: To Our New Prophets

-Herver's Dec. 1940

Herper's Megezine slways cerries & sectidn in the besck
of eceh issue ceslled The Eesy Cheir. Ever since I cen remember,

this section hes been conducted by Bernerd DeVoto, 2 men of

prominence ss 2 vriter of books, especislly books of description,

(he loves Vermont).

In the December, 1940 issue, his erticle, comprising the

entire space of The Essy Cheir is celled To Qur Neé Pfonhets.

It & an 9rtiéle four pesges long end should be resd by every Amer -
icen before the more prominenily pleced erticles of the magszine
are touched. It 1is fhe entree for the entire issue.

Hr. DeVoto, herein, proves himself to be en unsdultersted
Americens. His 1dess of Americenism are so ¢ck-re He is not con-
fused within himself by ideologies--1deonlogies vhich he thinks
conflused Rof Hilton, when wvriting The Inner Threst snd Our Own
Softness, vhich I reviewed for this course from Sept. 1940 FHarpers.

Mre DeVoto, is et veriesnce with Roy Filton on the 1ides
thet comfort and security sre feminine iderls, 2nd thest our
"debiliteted manhood" has gone sissy. He seys thet is exsctly
rhet the Fuhrer is telling e despeiring pepple: "that only
herdness is left them, thet beyond the chennel lies Englend,end

thet they will feed fet if they get Mssculine enough to cross the

we 'tFY’ a"

Mr. DeVoto believes that the desire to meke one's 1life

o8 eesy es possible for oneself and one's children wes the

pmericen dream from the beginning snd thet the pioneers yoked

up their oxen end cleered forests to meke this dreem come truee.



