February 3rd, 1939

To Members, _
National Basketball Committee:

1f the esnnusl gquestionnaires are to be effective they must be printed in time for dis-

tribution lefore the various tournaments. It always requires considerable time for
the preliminary work which must precede the actual printing of the questionnaire.
Consequently I am wrging that you give immediate - attention to the suggestions in

this letter.

The questionnaire should probably eontain a check uybn gsentiment relative %o the fol-
lowing changes which were made last year.

1., Whether the rule against allowing a substitution after a goal 1s satisfactory.

2. Whether the present regulations relative :o length and number of time-out periods
end intermissions are satisfactory.

3, Whether the change made in the three-second rule is satisfactory.

4, Whether four=foot end space hes proven to be advantageous where used.

5. Whether the method of deciding tle games in high schools is satisfactory.

Here are other topies which might be value in the questionnaire:

1. Whether a method of timing whereby the watch would stopped each time The

ball is dead would be desirable. -

2. Whether the bouncing reaction of a ball should be set near the present maximum

or near the present minimum or halfway between.

3., Whether seps should be taken To permit optional use of a be.ckboard which would
have several inches removed from the lower edge. ,

4, Whether college gemes shouldbe played in ten-minute quarters.

5, Whether the offended team should be allowed to keep possession of the ball after
a free throw following a deliberate foul.

6. Whether the amount of seoring in the present game

right.

is too Hgh or too low or about

nsidered is that in commection with reducing

the number of times a player 1is disquslified because of more or less trivial fouls
which are classed as personal fouls. One suggestion is that if a player fouls an
opponent in the act of shooting, the foul is not charged toward disqualif ication if
the basket is made. Of course, the free throw would still be allowed. If this
does not seem to be acceptable, There may be some other way to decrease the likeli-
hood of a player who is acbually attempting to play = clean game being removed in
the first quarter. Give this matter some thought.

Another suggestion which might be co

Please go over these suggestions and let me have your reaction to them along with
any other suggestions for material that would be helpful in the questionnaire.

1f I do not hear from you in a reasonable length of time, I shall a ssume t hat you
have nothing to suggest. After all suggestions are tabul ated, they will be pre-
sented to the Questionnaire Committee and the final questionmalire will be made up

in secordance with the wishes of that committee.
Yours truly,

K Boen,

Secretary

HVP/3
Enc. questionnaire
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lire He Ve Porhlr, ﬂoenhry,
llational Basketball Committee,
11 South laSalle Street, .
Chi.m, IIIM'Q

Ihmblyhgywrpardmibrmr&lnymmﬂngyow
commmication of the 3rd instants The very day that your epistle
-~ arrived I started to dictate a reply, and then the usual aduinis-
trative inberruption came after I had dictated two sentences. ¥
Then came games, and in the shuffle the correspondence got down be-
low the level of "must reply”. Iﬂndwulfammrm"w
delinquencye

Ammywmumimmﬂullyt
le f&nmuhmt’nmmtwahmﬁdhwt

plan Yo permit substitutions after & goale I do not have the
e | _

2e Itnwallofmdﬁutthoﬂual
tine-outse Ibolimﬂulmgﬁld‘thowh

Se Thonumtohmobjuﬁ.mtoth-wmh
in our district,

de ihnfmrtuobndmummadmhm- There
has been no oriticism of i%e |

5¢ From what I learn the method of deciding tie games in
high schools appears uﬁw.mmtmbuthww

hishnhoolpooplo

; '



 Other topics M un'uw value .in the questiommaire.

le There is merit at least in the subjecte I would 1ike
tomitw.. |

gl ~ mu.wmmmmm‘
and the leather ball, Just as much difference as with the "rabbit"
ball which was formerly used in baseball, as compared to the stand-
ard balle The snswer to this question is beyond me because .
is such & wast difference, and in colleges ' 4 :
the testing prosedure prior to a game. - -
high school organizations, but the eolleges tell
uuphyaw,anamu&-m- -

& with the "rubber" or "rebbit" ball. mwmoﬁ-
plain of the vast difference between the two balls.

" Be Ipurmmmmmwm-mamm
wwtmmWammmwothhuwmlm

4- Imaummmmmumommm !
should be played in ten minute quarterse. m.mau1manm

mummtuwmuu

e Iud&omm&tﬂshouldllmimlﬁ-mtb-—
topies for discussion the guestion that the of'fended teem 14 be
- allowed to keep on of the hall after a freo
a deliberate mmmm

. Ce Momhbadmuhmmﬂrtumm
from "fire wagon" mml. mwmmm '

Mgmdmmnmwmﬁmofpmm
formnngmorhu'h'im rmlliﬁuhmohmdumm .
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consistently, yet he will let
was callede That is the humen equasione I believe if we can lmprove
our officiating we will do the thing thet is most needede <

~ High sehool erganigzations can require the attendance of their
offieials at a .conference, but college officiating is the most variable
thing that I lmow ofs Seldom are all the officials present at s cone
ference neeting, and then ofttimes it is necessary to make changes in
the officieting schedule and obitain officials that have never worked
ecollege gamecse The old time college officiale called fewer fouls,
while the youmger college officials and those officials who work many
high school games eall a great mmbere Personally, I am very strong.
for the younger fellows calling more fouls, and when you call more
fouls vou are going to disqualify more men. But the old timers are
just throwing the btall up and ealling as few as possible, This is
bad for the geme and bad for the 7

-
e
“‘h"ﬁ.
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mmmdﬂnmmmdwmnﬁm-nsmwmamor
the officials to watch him. Ymmhnnmditatm |
mdﬂﬁamthimhhmmmwum

. zmlmwutmmwhmm

bell ai‘bqra.éhatdWaImrt of the basket and falls on the playing
ﬁwamwmmmithafmummwmm.
Mﬁueufmmmummmmu

opens up thet ares, snd it discowages the driving in wnder the besket
for lay-ups, the thing that most offieiels are calling fouls for nowe

Itumwhnﬂertomwwmormfwhwtmaumw
a

'mmitiatodﬂu@mdlqymm.mﬂntm'thmu
12 foot baskets

The fact that I advooated the 12 fect busket several

' yotes 86
mmwmbmnupwm, but the 12 foot basket

o Grssncsinge o gy wsang A sginiogl] ws ey sy g o
The reason I would dislike %o see an 11, foot basket is because '
mﬂmmmmtmjmupmtmmhmnmm
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IuMhlmm‘ﬂahﬂme ~
formthnrwmmfaﬂBMmht,mwmm,dn
encourage more fouling. I am wondering if you could not at least ¢
out a 12 foot basket before the Rulss body meetse Just tack up & &
of baskets above the 10 foot taslets, using the 12 foot baskests
Mmmmmmmm. mj.mandlputmnp
at spmm. s 1I288., and wo jJust used the present backboards by
supe -...-mmbmmmmmn&
mwmmmmmw I want you to ses the
banefit that will accrue on this type of basksts If you could have a
mmﬂmummzm:mammw

somothing that would answer a lot of the questions regarding the
mthrofwuudmmnn But most fouls are made around the
Mmﬂﬁmmawupmmmam,t}mmmmo
nmhu-offonh.

With all good wishes, I an




February 10, 1939

- To Members,
Questionnaire Committee:

Sinee the time is short you should give your immediate attention
to the proposed questionnaire material which is enclosed. In
organizing this I have attempted %o consider all the comments
+that have been received in response to my first letter to all

satisfied with the proposed material.

Unless I hear from you by return mail, 1 shall assume that the
material meets with your approval.

The questionnaires will be distributed in a manner similar %o
thet used in past years. Each member of the committee will

receive several hundred copies and e division of territory
end groups will be suggested.

Yours truly,

Secretary










{g to the effect that it will probatly be held on March
{mmediately following the Nationsl Colleglate Basketball T

-

will be held in Chiasgo,

:.mmumnunamwumhmmmun _,
vaoation the week belore or the week after that date, Also there will probabl
exoursion rates on some of the railreads during that peried.

27¢h, 26th end 20th during or
ournament. %his meeting

I prefer April Tth and 8%h \
| At Chieago . At New York WL
I prefer May 8th and 9th _
i Chioage ... At New York .
Iryeup-u_nﬂn-m-n,musummmunuuuumum.
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I prefer March 29th and 30th
| At Chicago At New York

I prefer April 7th and 8th i
At Chicago At New York

I prefer May 8th and 9th |

At Chicago At New York
o not vote above

If you prefer other date or place d
but list date and place belows:




bl B o il et &
fer ammm :11 af thut. you will vote as you

W £ 1‘“

To avoid further muuﬂmn,_l am submitting only twe possibilities for this
second ballet, You should immediately wire your mftmcr for one of two possie-

bll"mi ‘l. ®y

Moreh 28th and 28tk in Qhieage, or
¥ay lst and 2nd in New Yerk.

Uo not delay. If I do not receive a wire from you by Saturday, Mereh llth, I
M assuue M you do not eare te vote and a plurality for either cholcs will

lp your feelings sny, you can ouss the seeretary for shifting detes.







Mareh 13, 1939

" Po Members,

Here is the result of the recent telegraphic vobte relative to
time and place for the annual meeting:

NHew York, May 1-2

Chicago, Mareh 28-29

J. H, Crocker F. C, Allen

H. D. Edgren John Brown

E, J. Hickox John Bunn

Curtis Parker Frank P. Maguire
Oswald Tower We E. Meanwell

Floyd A. Rowe
J. Ws 8%, Cinly

Hl 5 Sﬂlmn, JIr'e
Willard A. Witte

H, V, Porter

No additional vote was received from lMessrs. Cumingham, Dole
and Jefferess. Judging from the vote of these men on the first
ballot, it is not probable that a new vote from them would have

changed the result.

It appears from this vote that The meeting will be in New York
on May lst and 2nd. Farther details relative to exact time and

place will be sent as soon as they are aveilable.

Yfours 'ﬁ'uly.




May 1 and 2, 1939
Hotel MeAlpin, NWew York City

Mondey, May ls

9100 e Informal osonferences of comittees, mmmm,

 Research and Game Adninistration.
10:00 aane Chaivmen H, H, Salmon, Presiding
Hinutes and Report of Secretary

mmrrmc'Mmﬁm wcuﬁm ormﬁm

MW‘&M&H&::&MM@&M&W“‘
during the daye It is probable that this time will be needed for informal
small group meetings end preparation of material to be presented for final

action on Tuesday.

Mnuammma
Report of Treasurer

Report of Nominating Conmittee and election of officers
Mﬁmmwmmmwﬁmwhw
before the group

Note; It should be possible to finish the meeting by 2:00 pee
However, this will depend somewhat on developments during the earlier
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High School
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Andover, Massachusetts
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Ifay 15 $ 1959 e

31" F. C $ All en’
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Phog:

Thank you for the page on new tTypes of back-
boards,and cuts to go with it, .

I am enclosing a letter which I received some
time ago and which I promigsed to pass on to the “esearch
Cormittee, I do not know whether this is anything your
comittee wishes to go into, but I am dropping it in
your lap anyway. fou do not need to return it for my

files,

I am already looking forward to our visit to
the great open spaces where men are men , and basketball
is basketball, The uvnanimity with which your invitation
was accepted is evidence of your salesmanship and diplomacy,

With kindest regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Mrw.



National Basketball Comnittee

The following is a brief swummary of the principal chonges in
the basketball rules for next season. Only & few of these
summaries have been prepared and therefore they cannot be
supplied in quantities. An early edition of the Ofricia.
Tules will be available about June 15, Copies may be ordored
Prom H, V. Porter, 11 South TaSalle Street, Chicego, Ill,

TTe expeot t0o have the regular edition of the Basketball Guide
ready for distribution earlier this year than in vhe past,

1. The distance from face of backboard to end line has been

Be

made four feelt, with proper a&llowance on courvs where

this distance is impossible, The maximum and ideal cours
length for college teams is 94 feet, with distence between
faces of backboards 86 feet.

After o free throw resulting from a technical foul, whether
medé or missed, the team having the free Throw is To e
awarded the ball out of bounds at mid—court. Then a personal
Poul is called, the captain of the offended Team may waive
the free throw and elect to have the ball put in play Ifrom
out of bounds at mid-court by any player of his Team. In |
cagse of a multiple throw this applies to the last free Throw
only. It does not apply to & double foul.

If & player in the act of shooting is fouled from benhind, Or
roughly handled from any position, two free throws are to be
awsrded whether the field goal is made or missed.

Any playér of & team may ask for time oubt, that is, This
orivilege is no longer limited %o the captain.

In gemes which go into overtime periods, each Team 1S ensitled
to an additional time—out for euch overtime period,

The words " or baokboard " are ton be deleted from Nule 14&,8ecds

There will be numerous changes in wording whieh will have
1i¥t1leo effect on the meaning of bthe sections involved,

Prepared for the National Basketball Committee by Oswald Tower,

Bdivor .

Andover, lassachusetts, Moy 8, 1939,

]
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March 14, 1939

Mr, Oswald Tower, Editor
"Basketball Guide
Andover, Mass,

My dear Mr, Tower:

Enclosed please find a resume of the
1958-1939 New England Conference basketball racq,
which you might find interesting for next winter's
baskethall guide, No doubt, you will have to cut the
long list of insignificant scorers, as you did for the
current Guide,

While writing this letter, I thought
1 might impose upon your time and ruminate upon scor-
1lng in hopes of convincing you that some action ought
Lo be taken at the forthcoming basketball convention
SO thal bpasketball box scores could be standardized and
made to mean something,

| If you would permit, I'll digress and
oring up baseball, Almost everywhere in the United otates
the box score is the same, there being a regular pro-
ceedure in listing the players according to their batting
positions and pursuing the AB, R, H, PO, A, and E in a
uniform fashion, with the possible exXception of the
errors, which, b-cause of lack of space, especially when
the column is divided into halves, are listed directliy
beneatho 1

AS a contrast, baskethall offers a
less complete and, certainly, a more diversified appear -
ing box score, The current bhox score is decidedly "offen-
sive," in that it lists largely the statistics on those
who scored or failed to score, Then, a variety of forms
of box scores are located throughout the nation., While
the majority use the tabulated type, there are ever so
many that only list the na@gﬁ&x%hen, presumably with the
ldea of -saving space, list the fouls and goals, which

tends to make the entire tﬁing amblguous or cumbersome
to read,

oome newspapers list a player's name
as orten as he changes from one position to another, so,
1f a man plays guard, center and forward, or, even changes
from one guard position to another, his name appears more
than once.,



Mr, Tower—--=2

Other newspapers use B instead of G
for a guard. I believe guard is the correct form, al-
‘though I might be wrong. Also, while it makes no dif-
ference, I believe most box scores start the line-up |
with the left forward (rather than the right). In con-
trast to baseball again, they have a regular form,

starting from first to third, and then going from left
field to right.

While I might be an especially interest-
ed fan on basketball, particularly in regards to inter-
pretation of box scores and figures, I believe that if
the above were broached to the rules makers, they will
agree with me that there is a lack of uniformity and
completeness in current baskethall box scores, '

As a remedy, may 1 suggest that the
forthcoming convention accept, or go on record advising,
a "more modern" or "the collegiate" or "the more inte l-
ligent" box score and so herald it that newspapers adopt
1t with the start of next winter, My suggested form is
as follows: '

/

MIN PF FG F PYB
&L e F rg)e-ﬁa'&ﬂ‘ LSRR [ G

(Lower portion of box score to list winner on top and
scores according to quarters or halves, thus:

Winning team 18 20===41]
Losing Team 18  20---38

Referees--Jones and Black. Time of nalves-=20 minutes

In interpreting the suggested form
above, may 1 add that frequently a l%st BF 310 or 15

names in a box scores does not meaﬁi re used, necess-

arilye. Most frequently, a coach uses a first team for
about 35 or 38 minutes, shovegin a second club, and theén
closes the dieing minutes, with a second batch of five,
The paper comes out the next day with a total of 15
players and one says to himself: "Hmm, what an easy
victory, 15 players used." Also, some starting players
or substitutes are used more frequently or longer than
another of equal rank, yet, unless there is a flock of
points alongside his name, the common inference is that
ne played a minute or two or was no good at all, Just
as a digression, the cases of Hank Luisetti and Chet
Jaworski, of RI, could be compared more easily, if the
actual playing time of both could be nad, which, without-
doubt, would be more conclusive than the total number
01 actual games participated in.



Ul'e TOWEIew===3

oome may aver that keeping tabs on the min-
utes actually played by each man would be difficult to
check, I dombt it. That can be added duties for the
timer, Forgetiing the personal reference, I may add
that up to two years ago, when I was employed by the
athletic department here, I kept records/of all the Rhode
lsland games. While employed by the department, I also
Was in the employment of the Providence Journal. Hence,
these two duties had me do the following: keep a record
of the playing times of members of both teams, a record
of every shot, foul or field goal, attempted AND made
by any of the 10 players on the court, in addition to a
running story, record and description of every point made
Ior the next morning's papers., I am human! It is not
hard, I must confess. The timer usually was Fred Tootell,
and I had him "trained" so that he'd bellow the time to
me, at the scorer's bench, everytime o substitutbﬂwas made,
Bhat was easy. I sat next to the official scorer, and
l identified players with numbers, and, whenever there were
three or five immediate shots beneath the basket, I never
took my eyes off the backboard or floor, and, the moment
there came a "lull," I commenced to jot down the figures
of the players, as remembered, or suggested to me by those
around me, who had been forewarmed that they might be ‘
called upon for such assistance., The personal fouls I
secured from the official scorer, as well as the foul tries
one nad.,

I honestly believe that the form of box score
1 "nave suggested on the previous page would be, by Tar,
more ilnformative than the present, While some might be
loathe to do as much work hmecessary to put it out, I believe
that in due time everybody will be reconciled to it. i
dare add that any student of basketball, be he a xoach or
reportver or a mere fan, can surmise a fair account of s
game merely by studying the proposed form; yes, he can euve.
write a good review of the game for the papers! g

I trust ybu Will regard my criticism as an -
effort to improve the game., I shall appreciate receiving
any criticism you may have of my recommendations.

Very truly yours,

William G. m







STANDING COMMITTEES AS APPOINTED BY CHAIRMAN H. H. SALMON

Exgcutive Committes

H. H. Salmon, Jr., Chairman
John W, Bunn, Vice-Chairman
H, V. Porter, Secretary
Floyd A:. Rowe, Treasurer
Oswald Tower, Egitor

Publication Committee

Oswald Tower, Chairman
J, He Crocker

H. H. Salmon, Jr.
JOhn W. Bunn
Ho Vo Porter

Floyd A. Rowe

Research Commi ttf_e_

F, C. Allen, Chairman

J. W Bunn

E. J« Hickox
Curtis Yarker
H, V. Porter

Floyd A. Rowe

Questionmnaire Committee

H. V. Porter, Chairman
F, C. Allen

J., Mark Good

A, F, Jefferess

H., G, Olsen

Oswald Tower

Games Administration Committee

| It W e W (G ¢ ————

Sumner A. Jole, Chairman
Dr. John Brown, Jr.

Me Ce Cunninghem

Jo We 9t. Clair






NATIONAL COLLEGIATE A. A. - NATIONAL FEDERATION H. S.A.A. - Y.M.C. A, - CANADIAN I. A U. and A. B. A.

NATIONAL BASKETBALL COMMITTEE
of the UNITED STATES and CANADA

CHAIRMEN OF SUB-COMMITTEES Vice CHairmaN, JOHN BUNN
Executive Publication CHAIRMAN, H. H. SALMON, Jr. Stanford Univ., Palo Alto, Cal.
H. H. SatmMoN, JR. OswaLp Tower 40 Wall St., New York, N. Y. Treasurer, FLOYD A. ROWE
Research Questionnaire | Sscrsrtany, H. V. PORTER Board of Education, Cleveland, Ohio
Forrest C. ALLEN H. V. Poara |1 So. LaSalle St., Chicago, lllinois Eoiror. OSWALD TOWER

Game Administration Andover, Massachusetts

SumNer A. DotLe

Jetober 11, 1939,

Complete List of
Committee Members

F. C. Allen
Univ. of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

Tobin Baout D¥e ¥, C, AllON,
N Yok Mo Work Kansas University,
Lawrence, hansas,

John Bunn
Stanford Univ.
Palo Alto, California

J. H. Crocker
Univ. of Western Ontario
London, Ont., Canada

Dear Phog:

. Thank vou for sending me & copy of Clair
M. C Cunningham ' = T i i : . e
High School Bee's ‘letter. This is the first informetion I have
Desloge, Missouri i ) " . .
received gbout this activity.

Sumner A. Dole
Connecticut State College

HS:E:::M%&M There has long been a desire on the part
‘gﬁgrgewli:llgmcmege of certain New York interests to encroach on some
- Jl::: oy phases of the work of our Committee. They have me’t
'gﬁr;ngg‘é‘fg%uegeh . with little success , however , and I do not eantici-
R pate any harm to us from this effort,
Frank P. Maguire
Dept. of Public Instructipn S _
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania ;.gf ith klﬂdegt e gar dS . I am ;
W. E. Meanwell
Shorewood Hills

Madison, Wisconsin

Curtis Parker
Centennary College

Shreveport, Louisiana S il’l CeTre 1y y OUrs ’

H. V. Porter
11 So. LaSalle St.

Chicago, Illinois | ( ‘
Samuel Rogers ( [) AN E] - &S\N‘b\
210 Confederation Life Bldg. ! :
Toronto, Ont., Canada -

Floyd A. Rowe
Board of Education
Cleveland, Ohio

J. W. St. Clair
Southern Methodist Univ.
Dallas, Texas

H. H. Salmon, Jr.
40 Wall St.
New York, New York

Oswald Tower
Andover, Massachusetts

Willard A. Witte
Univ. of Wyoming
Laramie, Wyoming






STANFORD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF MEN

STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA

October 12, 1939

Pr. Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Doctor Allen:

This will acknowledge your letter of Octo-
ber 7 which was sent to members of the Rules Com-
mittee. 1 have received a similar reguest from
Clair Bee. However, Bee asked me to write a re-
sume of the rules changes for this year. I am
referring him to Oswald Tower.

IT'he same question arose in my mind concern-
ing this publication as the one which has impelled
you To write To a number of us. If this publication
18 to be in competition with the rules book, then
I see no reason why we should help in its publica-
tion. I tThink we should get a statement from June
calmon before any move 1s made. I am writing him
accordingly.

With best wishes, I am

Very cordially yours,
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