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ond Lkife Saving of New York Citye I rccall the old progroam of
passing numerous persons in the beginncers and swimmers test, but this
new work you arc talking about scoms to be nmuch more complectece GO
ahead and tell us more of the ncw set upe

Schlotterbeck Out of this vast amount of informational material the Red Cross
has developed six courscs of training for all grades of aquatic
skill =~ beginners swimmers course, igtermediatc swirmers courso,
swirmers course, advanced swirmers course, and junior and senior
life saving and woter safety coursese In this series of courses
cvery rman, womon, boy or girl will find something suited to his or
her ability and skill that will more adequately train them in cop-
ing with oxpeoriences arising out of their aquatic sctivitye

Allphin But, Mre Schlotterbcck, why all of this about an activity in
which there are only about 7,500 fatalitics a year?

Schlotterbeck Thot is true, Mre Allphin, there arc only about 7,500 drownings
0 yeare You might be intercsted to Xmow that since 1914 there has
been an almost steady deeline in the accidontal drowning rate fram
10,000 per year to the figurc we meontionede This has come about in
spitc of the tremendous increcase in swirming, boating, fishing and
icc slating as recrcational pastimes by the pcople of Americas. This
remorkable record has been made possible only thru the constant
cfforts of all organizations interested in this field, such as the
Red Cross, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Ye.Me ond Y.WeCole, and all
cducotinal institutionse It has becn ostimated that 88 million
pecople take part in some form of aquatic sport cach yeare If we
arc to continuc this finc rccord and kecep down the loss of lifc and
accampanying hecartache and finoncial loss, we must continuc to edue-
cate thesc 88 million in how to safely participate in this activitye.
Education is & slow process and one in which there can be no let up
if desired ends are to be achievede A new slogan of the Red Cross
is "Health, Safety and Happiness in Acguatics thru knowledge and
skdill"e Thru its six educational courses the Red Cross hopes to
bring to the 88 million pconle participating in aquatics the knowe
ledge and skill necessary to attain hecalth, safety and happinesse

Allphin I am attracted by your statement about "knowledge and skill in
aquatics"e What do you mecan by knowlcdge and skill nccessary for
safcty in swimming?

Schlottorbeck The knowledge nccessary for safcty in bathing consists largely in
knowing when, where, and how much to swime. Skill for safety is made
up of abilitics to meet common hazardous conditions which beset the
swimmer from time to timee This is the sum and substance of person-
al safety in the water, '

Allphin Where would yvou consider to be the safest place for persons to
swim?
Schlotterbeck It can be pointed out that persons should alwoys swim under the

watechful eye of a trained and experienced life guard and at placcs
whore activity is superviscds This fact is deofinitely brought out



