RAPS ALLEN’S CAGE PLAN

ELEVATING BASKETS TO TWELVE
FEET IS CALLED ABSURD.

Notre Dame Coach Says 10-Second
* Rule Should Be Abolished if
an Improvement IS

' Sought.

NotrRe DamEe, Inp, March 20—
Coach George Keogan of the Notre
Dame basket ball team brands as

. absurd the pro-
%1 posal of Coach
¥ C. Phogy
Allen of Kansas
to elevate the
basket to twelve
feet in college
competition.

“This proposal
is as absurd as
the existing 10-
second rule)”
Keogan said
yvesterday. “If
they want to
legislate against
big men, they
- « can abolish the

“Phog” Allen. 10-second rule.

' This rule has legislated the uninter-
' esting zone defense into basket ball.

“Big men now jam in under the
basket. If the 10-second rule 1S
abolished, these big men will wear
 themselves out trying to follow the

smaller men. The game will become
faster and more interesting. Four-
i teen of the sixteen teams in the Indi-
ana high school tournament used the
zone defense, and it was generally
agreed that this year’s tournament
"was the least inferesting in recent
years.” A

Keogan recommended that fouls in
the lower part of the court be not
charged against a player as far as
his ejection from the game is con-
cerned, or that five fouls be allowed.
The player fouled should be. allowed
to take his free throw as under the
present rule. Keogan believes too
many good men are ejected from
‘games for harmless fouls.

He also recommended that a large
circle be drawn outside the center
Jump ring and that forwards and
guards be kept out of this circle until
after the jump. “There is too much
jamming around the center circle
‘now, and it slows up the game. Such
‘a rule also would hurt big men,” he
said.

Koegan’s team won twenty of its
twenty-four games the last season.
All except one of his men were over
six feet tall.




Concerning Coach Georg? Keogan's, of Notre Dame, criticism of
Coach Forrest C. Allen s proposal to raise the basket to a height
of 12 ft. and concerning Coach Keogan's criticism of the ten
second rule that was put into effect two years ago, Director
Allen had the following to say: |

"The game of basket ball today is splendid as it is." "There is
nothing wrong with it." "However there is nothing sacred about
the rules.” "Is it not thinkable that an improvement can be made
upon anythingt" '

Coach George Keogan is running true to form as a perennial objector
on basket ball rules. Coach Keogan attended the basket ball coaches
meeting at Chicago two years ago where the ten second rule was
recommended by the coaches body to the rules meeting and Keogan was
one of the 160 university coaches who voted unanimously for the
change,

I fear when Keogan flays the eenter line scross the court rule, he
can count his supporters on the digit of his hand, This rule has
revivified the indoor sport and made basket ball play more popular
than 1t ever has been before. '

In commenting on the suggestions Coach Allen made, he said, "I

do not ask that these changes be made this year., I am just offer-
ing suggestions for trial and research investigation for the

future., However, I do believe that some of these changes will be
incorporated in the Kational Rules in the course of the next three
years, Some of them urdoubtedly will bear investigation and trial.,"

Commenting on the 12 ft., basket rule, Coach Allen said, "The height
of' the basket was placed at 10 ft, by Dr, James Naismith, the in-
ventor of the game, because the running track in the gymnasium at
Springfield, Mass. College was just that height." He further
stated, "I have asked President Roy Mundorff #t of Georgia Tech-

at Atlanta, where the coaches meeting is to be held, to install

two 12 ft. baskets for a trial game during the coaches meeting.

1 am sure the coaches will be surprised how very much the congestion
under the basket will be cleared up by raising the height of the
baskets two additional feet," '

Four teams of national reputation have been invited to Atlanta to
demonstrate before the coaches assembled the style of each particu-
lar section. The University of Pittsburgh, University of Kentucky,
University of Kansas and Illinois Wesleyan were invited as the -
four representative teams, The University of Kansas found it im-
possible to attend, because first - the Big Six rules forbid it,
and second - the boys would miss too much time away from school
after thelr strenuous basket ball season,




e
Eansas won 18 of our 17 contests played this year,

Summing up the suggestions that Cosech Allen will munt to the
coaches meeoting for considerstion and further to the rules dody,

Coach Allen listed them as follows -

l. REalsze daskets to & height of 12 ft,
Purpose: to equalize height of men and %t clear up the con-
gestl on under baske t, PFurther to reduce the great number of fouls
that are now made by players driving in for' lay-up shots and being
fouléd by the guards on &tk ay. This will decrease fouls at
least by 30 per-cent., Rebounds from shots will fall further out
into the court, making it impossible for big powerful guards to
block out the opponents coming into the basket, Dr, Nalsmith
vesterday 0.K,'d the suggestion of ralsing the baskets for college

2. To increase tmthetcui-t to maximum of 56 ft. instead of 50
ft. a8 now, ' '

Purpose: 9¢ A blow against the so-called sone defense. Also
making possible fewer out of bound balls, A team in possession
of the bHall can much easier manipulate play off of the side of the
basket than out in {ront and into the basket with 6 rt. additional

3, Move the dback-bosrds 4 to 6 ft, inside the end line, DIy rais-
ing the basket 2 ft. the back-board will be elevated so that the
back-board and basket will not interfere with passes from back of
the board into the couwrt, striking the back stop, This will also
lessen out of bound plays, Mary shots ##¢ #iewed which missed the
basket heretofore cen now be recovered and play continued whiech
heretofore was not true under the present rules., This will make
more sustained action and continuems play.

4., Increase the fleld goal to 3 points, leaving the free throw
one point end the fouwr persomal fouls rule as it is,

8., Prohibit pivot post men from shooting at basket, whlle he 1s

in the free throw lane with his dack to the basket, 4Allow him to
::ndh ball in the fres throw area with the three second reatriec-
40BR &8 TOW,

6, Take time out for substitutions in the last minute of each
half as 1s the case of the football rules. This permits substi-
tutions but prevents a coach taking excessive time out to beat the
purpose of the rule by cresting unnecessary delay.

7, A minimum circumference of 294 inches for a basket ball, The
rule now states it shall not be less than 30, nor more than 31,
Because of the feet that such & change might work & hardship on
the ball manufscturers it would be inadvisable to rush such a
ough, #Host players favor a smaller ball because it more




#3
nearly fits the hands of the average player and goals are more
easily made with a smaller ball,

8. Purther cooperation by the coaches and athletiec authppities
toward the restriction of the Doo-Boo by the spectators in
basket ball,

Coaeh Allen explained that there were # few college or university
courts but what would allow a 12 ft, basket height, The new
audbtoris and gymnasla are constructed with very hi cdlings,

An extra 3 ft. m th! um of - hukcb ball Wt tm:n be
subject te the same ruling. He p« d out that many college and
m: F8LLy eourts that are pid ﬂ % :l ‘!’M EM!}!!! mﬂ 0
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Coseh Allen stated that he his no desire to proposéd am
rules for immediate action., The gan iu 8T unau as 1t 1
why not try to iuprove the play, if possible

Forrest C., Allen


















































































