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Yes, Virginia, that is a very fair criticism of my statemente But 1T

is my point that in an average class of thirty girls, we assunc, bc=-
compo of our natural intcrest in the activity, that all thirty of the
membeors of that class arc interested in developiig a goame of tennis to
the point where they could win the city championshipy, and I firmly
believe that that assumption is not truce HMost girls arc ewarc of their
individual limitations and thoy arc not interested in goining the por-
feoetion of the »nrofessional in the sldlls theoy elect to takee Many of
thosc girls just want to have somcthing to do where they can be out of
doorse They like the fecl of the sun, the vigorous exereisc that leaves
thon pleasantly tired, the comradeship of nerhaps just another dub
piayecre Perhaps they just like the appearance they meke in these
fetehing now snorts costumecs, but if cne is scen wearing a natty new
riding habit, itt's appropriate to be scen on o horsc now and then to
avoid being ludicrouse It goes without saying that it's not much of

& problem to mount a horsc, - it's staying on that rcquires the knowe
ledge of & few necccessary techniquese I'm all for éducating as many

dubs as nossible « regardless of the source of inspiration. For once
you establish the habit of activity, the desirc to perfect that activity

wlll come in duc tince No onc wants to rcomain a dube

I know 2 fow of my fricnds in high school loathed the hours they were
forced to speond in the gymnasium, simply beecause their efforts always
resulted in a performance below the average of the class and theilr
shortcomings were always obvious. You can take a French cxamination or
onc in mathematics and fail in it and no onc kows the differenco, but
you go to a elass in physical cducation and if you can't stand on your
head whon thce rest of the cdass can, or you can't rcmember fast cnough
which foot goes where in a tan dance « you have to advertise your
mhysical stupidity to the wholc classe You may be stuck with a math
problem, but you can rctirc to work on that privately in your own
retrecat and no cnec's the wisers

Exoctly, Virginias We nced to aveid having students leaving our classcs
with a fecling of failure and defeats To onjoy o game we don't have

to win cvery game we playe In order to enjoy doing tap dancing we don't
have to dancc as well as Fred Astairce I doubt that Babe Ruth exper-
ionces half the thrill you feel when you hit that occasional home rune
We have the chance to give the young »nceple with whom e work some of
the best armumition for successful, well balanced living that can be

had and we make the hour they spend in our classroon so unpleasant with
ugly associations of failurc that we defeat ourselves and perhaps do the
student immcasurablc harm by discouraging any futurc impulsc to explorc
haow fields of activity. When you observed the work being done in the
tap daneing class the other day, Virginia, I'm sure you couldn't have
failed to notice one young man in the class « the one who always appears
to be doing solo worlke.

Yes, I remember him. I think I have nct seen anyone in a long time who

anpearcd to be so thoroughly enjoying hinselfls

Did you, in the entire period of activity, sce him exccutc one single
sten perfeetly and in tine with the nusic?

No, I can't say that I did.



