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February 17, 1938

Dr. Forrest C, Allen
Varsity Basketball Coach
University of Kansas

| Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Doc:

This will acknowledge your letter of February 1ll. In
e sending you the materiel on our barnstorming trip, I had no
idea that you were working up a report of any kind. Had I known
this to be the case, I could have sent you & lot of definite,
statistical information with respect to weights, comparative
schedules, menus, results of games and reactions of players under
varying conditions. However, I got the impression that you
merely wanted a general statement of my experiences 1in trevel-
ing with the basketball team on extended trips. 1 am hoping to
be able to write up all of this material in an intelligent fashion
for the benefit of those who are interested in taking barnstorm-
ing trips. When I finish the work 1 shall be glad to send it
on to you. Naturally, I shall send it in to one of our publica-
tions for their use for the benefit of others in our profession.

As our season continues, I am more convinced then when
I wrote to you that my earlier analysis was correct. Unless
something happens within the next three weeks to upset this reas-
oning, then I shall be convinced thet 1 was somewhat of an expert.
Of course, this 1s a dangerous conclugion for anyone to make, SO
it may be better if I am put in my right place before that happens.

hi-th. best VJiShESQ I ail

Very cordially yours,

JWB:bp
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February 5, 1938

Mr. Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Doc:

Thank you very much for your letter of Jamary 25, 1 quite agree
with you that it seems a little diffiicult to get fellows to visualize the
possibilities in the research field, particularly with respect to our problems
in basketball. I think the point you were working on and which you mentioned
to Val Lentz will be quite interestuing to report. My particular .work here has
consisted of an investigation of the fatigue effects of basketball on players
as compared with other athletic activities. There is, of course, no end to
this sort of activity but I mey have just a little bit of information that may
show the general trend. I am afraid it won't be too scientific.

I do not think you should take everything you read in the papers and
the magazines too seriously. I thought the article in Time was very compli-
mentary to my boy Hank. I sincerely think he is one of the best basketball
players I have ever seen. In addition, he is a joy to work with.

Now with respect to your inquiry concerning the strenuousness of
cross-country trips. There is no doubt, of course, that traveling 1s rather
strenuous. ©ince I have been here at Stanford, I have had a good opportunity
to study the effects of barnstorming trips upon the results of my conference
seasons. From a careful study of the weights of the boys, their mental atti-
tude toward the game, etc. 1 think I can safely say that a barnstorming trip
mey or may not affect the results of a conference season adversely. It will
depend entirely upon the type of trip, the number of games played, and the
opportunity to get reorganized upon return home and before the conference
season opens. In my opinion, barnstorming is no good for a green team because
it does not give an opportunity to practice and iron out mistskes after each
contest that is played. 1 believe we have profited least when we have teken
a sophomore team on the road. If I were to take a sophomore team on the road
again, I would see to it that they played just as many gemes as possible.

This added competition would off-set the lack of opportunity for practice
when treveling and the experience the pleyers would get under game conditions,
would in part meke up for the lack of practice.

Now when I organize a trip, I do not take any games that require
jumps off the main line between the east and the west. Neither do I like to
be continually jumping from oné place to another under strenuous travel con-
ditions. This jumping back and forth on branch lines and getting into a place
just in time to play a game is not conducive to best results and the wear and
tear on the pleyers is usually felt for ome time afterward. The trip which I
mede this last year and the one the year before, I consider to be quite ideal.
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With one exception, we had our games spaced exactly right and we had plenty
of time to recuperate between games, we had opportunities to practice along
the way and at the same time, our trip was so planned that it was quite edu-
cational to the boys because we were able to do a lot of good sight-seeing.
As a matter of fact, due to the way our school is organized here on the
guarter plan, we have no scholastic worries whatever, so we can have &
rolicking good time on the whole trip. By carefully watching the diet of

the players with careful supervision of their health practices, we have taken
our past two trips without any 1ill effectis, whatsoever.

I have felt that these intersectionsl games are doing more to
give us a uniform type of basketball and rules interpretation throughout the
country than anything elae. 1 know that my boys, ac well as myself, learn
a great deal of basketball on these trips and 1 feel quite sure we are con-
tributing just a little bit to the game on our own part. We have changed our
play as a result of what we have learned, and I have noticed that the teams
in the sections of the country where we have played have to a certain extent
copled some of our points which they have felt were advantageous to their
play. OQur plan has been to travel every other year. However, our teams
during the past three years have been g0 much in demand and the financial
considerations were so favorable to us that we could not afford to turn down
the trips. We had a seasoned team so we used this as a means of maintaining
a high interest and it has worked perfectly.

The slump of my team this year 1 do not feel is attributed to our
trip at all. After we got home, we had about two weeks to prepare for the
opening of our conference season. My three veterans contracted colds. They
were in the rest home for over a week. 1 feel quite sure this set-back caused
the reverse which was evident in our games. Last week, it appeared to me the
boys were back on the way to the top of their game again. Of course, now we
are fighting against a very severe handicap, but I am hoping we can finish the
season strong.

Now with respect to your letter of Januery 28 which I have just
received. I do not believe any good will come from continued controversy
between individuals, and for this reason, I propose to drop the matter. Ve
have rehearsed and rehashed this whole matter a number of times so 1 do not
believe anything is to be gained by continuing the issue. ourface evidence
and deep facts are, of course, two different things. My conclusions and
opinion have not been built up hurriedly, but rather over a period of a number
of years. 1 have formed some of these rather reluctantly, so let's Just con-
sider that there is a diffemnce of opinion and drop the matter at that. I assure
you there is no misunderstanding, so as far as 1 am concerned the matter is
finished.

1l don't know that 1 have given you any valueble informstion on
traveling with a team, but at least you have my own conclusions and practices

With best wishes, I am

Very cordially'yours,

s

JWB/d
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LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY

COULEGE OF ARIS AND SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF ATHLETICS AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

300 PEARL STREE]
« BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

CLAIR F. BEE,

Director

Mr. Fog Allen
Universlity of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas
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INTERCOLLEGIATE ELIGIBILITY RULES

Each student must maintain satisfactory academic standing in order to be eligible to participate in athletics.
No student may represent the University in a major sport until he has attained sophomore standing.

Telephone:
TRiangle 5-6211

Students who transfer from other colleges or universities must complete one year of college work at Long Island Unwersuty before they may partlc:pate in

major sports.
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STANFORD UNIVERSITY - CALIFORNIA
P. 0. BOX 3006

OFFICE OF GENERAL MANAGER January 13, 1938

Dr. Forrest C. Allen, Varsity Basketball Coach
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Doctor Allen:

This will acknowledge your letter of December 30th, concerning a
series of games of basketball between Stanford and Kansas, here at
otanford. I am glad to know that you are interested in coming out.
The dates between December 25 and January 1 will probably be the
most feasible for pleying these three games in 1941.

I1f this agreement 1s agreeable to you, will you please. let me know

at your early convenlience so that we may begin to build the rest
of our preliminary schedule around these games.

four statement attributed to Ralph Miller is okeh except that you
have the wrong tense. What I said was that I "had" tried in every
way possible to get a game with Kansas but had not been successful.
I was referring, of course, to our very extended correspondence of

last year. We are, however, glad for the opportunity to meet you
out here under the above arrangements.

With best wishes, I am

Very cordially yours,

JWB2o or of Basketball

Schedules and arrangements for games not official until confirmed by General Manager.
Address all communications to Box 3006, Stanford University.
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With best wishes, I am
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STANFORD UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF HYGIENE AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Divisions of:

Physical Education Activities (Including Athletics) Division of Informational Hygiene
Professional Education in Hygiene and Physical Education Men Students’ Health Service
University Health Service

STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA

July 26, 1938

Dr. vorrest C. Allen

Director of Physical Education
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Doc:

I have delayed answering your letter of July 1
until I could get in touch with Thomas. He was out here
this last week attending a Lions'! Convention and 80 1 had
an opportunity to visit with him. I find I am going to
be busier than that proverbial cramberry merchant while
I am in Topeka. For this reason, I hesitate to make any
dates for entertainment. You see, 1 do not have any time
for vacation this year. 1 usually take my vacation during
September, but my new job responsibilities begin at that
time, so I must hurry right back from Topeka t0 get on the
job. I am hoping, however, to spend one day or longer in
thet viecinity after I have finished the coaching school
assignment. If you are going to be around Lawrence auring
the last week in August, then if I can make a definite ar-
rangement at that time, I will get in touch with you. 1
would like nothing better than to try my untrained skilil at
co0lf. You see I have played about twice during the last

two or three years on the rolling hills of eastern Kansas.

I am dropping a line to George Nettels to suggest
that it is time for him to visit the home folKs at Topeka,
particularly the last week in August.

Thank you again for your letter. 1 shall try to
plan to0 get in touch with you while I am in Topeka. With
best wishes, 1 am

Very cordially yours,

JWB/d






CLAUDE L.WILSON, CasHIER
LAWRENCE S.BLUM, Asst. CAsSHIER

MAURICE L.BREIDENTHAL, PresIiDENT
MILTON W.FELD, Vice PRESIDENT

INNESOTA : AVE AT SEVENTH

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS

August 29, 1938.

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Phog:

I am enclosing copy of a letter just written to Mrs.
Wellhausen which will be self-explanatory. I understand
you want me to hold the new note here. If not, please

let me know and I will send it to you.

With best wishes, 1 am

MLB: LM
Enc.
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y 107 W. Prescott Ave. -
SALINA, KANSAS
Telephone 27 07
-~ Concordia, Kas,
| Dec, 2., 1957, |

pr, F. C, Allen,
Uni., of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kensas, .

ear Phog:

T am sendine vou by express tonight the Basketball
picture in the hope that you cén £ind some use for it to-
morrow, This is literally throwing it in your lap without
due notice but thought vou might be able to work it into
vour schedule and then bring it to Kansas City with you

- Saturday morning, |
| W11l be on hend in ample season Saturday morning +

to have things readv by noon, If you wish to relieve yourself
of the responsibility of the film, leave it with the Hotel
Manager, Mr, McGeorhe and I will pick it up when I get in,

~ Thanks for vour manv favors,
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

January 11, 1938

DEPARTMENT OF
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Dre Forrest C. Allen, Head Basketball Coack
University of Keansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Phog:

I think it was fine of you to have the McCraw=-Hill Book Com=-
pany send me your new book, "Better Basketball."” This is
the best book that I have read on the subject, and I want To
congratulate you on the contribution you have made. I am
sure that your services will be rewarded and appreciated by
all who have an opportunity to read the book.

We didn't give the old grads much to shout about this fall
but I feel that some progress was made, even though 1t may
not show on the scoreboard, and that we will start out this
fall a little better co=ordinated.

I will look forwerd to seeing you when we come to Lawrence
this fall,

With kind regards end best wishes for the New Year, I am,

- Sincerely yours,

). -
Y P
De Xeo Bibl e

DXB s RH



