CONVEX AND STREAMLINED BACKBOARDS

It remained for a rabid basketball fan, Leonard A, Maune, of Ste Louls, Mo,
and Mr, Ge R, Chervenka, a research engineer of Ste Louis, to introduce the con-
vex backboard, This convexity of 4 inches begins at the median plane of the
board and extends and curves outward to the sides of the board, which is 3 feet
from the median plane, The original convex backboard has retained the 6-foot
width dimension of playing surface and likewise tho 4=~foot height dimensione Tho
inventors have assumed a l4-foot radius of curvature to be ideal, as thce angle of
“incident and reflecction on this are does not vary greatly from the conventional
flat planee This radius, however, can be altered to mect conditions that may
develop,

Since the latest change in the rules permits the cxtension of the end zono
for an additional 2 feet, totalling 4 fect, practically all thc new schools laying
out basketball courts arc taking advantage of this new rulinge This allowablc ine
crease in the end zonc increascs the blind spots, or "eoffin corners", which while
all owing greater freedom of movement or play, insofar as the offense is conecerned,
does markedly change the defonsc owing to the fact that the basket is now plainly
set out so there is no mental hazerd from the projceting straight side of the bocke
bO&rd. |

It is the thought of the originators or inventors that this board will re-
volutionize the offensive play in the end zonee By increasing the scoring zone
it must necessarily follow that the defense must spread out, resulting in more
open and much faster play in the end zonee

: The inventors cite the following points which they consider to be deeidedly
in favor of this type of bank: '

ls For a straight shot to thc goal the scoring zonc is, figuratively, ine
creased by 27 sqe fte

2+ For o bank shot contacting the bank 3 inches from the edge, the scoring
zonc is increascd 720 sqe fte

3¢ The mental hazard of attempting a shot from the sidcline, dircctly
parallel to the bank, is eliminated, owing to the recession of tho
vertical edge of the bank, allowing utobstructed visibility of the goale

4, The visibility to spcetaters is greatly increased beyond the cnd zone
duc to the recession of the wvertical edge, thereby opening up large
areas which hercotofore had becen obscurce

5¢ The convex shape of the bank results in a unit of muech greater streongth
and rigidity, thereby causing rebounds to land a greater distance from
the basket and opening up the congested regions around the baskete

6« Present type bank mounting structure doBs not have to be materially
altered to permit installation of this now tType of banlk,

7T« This type of bank can bec made of wood, glass, stecel or any of the
materials as used in prescnt bank construction (cost of board no greater
than flat backbooard).
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The inventors appreciatc that ir order to have this type of bank adopted
for national scholastic or collcgiate play therc must necessorily be a change
in the present rulcse They believe, howcver, that the selcetibn of either type
bank could be specifiede Since its iroception, the rules of the game of baskct=
~ball have been changed from time to time to allow more freedam, faster play and

‘more interest to the spectator, but no change has beon offered in equipment to
tehieve these pointse They believe, however, that they have accomplished the
desired reosults with this new type of bank, and likewise will have created a
new lnterost in the game from the standpoint of both player and spectators

The chairman of the Research Committce is doing research work with threc
of the convex backboards of differcnt sizese A stroamlined convex board which
has a foot cut off the top, 6 inches off the bottom and a foot off either sido
with the cornors lopped off, will reccive much attention from lre He Ve Portors
He is doing additional resegrch on a flat board of this size. For the research
work ot the University of Konsas, this small streomlined board is placed at one
end of the regulation playing court in Robinson Gymnasium, and at the other end
1s & convex board the normal size of 6 feet by 4 fect with the corners lopped
off in a graduated scalee At one side of the court another 6 by 4 convex backe
board with no alterations, is placed for research work on bank shotse At the

New York meeting we will be able to give you somec findings of the work done on
this boord,



ALL=STEEL BASEETBALL NETS

Mre Joseph He Bennett, of Worcester, Masse., has perfeceted an allesteel
basketball net which he asks to have tested by the Rescarch Committecce The argue-
—~—mont in favor of the nets is their durability and constructione This type of nct
—- oouses the ball to drop down directly through the baskot rather than going out of
bounds at times as heretofore whon a high looping shot was made with such forec
that it carricd the ball out of the court, With the cord neot, o "swisher" wo.S

produced when o long goal was made, but with the all=stecl ne‘b & "Jinle" 1
produced,

The only objection that we can find to the stecl nct is the weight of ite.
When the steel net is attached to the "no=tie" loops, in one case alrecady, the
steal loop was broken loosc from the mooring of the rime

The price doubtloss will be a determining faotor should the nets eventually
be approved,

Therc is one argument in favor of the white cord nets. With the white backe
board and a white net the black rim is set off in a more definite contrast me

black against white == than the shading of the metallic nickoles Perhaps the stecl
basketball nets could be made whitece This will be a ninor objectione

There scems to be no objection on the part of the players shooting ‘bhrough
this typc of net as over and against the traditional cord nete

lMre Bennett states that he is using two differcont styles of hooks as
fasteners, but until the plain hoops arc outlawed complotely this is the only

fastoner that can be used, as it must pass over the top of the old style baskete
If the old stylc basket should cver be outlawed, then the tape or rawhide attach-
ment could be usedes Mre. Benmett further states that if the not should be approved
he will then be in position to have speeinl hooks made up to f£it the "no=tic"

baskot which seems to be the most popular in all scotions of the countrye



BLACK AND WHITE ALTERNATE MARKINGS FOR THE BASKETBALL COURT

Many basketball playing floors with their dark stain are poor surfaccs
to carry a black marking which should set off the playing court from the out-
of=bounds areo. Many basketball courts are used for auditoria and asscmbly
hall, and whon the floor becomes over=uscd the light color of the wood is darken-

ed by additional coatings of wvarnish or shellace.

On o white maple floor the black designated markings are plainly seen,
but if the floor gets darker the black lines show less distinctly.

A schene was tricd this past winter at the University of Kansas which
showed up wonderfully welle The black sidelines, ond linecs, free throw lines
and jumping cirecles were broken cvery six inches by a two=inch square white lince
This alternate black and white marking of contrasting colors showed to a decided
advantagce The ™moke and break" of the white line set off the well=dcfined
sidelines and end lines so definitely that it was possible for a coach, playcer
or an official to tcll whether a player woas an or noar the sideline at the other

end of the courte

We suggest that other groups try this for a research problem in clarify-
ing and making more distinct the sidelincese We believe that it will lessen the
officials! problens, rany times when an over=-enthusiastic rooter takes issuc
with an official who calls the ball in or out of bounds,

TEAM=-WORK ON THE PART OF OFFICIALS

It is the coneccnsus of the coaches everywherc that officials are not co=
operating with cach other and with the scorckecper in designating the proper
of fender and his number and the offended player who is to toss the foul.

It is suggested that it is the duty of the off official not ealling the
foul to report to the scorekeeper the foul, the offender, and to designate to
the scorer the player who is to toss the foul shote In other words, Official A
calls the penaltye Official B walks over to the scorer while Official 4L 1s
taking the ball down to the free throw line, gives the scorer the proper informe
ation, and immediately walks to the free throw line while the official who
called the foul places the ball on the free throw line and then walks back under

or near the basket for the throwe

SCOREBOOX

It has been recammended that the official scorebook remain at the score-

keeperts table frop the start of the game to the finish, and that it not be re-
moved to the dressing rooms of either team during the time between halves or at

the quarter.








































































