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Chapter I.

WHAT VOLUNTEERS CAN DO

In these days when democracy is threatened as it never
has been before, every good American wants to make a
positive contribution to national defense. Many people
who cannot perform military‘ service are troubled be-
cause they do not know what they personally can do as
volunteers.  Actually there is a job of some kind
waliting for a,li of us in our nome communities. For

1t 1s a fact that the home front is as important in 1ts
way as the military front. Owr soldiers on leave, as
well as the workers in our defense factories and their
families need 0pportmzities for play and self-expres-
sion' off the job. 5o indeed do all the people in every
community big and little. . In a time of natioﬁal emer-
gencjr like the present, when strains increase, all the
people need healthy recreation more than ever before.
Recreation, as you know, means being re—-created, or
renewed,

In case your community has not already organized a
recreation program the first step is the setting up

of a Defense Recreation Committee. This Committee
should be responsible to the local defense council,

or where no defense council exists, to the local

governmental authorities.
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On the Before the Defense Recreation Committee makes any
Home Front |
blue-prints for a volunteir service program, it should
find out what type of activities are wanted and needed
in the community. It is better not to start too many
volunteer pro,j'eét‘s at onc;e. Begin with only a few and
concentrate on maklng them successful. Before organ-
izing any projects look around to see what expert leader-
ship is available in your commnity. A former Dbig

league baseball player can be called on to organize

and coach a baseball team or league for young boys,

or a twilight ‘sof tball league for men factory workers.

Or some one with good theatre experience may be itching
to organize a dramatics program; or a trained musiclan,

a choral or orchestral group. The local Civillan De—
fense Volunteer Office, if it has already been set up

and has registered volunteers, will know available
qualified peolale.'

The choice of projects will be as wide as the talents

and interests of the people in your community. You will
find in the pages that follow a2 list of activities 1n
which volunteers can engage. Some few projects will re-

quire paid recreational leaders, but not nearly all.

Only a small number call for a considerable expenditure.
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On the Some will take up only an afternoon or evening: others

Home Front |
can be spread over several months. Some will appeal
L0 a special age group; others to a wide range of ages.
Most are on a commmity-wide scale, but some may be
carried on by volunteers within organizetiocns to which
they already belong. F
First are listed activities for the average commmnity;
then activities especially needed in industrial defense
areas; then activities suitable for training camp communities.
These suggestions may aid the local Defense Recreation
Committee to map out a successful program, and the indi-
vidual volunteer to find his or her niche in the larger
scheme. To be effective each person and each subcommittee
mast be an organic part cif a Defense Recreation Committese.

All people of good will in the community should work

together,
In Average Program Leadership

Communities
olnce the range of recreation for various age and interest

groups 1s practically unlimited, anyone who has s skill
and can impart it to others, may be a suceessful program
leader in such fields as:

Athletics, ranging from highly organized games of foot-
ball, through swimning, 'boat.ing, c:.mo:ging, J.Jf e—-_saving,
aquatic games, skating, tepnis, etc. Lo the sliipie ac-—
tivity of hiking. (See also Work wita Young Pecple,
Ppi ¢ 6o 0 0090 )

Music, instrumental and choral.
Painting and Sculpture.





















































































































