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desk beering notes from mother - "Plesse excuse Johnny

fror showers todey oS he has not been feeling vell."
In 4ddition to the perede of excuses for showvers, my
absence list wves from 4 to 6 times &2s long #s under
srdinery conditions: It hed me worriled. -

Perdon re, Doctor, vhet type of cless work wvere you
doing ot this tire? You know thet might have hed sore-
thing to do with the situetion. -

Well, Ded, that edded to my worry, as we were doing
heavy epparatus wark #t the time, #2nd the students were
reslly getting e workout. It looked to me as though I
might be responsible for some of the sbsences by heving
these students do hard work and then teking # shower. -

I believe if they wipe dry it won't hurt them.

Thet welf my ides, but » group of bays in & hurry often
slight the part of the shover abosut wiping dry end get-
ting the heir wet iust befare going outside. The sit-
urtisn looked bed, #nd I wede up my #ind to see 1f I

wes ceusing the trouble. The principsl, D. ¥+ Holloway,
geve perrmission for me to make 2 study. I wented to see
if the same absence rete preveailed srong the boys not
taking deily physicel education clesses. Two lists were
mede; first, all the boys teking desily gyrnesiur clesses,
307 in number; and second, a list of #n equel number of
bays not in physicel educ~tion. The next step wes 10
check the fbsences from school during the three wveeks
vhen the influenze wes 2t its worst. After the fbsences
rere recorded, it wes 2 siwple thing to #dd the totsls
end see vhich group wgre sbsent the most:s

Just & moment,; Doc: We have & group of people vho are
siek or injured #nd hrve doctor's excuses from physical

~ edlicatisn for the entire yeer: It would not be felr %o

have this héndicapped group included with those not tek-
ing physi¢al education. '

I am glad you suggested thet points It was teaken cere
of by heving the school nurse check the second 1 iste

All the doctor's excuses were filed in her offlice end
she cut off all the persons excuseds« We then sdded more
students until the second list equslled the number in
the first 1list. After completing the 2ddition of the
sbsences we found e total of 474 days sbsent from schonl
for the group teking deily exercise, and 600 deys 2b-
sent from the non-exercise group. A difference of 126
days of extra school work wes pvailable for those &n
the exercise group.

Thet 211 sounds very gsod, but it seers to me thet if
you were to try this sgein you might get # different
enswer.

Thet is entirely true, but the metheresticiens heve
develoned # brench of stetistics c¢erlled rethods of sempe



