenses of high school boys
from ‘dchita, Fansas. I also talked to M¥r., Lester Layton, a student at the
University of Oklahonme, ' '

Seversl days later ¥r. laskell furnished me with a complete statement

in which he fletly denied any irregularities, end in which he regquested further
that I ingist that ¥r, Allen furnish specific proof rather than rumors and hearsay.
It was quite evident to me that it would be necessary that I personally go %o

Wichita %o interview the persons mentioned in the correspondence, or that I send
someone there for the purpose of getting first-hand information from those
supposedly involved. I preferred, of course, to investigate this myself,

Due to the press of business it wes impossible for me to leave., I was
hoping week after week that I could mske the trip. However, finding that I could
not go, I enlisted the services of & man in whom I have the utmost confidence,
for the purpose of seowring for me firste-hand informstion from those mentioned
in the correspondence. After several conferences with this man I furnished him
the full correspondence and instructed him to interview each person involved and
report back the situation as he found it, Ihnbotmuﬁuupertot&hm,
which I will be glad to show you at owr next meeting.

The following is an excerpt from a letter addtessed "Dear Phog", and
hﬂm&M: _




o
" *I have been doing a little snooping around regarding the .
situation at North High School. Ome of my Paul Good,
is viceeprincipal of North High School. day |
confidential manmer, _

"Incidentallyp Mr. Uood and Mr, Groe are neither L.U. athletes, and
neither las any interest at all in K.U. but definitely feel that these boys should
go to some school in the State of Xansas, and that Kansas should retain their
athletes in the Jtate of Kemsas. They have no particular school in mind but
merely fesl that we should not sit here and let the State of Cklahoma come into
our territory and "buy" our outstending players. Incidentally, someone should
talk to this Dougz Brown about going to K.U., &as no one has shown any interest in

at the University of Kensas, and that Bill Jamison, together with another Wichita
mwmm,m«»m.toxm_htu.comn '



©
E
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Wm

on to go and it was therefore satisfactery
Good then gave the names of the fowr boys

In addition to the above named persons, Mr. George Powers, Wichita
them permissi
1thoritie Hr.

attorney, was interviewed, as well as "Dutoh™ Scheufler,

u _m“ _
mummmmmmwu




Er, Grm de mm that he
LBY 0N w huu to M W t m

MM ¥r. Groe ahﬁi ht he uﬁmﬁ, among other sechoc .
8ity of Texas snd the University of Oklahoms mwhmmmmgmmlh
the faet that lLayton hed selected the mvrmi.w of Oklahos
hed a fine record in baseball over a period of years. Mr. Gmahouuht
the 0.U. alumni group in Wichita was solidly behind their high school team and
hdhm:gmtimthmh,mvtumvmmw He stated
e sersonally glad they took a interest in boys who were on the .mm

Ge itter, student at North High School -- My invnﬂum found M the
"""""’ made by Mr. Ritter were practically identical with those made by Poug
h'm. It was Ritter's understanding that the expense money was paid to ¥r,
Haskell and that he in twrn wrote & check for the mt. wing it to the owner
of ﬁﬂ GE8Y e '

'IM:MMM&“&.PMMMM&WIM%
mmmmrsrmappmwmm-a&m thldnhmh
mm«,mm:«ummuma&nmmummm
Cklehoma. lie went on to say that he certainly did not have any information that
would comeern the situation because he Imew absclutely nothing about it, and that
mmmMammmmnmmemmm
it because ho had other things to do. Im&hhﬁs _
me the same thing, assuring me that he had never mything
gituetion, I asked his opinion on several metters and we talked back and for
rwmﬁm'«t‘mqummtIMuhtwd&m'whthMtM-

rmm_htﬁmmtmlmmﬂueﬂ" '
said, "Well it doesn't seem to be very confidential l:lm you h:n it," h
admitted that le mmmu- letter and stated that it gave hi: views exactly.
IuﬂéMmMMmﬂmfmm“

I wish h un yw particule

yet.” It seems to me thing proposed by your alummus and attorney in
Wichits is mﬁyrht some efthslm of O.Us in Whekita have done, and that
is to encourage these boys to go to their particular schoel. The alwmus writing
this letter %o ¥y, Allen suggests that someone should talk to Douz Brown. He
mmxvmm that Phog Allen do something about it. I am merely calling yowr
attention to thils statement to show et it is more or less the natural thing for

malmhnnth interest a good athlete in his own university, and I feel

mtitumumrormmwc.mhaoammm;uuurwm ‘




of law such evidence is '
vestigated, with the results as r
doesn't contain any of the elemenis

Mhrqﬂrdir*vhmmﬁ
evidence or to cease his child's play.



=l

For My, Allen's information, Buster }Mills, after graduanting from the
University of Oklahoma, Mﬂﬁcmﬂmtdﬁmmuh.

m—.annmmun-. mh.atmnm«enmummiw
of Oklahoma, @s the president of the Board and the chief athletic getter. I
mtmammlmrmmmh-. mw.mm-m.umm
%Mmivumwuﬁrulm.m:hdht
more about it than Nr, Allem, he ms not Interested himself
for the University of Oklahoma, &.mu;mmmwu&muu
interested in all phases of Tniversity administration, he has '
run the affalirs of the athletic depariment.

Irﬂm‘mﬂhtmﬁmﬁhmlyhribhqwuq
from ereeping inte college athletics. thMvmiwotmm
be sprouting wings, 1 do not believe that the University of ¥ansas is entirely free
of suspicion, Mr, laskell submitted to me 2 list of prominent Uklahoms athletes
who made & fine athlotic record at the University of Fansas, Inm‘tlhtmmh
athletes as Standifer and Harnest Bradley of Cherokee, Ad Lindsey of Kingfishe

the two Johnson brothers, great bdasketball players, fmmcsw.r.e.ump
and T, Fo Hunter of Oklahome City, Tom Poor of Ngilester, and Ormand Beach of
Pavhuska, These are just a few of the many athletes who have gone to the University
of Kamses from Oklahoma. In many instances alummi snd friends of the University
of Oklahoma have been very suspicious about these boys lesving under the very
shadow of the University of Oklshoma to go %o Keanses University. Ve have taken
the position that if a stwient prefers ¢o go to Kansas University or any other
university rather than to come %o the University of Cklahorm, it is his privilege
to do so and we bid hin Godé speed and hope that he makes s success. On the other
hand, we certainly are not going to turn dowm a promising athlete because he
happens to come from Nansas,

rmthMMuhunmtwwmhthmiv
ammmm:m.mmuﬁmmummh
.hnnt-r, it is not suwrprising that some of them interest high school

1t in coming here.
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Lester Layton has furnished definite proof that he is not under
contract with any professional baseball club,

. "Duteh” mm»oﬂ'&MMuﬁﬂlmmﬁrﬁlﬁr
of Oklahorme or its athletic department. I fon't feel that it is
uwy privilege or duty to advise Mr, Haskell whom he shall seleot
ummwmm.MIMhnn
firm conviction that it doesn't corceorn lr, Allen one iota.

E.Mhdm&dodﬁmrmm'wﬁun
lnrnn,ndurhinlydh'tbﬂm then to lorman,

H.Gmgnl’m.anutmummu.mtbmw |
Jmﬁs.lm. Yhen interviewed he first denied imowledge, and
faced with a guotation from his letter he admitted writing
with

lotter and then stated that those were still his views. When
statements of dhose whom he had preswwsbly quoted, he
adnitted that his information was hearsay and rumor. I feel that

- an overjealous alumi desirous of supports
o Allen,

another Wichlita attorney, dated February 8,
" Seheufler and Jap laskell's brother.
ttor is so devoid of facts that it doesn't
m-mwmmhulmm
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