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Tap Dance by Earnest Sanders - ls min.
Applause

Dunkel imiteting Allen - dance steps.

Sherbon-- Umm-m- Dr. Allen‘, you herve the rhythm, but your feet just don't quite
follow. |

Dr. Allen-Well, that's the very best that I can 4dc, Faven't developed my neurograms
twoo deeply alone those pzths y»u know, but I think the audience, should
know that for the nast minute an® a half we have been listeninz to Earnest
Sanders in a little jam session with "Stompin' at the Savoy". A little
later on you'll get to hear Tildie Fowler., Both Tildie asnd Earnest are
new at K.U., this year. Esmest dances for the nure love of dancing, and
you of the sudience can annreciate the marvelous rhythm of his feet, but
its & sheme you can't see his movement.

sherbon - Rhythm and Movement ~ that's rractically a definition of dance, isn't 11?
Flizabeth, how would you adefine cance?

Dunkel -- Well, I sunpose if I were to give a generzl definition, I would say that
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dance is expressive - rhythmic - movement. But there are many forms of
dance. Fach mekes its definite contribution. 7e¢ have just heard a tap
dance. Most tap fancine simrly embroiders interestin~ rhythmic patters on
‘the underlyineg bect ofs the music. Cf course, tzp is not the refined form
7 denee which is used by the preatest creative 2rtists to cxpress an idea
or enotion, but its sppeal is to the funlamental scense »f rhythm which has
constantly expressed itself since primitive men first started beating on

a drur. Other forms are folk dancine anc the art 2ancc as performed on the
cone ert stage.

Sherbon-- In other words, tap and folk Cance ere popular, and the concert dance rep-
resents the highest form of the dance as an expressive art,

Dr. Allen-Here you are, talkins about tep dsnce, folk dance, concert dence, but where
Adoes social d4ance fit into the scheme of things? That is considered danelng
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Sherbon-- Well, of course, there are those who would debate that point, but it 1s =
cood question, I consider sodial dance a nart of the folk form, because
folk dance has always aemerged from the mass of neonled It is comparative-
ly simrle, not requiring great skill or dexterity to rerform, and puts its
sreatest emmhasis on fun and the social element.

Dunkel ~- But we must not minimize the great contribution folk zarts have made to the
fine arts. Folk forms have preserved' the vitelity endéd the charecteristics
of a peaple in spontaneous expressiosn, In a way we nigat say they are more
reel than the more hishly developed =rt forms. Just as America is a melt-
ine pot of many nations and cultures, so ocur folk dance or social dance
represents a blend of many ianflucnccs.



