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That is true, Mre. aAllphine This year does mark a change in Red
Cross approach to the aquatic accident prevention probleme In
order to give you o clear picturo as to why this change is taking
place it is necessary to tell wvou somecthing of the origin of the Red
Cross Lifc Saving Servicece It was at the request of the Boy Scouts
ond Ye¢MeCeAe thot Red Cross first entercd the Life Saving field in
19144 At thot time we were confronted with the problem of promoting
a life guarding type of program, as there woerc some 486 public bathe
ing facilitics in this country that were not adequately supcrviscde
Life Saving technique as such was poorly understood and taught in
most of our swimming arcase The Red Cross with its wide organization
and many contacts was tho logical organization to undertake the probe
lem of standardizing lifc saving methods and of beginning the momente-
ous task of watcr-proofling /AmMCricl,

Our first cfforts were made by sctting up standards of lifc saving
methods and teaching the same to members of our voluntcer lif'e saving
or life guarding socictics that we organized within our local chapters
throughout the United Statcse After some 15 years of this effort
opcrators of public pools and beaches were convinced of the nccessity
of obtaining professional and well trainced supervision at most of our
bathing beaches. No longer vas it necessary for Red Cross Chapters
to furnish a corps of voluntecrs to do this worke But now we were
confronted with the rosponsibility for developing o program thot
would train the massces in adequatce swimiing skills so that they could
morc recadily take carc of themselves, and that would at the same time
train the more cxport swimmers in how to save persons in peril of
drowninge.

Well, Mr, Schlottorbeck, this takes us up to about the time of
the big crashe What happencd after that?

This nmodked the beginning of a much broader educational type of
cfforts More porsons were tought to swim, nore oxpert swimmers
were taught how to save life by swimming rescuc and by other mothodse
Signs during the past five vears have positively indicated thot the
tine was approaching when the Red Cross in its pcculiar capaclty os
a great repository for information accuwaulated over 25 years of exe
periment, study, and above all, eoxperience, should symthesize the
material at its command and put it into & more suitable form, to be
given to the Amorican public thru its great army of instructors and
cxoaminerse To this ond two now textbooks, onc on "Life Saving and
Woter Safety", and thc othor on " Swirming and Diving", wore preoparcd.
In thom an attenpt has been made to place & body of lmowledge and
aquatic skills which moake of aquatic sports a skillful, pleasant and
above all a safe cxperience for anyone in any form of aquatic
activity that he or she might pursuce

Mre Schlotterbeck, I have becen a scenior life saver of the american
Red Cross sincc 1922, I qualified in the test at Chautauquo, Now
York, under Cantain Fred Mills, who is safoty director of the Boy
Scouts of America, and Captain Charles Scully, dircctor of First Aid



