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November 9, 1937

Dr. Forrest C. Allen

Director of Physical Education
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Allen: -

In reply to your 1et:‘tbr of November 5, I regret that our
announcer made such an error in the official title
introducing Dre. He Lo Chambers.

You gave me the title correctly and 1 passed this informae
- tion along to our announcer. He informs me that he
confused Dre. Chamberst'! title as Secretary of the Kansas
State Medical Society with his past official position on
the Board of Physical Education here at the University.

- Mr. Pinney joins me in expressing our regrets and assures !
me that such an error will not happen again. I am writing
to Dr. Chambers extending both kre. Pinney's and my

apologiese.
Thanking you  for calling my attention to this error, I am

Sincerely yours,

Al t e

Assistant Program Director.




RADIO PROGRAM

PHYSICAL EDUCATION FOR HEALTH
January 13, 1938

"THE TIP-LESS GAMF OF BASKETBALL"

Allen Dre Naismith, I would like to ask you a questiones AfTer 45 years
of starting your game of basketball with the center tip, the
rules comittee last April eliminated the tip after field and
foul goalse In your opinion, why did they do this?

Naismith Well, in originating the game, af‘ter considerable thought as to
how the ball would be put in play, the center tip seemed the only
reasonable way of giving each side an equal chance of obtalning
the ball, Now, the only objection that I ¢an see to it is that
the tall player monopolizes the tip-off because of his height and
the assistance of the referec who tosses it up in such a manner
that the tall man has a better chance of obtaining it than the
short man, There are several ways in which this might have been
corrected, Now that is my idea, Doctor, what is yours? You
are on the Rules Committee, and attended the meeting in which
the National Rules body voted it oute Why did they do this?

Allen Well, Dre Naismith, I find myself agreeing with you on the
conter tip-offe I have always believed in ite I have always
contended that in football we have the kick off at the start
of the gamoe I fecl that the tip-off at the start of tThe game

of basketball, and aftor each goal, is just as wvital beecausc it
tends to give both sides an cqual advantages AT the Rules mect-
ing I found myself in a very great minority, and as is tho habit
with all of those committee gatherings, the minority goes along
peaceably with the majorityes I felt that if tho majority desired
it, it was only fair to give thom a chance without protesting
violontly against ity I still think basketball has onough thrills
for the spcctators and the players in the tipless gamee I found
many of the rules-makers blaming all the ills of baskotball the
tall man ot tho tip=offe Really, I think that because the basket
is only 10 foet from the floor that we are blaming a man for bo-
ing too tall under a 1lO=foot basket, bcecause those tall players
can actually dunk the ball into the baskete Some of the tall
playors can actually roach 8 inchos above the baskete In my
opinion, the goal should be out of reach of all playorse

Naismith Well, the things you have said are still net a sufficient
reason to me to de away with a fair and spectacular method and

substituto one that is less so0e

Allen Dre Naismith, I still agroee with you 100 per cent, because it is
the tall man that beats you under the defensive or of'fensive
baskot by reaching higher than his teammates in obtaining the
balle No player may pull his opponents'! arms down when he has
the ball in his possession, beocause that is holdinge But,
Doctor, thoy blame that tall fellow tapping the ball in the
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center of the court for all the ills of the past gamce I have
hoeard onc of our own bosy, Coash Arthur "Duteh" Lonborg, of

Northwestern University Bay mony times that he found when his
toam had o short ceonter and could not control the tip=off that
in thosce wvery yecars he had his scrappiecst tcamse Thosc boys
with their apparcnt disadvantage had to fight harder than over
to rcecover the ball after the tipwoffs

Faismith Well, Doctor, that is a geod pointes Now, another qucstion =-
is therc ony other game in whieh there is not cither an cqual
clmneé for the opponents to obtain the ball after a goal is
made, or the defendants are compelled to.drive the ball into
the opponents! territory? In the carly '90s in football the
ball was givon to onc side at the beginning of the gome and after
the goal was made, they were pormitted to attack instecad of Tho
usual kick offe This lasted about two years, and then the rc-

‘burn to 'l:he kick off wos madce

Allcne Drg Na:_l.smith; do you think that thc gamc of basketball as now
constituted has a similar opportunity?

Noismith I am not surc as to thate If the game is better without the
tipeoff certainly it will not returne Only time will tell about
thate We want the gamc to continuously make progresse

Allen Doctor, onc critic in Indianapolis contcended that you are still
in the cra of the peachebasket stage, What would be your ro-
action to such criticism as that?

Noismith If I am in the pcachebaskcot stage it is becausc Tthe late rules.
compel me to be in that stagee In the carly days 10 men playcd
the game in a 40 by 50 foot arca, and we gradually cnlarged the
ficld soas to get in soiontific playé¢ But the rulcs since 1932
are now compglling 10 men to play in a spacc 45 by 50 feet which
naturally brings in a lot of roughness as we had in the pO"l.Oh
baskect stage, and the center tip is the only play that occUp:.os
the full courts

Allen Woll, Drg N’Lismlth, this is a tributc to you when they talk about
the peo.ch basket stage, becausc the basket idea was yours, and I
would say that any idea that can enthyall 18 million pcoplc is a
pcach of an idcal But, scriously, Doctor; thc proponents of the
new rulc state that this noew rulc has increased the playing time
about 7 minutese What do you say as to that?

Naismith Do you think that is right? In the rulc it spocifically statos
that the ball is dcad after a goal is made and play ccases, and
how can you increase the playing time? You might deecrcase the
elapsed time, but you cant't increcasc the playing timce

Allen That is exactly right, Doctore They have not increased the playing
time onc iota by rulee But they can actually pley longer under
this game than they played under last yecar?!s gonce This is the
roason: Jafter a frec throw or o ficld goal was rniade the referce
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tosscd the ball up at center for the tipeoffe By research it
wos determined that it took on an average about 10 seconds for
the ball to be brought from the end line where the basket was
mode to the center at the time it was tossed up for the tip-off,
and incidentally that 10 scconds gave the spectators time to
sntch thoir breath and their hearts to resume normaley after o
thrilling scoree Counting the number of fiecld goals and free
throws that were successfully made, ond multiplying this by 10
seconds, the total clapsed time during th: progress of' tho

game wos 5 To 7 minutess Had the time been declared out last
year after field goals, the playing situation would have been
identically the same as this yoare

vatamétt Woll 2 NOW, acoording to the wording of the new rule P how can the

Allen

game be specded up on account of the rules? Is it not in spite
of tho xrules that the game has been spoecded up?

Well, Doctor, so far as thco speeding up of the game is conccrned,
that is entirely up to the play of the two opposing teamse Tho
so=~0nlled new rules have not been in the bocks long enough for
the teams to geot thoroughly adjusted, as yote If the slide scorcd
upon really desires to delay the game, that side may hold the
ball & seconds out of bounds by rule at the end linc before they
throw the ball in, and then they may take 10 seconds in addition
before the players on that side are forced by the rule to covwss
the center line of the court, or the division line, In cother
words, it is possible to withhold the ball from the offonsive
court for 14 seconds aftor a goal is madce So you can sec that
they can play the slow broak just as well as they can play The
fast broak, and personally I think that some smort team 1s going
to try thate I noticed by Sunday's papor thot Iown Statc used
the slow break against Kansas State and beat them 41 to 30 So
you seco, Doctor, all tecams arc not going in for this firc d part-
ment basketballes In another year I predict that muny teams will
be using the slow break and then you will havc § seconcs to pass
the ball in from out of bounds and 10 scconds to get across,

Thon aftcr they got across they arc going to usc a play that many
people call "stall™, and it will bo a dreary garce Don’t you
think so? - '

Naismith Yes, I certainly agree with yous That is the real objection to

Allen

the whole thing, and that has bcen and is my objection to the
tipless center. It gives the team that has been scored upon an
opportunity to delay the games

Well, then, Doctor, who knows but what your prophecy, although you
didn't prophesy you did indicate, that sincec the football rulcs
went back to t he kick off there may be a retura to the conter tip-
off in basketball in a yoear or twoe Dont!t you think there is &
possibility of rotating the jumpers in basketball just as they
have the batting order in baseéball? The coaches could instruet
their playors during practice, so it would be an casy nattor to
handlec the game situatione
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Naismith And another thing, Dre Allen « if there was a deviation from
this practice by any one team, the opponent would quickly recognize
it and call it to the attention of the referce,

4

Allen Why, certainly they wouldes No difficulty would be encountered in
this regarde But, Doctor, I see that our Time is fast drawing

to a 010360

Naismith But wait o ninute = at least we have time for another question,
havent!t we?

Allen Surelye

Naismith A great deal has becn sddd about the EInjurious effects of the fast
break, especially in lcaguc games among junior high schoolse Don't
you think that they are putting too much stress upon the contest
rother than upon the recreative sport and educational factors for

the young boys?

Allon Yes, Doctor, Instances of this have come up often in the National
Rules discussione I remember distinetly that Floyd Rowe, dir-
cctor of physical education of the public schools of Cleveland,
Ohio, submitted a rescarch finding that was done in Clewveland,

This research showed that organized leaguc campetition actually
effected the nervous system of these boys to such an extent that

the normal growth was influenced., One group was taken with no
spocial emphasis upon lecague play and the other group indulged
in regular leaguc competitione According to the findings in

Cleveland, t he regular league competition was very detrimental
to high school boys under the old rule, and wnder the new rule

the stronuosity of the game would be incroascdes I am sure that
the authorities who are making surveys would ccertainly pe
against this new game on that principle,

Naismith Well, now, isn't this league contest a strain upon the nervous
system rather than upon the muscular? And for my part, I think
that it would be wvery much better to limit the league playing or
the interscholastic competition in the junior high schools,

Allen-  Yes, Doctor, you have hit the nail right on the head, because
isnt't it true that the nervous systom controls the glandular
systom, and the glandular systen determines the growth of the

individual?

Naismith That is ny idea of it

Allen By the way, we have Nelson Sullivan, our sports ammouncer atop
Mte Orcade Sully, you tell the wide world the news, will you?



