AMERICAN NATIONAL RED CROSS

Midwestern Area
ST. LOUIS, MO.

February 10, 1944
TO - Chapter Chairmen

FROM The Manager

SUBJECT Stimulatipng Greap€r War )Fund|Interest Among Women

A stvly jugf completdd by gur War Fund Planning Committee reveals that
there are ap presemt 17 million Worlen wgge—esxpers in the United States. These repre-
gent 30 pgf cent of all employed perspfis. Of al women employed, Z1 per cent are
engaged An ingastry. The number of/women uwage eaXners has climbed 4 million since

1940, n soffe war Pldunts, women Make vup”one-Nalf pf all the workers,

It Saefecommerided tHMat thefe facts be rglated to your chapter situation.
esponse amopf womefi to Y€ Red Cpess 1954 War Fund appeal might be brought

Greater
about by:

(a) incpfasing fheir kneWledgeAnd ungérstanding of the Red
Crpss through pre<campajgn publi€ity and edycation

(b) imcreabing their inpgrest i indiv i participation

in\ the ‘ehapter yeaf-round/prograz

While the 194k War Fuyrmd pudblicity th€éme on the radjd epd in the press is
directed toward women, thers remainsfthe problwm of Ccreatipf individliml interest.
This 1s possible if each chapter peaches Ahg womk workexs in fts territory,

War Fund Chairmen wiXl be g et to

with the War Fund appeal. In addijon to directing the appgal
they should be sought out as key¥people in factories and ojher flarge firms, Jhille

training and instructing them in campaign procedures, the/importance of #h€lir partic-
ipation in the chapter program could be stressed. This Zatter poiet” should be
carried over from the War Fund as a year-round effort Ay theg- chapter.

Women with husbands or sons in the armed/Torceg’should be considered for
speakers at plant War Fund rallies, inasmuch as Afhey cgfild be expected to make the
strongest appeal. Women in service who have yeturned from overseas assignments to
their home communities could be usged to tell wthep’women thelr convincing stories of

wvhat Red Cross means to United States troops abvdad.

he need of reaghing/ these women workers
b them _Le contribute,

- We believe you will agree that this matter is worthy of immediate thought
and consideration by your chapter, with an aim toward greater emphasis locally on the
importance of women actively participating in end responding to the 1944 War Fund,.

- Very truly yours,
Copy - War Fund Chalrman / - K?‘C'--f-'//v covutTler il

Public Information Chalrman He ¥. Kelgker
War Fund Publicity Chairman Manager
Executive Secretary
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