National €ongress of Parents and €eachers

NATIONAL OFFICE: 600 S. MICHIGAN BOULEVARD

CHICAGO ILLINOIS 219 Fourth Avenue
New York City
June <6, 1941

Dre. Forrest C. Allen
Recreation Chairman, NCPFT
801 Louisiana

Lawrence, Kansas

My dear Dr. Allen

Heartiest welcome to the membership on the National Recreation
Committee.

1 assume thet you've read the "Plan of Work" and other material
sent you from the National Qffice. 1 want to call particular attention to
the Parent-Teacher lanual and the Parent-Teacher Guidebook, Recreeation
Sections. Study also those on Art, Music, Reading, and Library Service.
There are many detailed suggestions in them end excellent progrems heve
been built through these.

If you possibly can do so, get the files of the former Chairman
or the files in your state office on recreation and those of the state
bulletin or magazine and note what is reported as having been done or
suggestions made. As you do this, jot down Questions on which you want
further informetion from the Netional Chairmen or in consultation with

people in your own state.

Then you ought to have tools to work with. The enclosed bulletin
suggests some invaluable aids. I have checked those which would be of
particular help. If the Recreation Committee hes an appropriation, you
will find the Recreation Magezine and the bi-weekly Bulletin Service,
both published by the National Recreation Association, 515 Fourth Avenue,
New York City, indispensable. You'll get many requests for suggestions
for gemes and diversions for Parent-Teacher meetings and home play. You
will find the 20¢ pamphlet "Handbook for Recreation Leeders," published
by the Department of Labor, U.S. Children's Bureau, Weshington, D.C.,
as Publication 231, & lifesaver. Then get from your state office the pro-
grams on Art, Music, Rurel Recreation, Drameatics, and Library Service.

Meny chairmen heve found an unofficial advisory committee tremen-
dously helpful. I cen give you & list of the local recreation people in
your states They and 4-H Clubs, Granges, Scout leaders, Camp Fire, Y
leaders, teachers of art, crafts, music in the public schools, all make

good timber on such a small committee.

After going over the meteriel, I would choose one or more objectives
toward which I would ask the associations to work during my term of office.

General objectives which could well be followed by all associstions such es:
& recreation chairman or some definite person concerned with recreation

locally; & recreation period (not an entertainment) at each Parent-Teacher
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meeting; the consideration of the importance of recreation to community
life in the year's program. Speakers for such programs might be a
recreation superintendent, & Scout or Camp Fire leader, & director of
music or manual arts or physical education in the schools, 4=H Club
leader, & member of the Grange interested in this whole question of the
recreational use of leisure time, and others. The subjects might be:
Importance of Recreation in Community Life; Play: A Vital Necessity to
Growth of the Child; Relationship Between Recreation and Health, Conduct,
end Good Citizenship, ete. Specific objective such as: children's
playgrounds for after=-school and vacation; school center evening adult
social recreation, music, dramatics, parties; holiday celebrations, etc.,
or possibly & special drive to provide wholesome recreation for the youth
age particularly those in high school and out of school.

I should then present this program to the associations by way of
state bulletin or megazine; or & speciel mimeographed bulletin of your own
(if your state office can do it); at the state convention and distriect

conferences; and in any other ways.

The National Chairman is so tremendously far removed from the line
of fire you face thet he sometimes wonders just how effective and helpful his
suggestions eand advice are. I am banking on you, since we're both members
of the national committee, to write and ask for help and frankly say so if
the help given doesn't specifically meet your perticular problem.

With heartiest good wishes.

Sincerely yours

Je Ao Faust
Netional Chairman
Committee on Recreation

JWF:1IVA

Enc.

Signed in the absence of lir. Faust.
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TO: STUDY GROUP CHAIRMAN

By this time you will be thinking about your study group
programs for the coming years. The National Congress is offer-=
ing an excellent series of lessons in the Natlonal Parent-

Teacher.

"Defense Begins at Home,"

L_Hn (WS R

This is a serieg of eight lescsone beginning in September,
1941, Study cutlines, motivating quesiicns, and reference
materials will be included for each lessones

AT

"How We Grow,'

This is a series of eight lessons of particular interest
to parents and teachers of pre-~schoel children. The first
lesson will be published in the September, 1941, 1issue of the

National Parent-=Teacheis

‘MSpecial Courses in MNutrition,”

The appointment of the Governor last year of a State
Committee on Nutrition in Relation to National Defense was the
beginring of a state~wide program directed toward improving the

nutritional status of the people of Kansase

Today there.is a volume of publicity on nutrition going
out in newgpapers, nagazines, and over the radioe. Important
and effective as these measures have been, 1T Now scems GeSir=
able to supplemnent them with o cdirzct educational program that
willi utilize in patriotic service the many trained home econ-

omists who g% homemakers in the stnte,

Plafis arc under way to give "refresher" courses to home
economizts trained women throughout the state who are willing
to voluntecer theirr services to teach ciasses in nutrition.
Such training will be ofiered in several centers in the statee
Following this training course classes offcring the most recent
knowledge of nutrition and food buying will be available in

" many communitiese

Women can 4o no finer service than to give theilr support
to a program that will contribute directly to the heeslth of
family members, and the betterment of home and family livinge

Each PeTeAe Unit in the stzte is urged to help promote
and. orgﬂnlze at least oume or more courses of from six to ten
lessons in nutrition and food for the family. Watch the Kansas
Parent-Teacher for further announcements., Write to the chaire

man for additional informatione
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Chairman-=lrs. James H. Whipple
708 Sumner, Topeks

The object of the historian is to assemble and to preserve
a record of the activities and achievements of the assocla=-
tion. The historian is the custodian of all records, in-
cluding old minute books.

If your association is new, begin at once to preserve in

a permanent record pertinent historical facts. If not new
and you have not had an historian, by all means appoint one
this year and collect facts while available. History be=-
comes more valucble as vears DASSe

EARLY HISTORY SHOULD INCLUDZX:

1. Name of association; date and place of organization.
2. Name of organization; pictures, if possible.

3. HFirst By=Lzaws.

4, Barly activities.

ANNUAL HISTCRY RECCRD SHOULD IXNCLUDI:S

l. Names of officers, chairmcn of committees and delegates.,
2. Program and study group outlines.
3. Activities and projects emphasizeG during year.
4, Specisl business--ac omendments to By-Laows and
crection of new commitieese.
S5¢ Socizl and entertzinment affairs of importances
O Annus L bl.ldge Te
7« Plcturesd

















































































