


BASKETBALL

Professor Smith and athletes! it is with extreme plea=
sure that.l appear before you this evening to discuss a=gub-
which I hope you will approve.. An incident occurred to me
Just a few miles out of town that struck me in an amusing
light,, but later i realized 1ts true significance.. In stop-
ping for slight repairs on my car, 1 asked the station attend-

ant as to my position from this town.. He looked at me rather

sharply and sald that I must certalnly be a stranger for every-

one knew where Rosewater was in this district, since they have
one of the best football teams in the state.. 1 could have eas-
1ly replied that I knew of thelir team, but was merely curious

- concerning the time that it mighﬁ take me to cover the remain-
ing dlgstancee..

It has always seemed rather odd to me that when two élumni
of a high school or college get together they always discuss
their alma mater in the realm of its athletic achievements..
For example, when I go back to my home town I é¢nevitably return
to the Y.MC.A..where the.grads congregate and discuss the old
athletic heroes and contests. I am sure that wherever you roam
you will at some time run across an old school chum, then it
1s my wager that the two of you will speak of the"grand old
days" and that last minute wictory over "Paduch.'""

My presence, 1n reality, 1s due to happenings that occur-
red some 49 years ago.. A profeccor at the Y.M.C.A. college
in Springflield, Mass..set the stage and gave birth to a peach-

basket game called basketball. He was given charge of a gym



class that others had been unable to handle.. Naismith after
working on a new game gave it to this class, and from that
day on never had any more disturbance for those eighteen boys
took to the game and relished every avallable minute that they:
were allowed to play.. That game has grown from one that off-
ered entertainment and recreation to elghteen future Y.M.C.A..
secretarles to one that attracts, as 1t did last year, eighty
million people under its portals. The game was given inter-
national recognition in the 1936 Olympics when 21 natlions com-
peted for the championship which was awarded to the United St-
ates.. To show how the game has grown from the eastern coast
of the Unlted States to the farmost eastern point in the world,.
would be comparatively easy if E. C. Quigiey,.national auth-
ority in referring and officiating, were to tell you of the
number of particlpants and the interest that the Japanese show-
ed 1n an elimination contest that he had the Job of handling..
Today you and I are remotely interested in things that
occur outelde of our community and yet when we read of the
game of basketball being played in the Olympics and all of the
ma jor powers and secondary powers with the exception of Spain,
entered into competition we must surely comprehend that the
game has grown to gigantic proportions.. The reasond for this
rapld growth and why it should be part of ever& high school
curriculum 1s the real purpose of my speaking here tonight..
Ihe zame was originally developed to gilve ybuths an opp-
ortunity for recreation throught play during the winter months..

Its wide acceptance by youths who pledzge allegience to many



different flags all over the country today shows that the game
1is popular. I am sure that this is one phase of emphasgls that
need not be stressed for one would be blind not tb recognizé
this fact. There are rumors to the effect that the game is
too strenuous for the high schooi athlets. Dr. James Nalsmith
and otherg have maie'researqh-investigations to determine ﬁhe
bagls for such'assertions and Iind them totally without any
foundation.. Several years ago a former coach of mine told me
of Forrest DeBernarde, one of the greatest basketball players
of all time, whom he had éoached in high school.,. He said that
Forrest was unable to play véry long in any game due to palpit-
ation of his heart, but thls did not prevent him from continuing
his practicing.. The coach claimed that the youth soon bullt
himgself up physically to a place where he was able to gtay 1in
the entire game., .

On the contrary, as regards the statement that the game
hag a £endency to be detrimental to one's health, 1 contend
that 1t acts in the opposite manner. 2lnce 1t 18 a sport that
demands as much stamina and physical conditioning as possible,.
the youths that participate must follow certain rules of health..
Ofteﬁ while in high school a student has no incentive for pro--
hibiting his destire to smoke and "gow his wild oats,! 'but when
given the opportunity to play on the sghool's athletic teams,,
he will have a real desire to conform with‘certain tralning
rules so that his ;hances may be bettered.. These tr=2ining hablts
then started in high school and continued on into college are

often the reasons why so many athletes never smoke. These

nablts that ald to keep one in physical fitness through his



school days are the same ones that become of benefit in.later

l1ife. Besides the benefits that one. accrues from following
health rules there is also the desire to learn more about our
bodye.. Our curosity is aroused when we are being worked on by
the coach or trainer and we desire to know more about our phy-
sical makeup. . In other words it might be said that we become
body cénscious.. .

You might easily ask "How does basketball cause one to
obtain better grades?” 1In the first place before any team
member 1s eligible to participate he must have average grades..
Some athletes if they didn't have some incentivé to study wou-
1d never manage to get through high school.. In order to sec-
ure these grades the individuals must budget their time to
allow them to practice basketball and also to study. The story
18 told of Barry wood, great'Harvard.al}-aroundathlete who
when asked by his coach to report for a c=kull practice that
evening replied that he was sorry, but he had planned to study
that evening.: It was said that he had a budget which allowed
him time to participate in three major sports, and also to give
him ranking at the top of the schblastic ladder.

It frequently occurs that an athlete is not particularly
interested 1in scholastic work but does it because he dééires
to be eliglble for athletics. Then a"ter graduating from high
school he manages to go to college where he actually "finds
himgelf" and desires to study, not principally because of his
elizgibility, but because of his desire to improve himself.

Many athletes that formerly were shoved through high school and

college now find their vocation in cdéching which haé been wlide-



ly extended thru the addlition of educational institutions and
2 more prominent pnlace of atgletics in their curriculums..

An athlete that has an enviable record in scholarship and
athletibs 1s zgiven many opportunities for employment. A story
that Dr. Allen once told his team before they were to be guests
of an alumnl group was 1in part, that they would be given an
0ppoftunity to aéquaint themselves with individuals who were
clviec leaders whereas before they would have ﬁever been allow-
ed entr-nce into their office. <Ithrough athletics an introduct-
ion is made- whereby you are favorably brouzht into contact with
individuals who might help you.. I do not mean to 1nfer that '
athlelicswill give you a job after completing your course of
study but I will say that when one's name appears in print be-
fore the public eye it is good advertising. This is often the
oprortunity that gives an athlete a start,, although the rest
depends upon what the individual doeg after his chance hag come..
Take for example "Boots" Adams, president of Phitdips Petroleum,
and Paul Endicott, vlice president of Phlilllps, both former
gstar athletes of the University of Kansas,.who were gliven em-
ployment after leaving college.. They took advantaze of the
opprortunities so many other athletes are =ziven.. A coach 1s
proudest over those proteges wholachieve later success, rather
than those who falter by the wayside, because he takes prilde
not only‘in winning championships but 1n influencing and Belp--
ing to develop men..

‘The next point that I deem very important and one that
the zame of basketball is responsible for in a large measure

is that of developing sportsmanship. loday in any field of



endeavor we must have the faculty of getting.along with people..
Some executlives and personnel managers contend that this ability
is worth more than 50 per cent. in computing the amount of 1ln-
gredients that are nececssary in making one a successful indivi-
dual. Unless we can develop the cooperative spirit to a poinf
where we allow other individuals the opnortunity to "shine" as
well as ourselves we often fall to achleve any honof on our Owne.
LN baskétball as 1n f'ew other games does the splrity of team-
work appear 5o necessary.. There aré only five men on a team
and unless they work together the unit is likely to fail in
1tes purpose; the quintet that coofdinates the best 18 the one
that will c#rry away the victOPS‘cfown.i Tn the game of basket-
ball with 1ts many moments of tenseness and ecitement when one
18 likely to lose hile temﬁer, he can elgher accept and learn
a valuable lesson in self control or "live to learn" ‘another
day. Sports that are high in body contact are often the very
ones that bring out the greatest amount of character traits in
an individual. The spirit of fair play is inborn in all persons
but 1t is given an opportunity for development and expression
in the game of basketball..

A character trait that chowed very conclusively that the
person was thinklng more of the team than he was of his own
- personal glory was demonstratedﬁby-a great Kansas athlete 1in
a recent ckampionship'basketball game.,. 1 refer to this indivi-
dual as a great basketball nlayer because of his ability to
play the game and because of his ablility to develop team morale..
1t was during the half period that the coéch was telllng what
must be done in the second half in order to pull the game "out

of the Tire." He asked thie nlayer, Smitty, if he thought that



he would be able to get back to proteét-his post before the
oppocition could execute their plays.. Smitty, who was breath-
ing heavily, partly because of the Cirst half, and also because
5¢ some physical defects, sald that he was unable to beat the
opnonents backe. He wasn't admitting failure, for he was glving
his best, but merely knowing his own physical prowess and 1ts 1
limitations, gave his ideas in relation to how 1t might affect
" the team and not himself. This is a test of character that
his coach will probably ever remember, and one that any coach
would be proud to relatee..

I have never been thoroughly convinced that "Keeping up¥
with the Joneses" is the best policy, but I do believe that
for the sake of self-preservation, the policy of "Sthen in Rome
do as the Romans do! "is adviseable.. In the state of Kénsas
there are over 600 high school basketball teams. This number
shows the larges£ number of teams in any one sport.. The game
1 baskétball in the state has risen to heights that few states
in the union.can boast of. We have in our state bdkh the 1n-
ventor of the game and the greatest and oldest living coach,,
Dr. Forrest Allen. Both of these individuals are connected
with the University of Kansas and not as some authors would
have you believe, the University of Nebraska..

Communities are no longer isolated members of townshlps
" but are all corporate and are part of the whole.. This small
community has received recognition of its gridiron sport be-
caugse of 1its great teams but these éame towns also have basket-
ball teams.. Are you thrown out of the association with them

during the winter months because you do not have a team?



f

You then ask the question as to the place that we might be able
to practice? I have taken inventory and believe that the town
auditorium without much additlional exvense could be revamped
durling the winter months for our practic sesslions and league
games. I have acsked concerning the possibllities of using it

during théa?ternoons and there seems to be no objection..

Since 1t is not very far from the school I suggest that if the
sport 1s lncorporated we use 1it..
Your school spirit must be of the very best for I have

heard of 1t from my neighboring community.. Basketball would
be the 1deal sport for the students to back during the winter
months, for it is one that is interesting not only to the students
but also to the adults.. I daresay that within a month or. tw®
after the season is underway we could have the auditorium part-
lally filled with spectatbrs.. The game of bsketball isgrowiﬁg
by leaps and boﬁnds; there 1s no doubt in my mind but that it
18 distinctly the gamé with the least objectionable features..
Injuries that are so frequent in many sports do not occur as
often in basketball when the nroper precautions are taken..
From the athletes that I have h:ard of from this school and from
thelr appearance when I met them previously before speaking,. I
am convinced thét we would give the Southwestern Conference
leaders a real battle for the championship..

- If you are skeptical because of the financial risk I will
say that jpdging from the size of this town we can by means of
a slight admission price, plus an activity fee, from the students,,
'inance the game with no additional burden to the school's: bdzet..

The equipment and suits would entail an initial cost that we



would soon be able to pay off after a season or two of playe.
I feel safe in prophesying, due to the popularity of the sport
in Kansas, that we would actually make enought money to‘partially
help another cause or save and have a reserve fund for Tuture
emergencles..

“entlemen, I have stated the facts as I percelive them,.
'and am firmly convinced that the game of basketball would be
beneficial to this séhool and community.. 1 say that not only
would you sustaln your sc@ool spirit throughout the winter
months but that you would also zive the town people an opport-
unity to keep in contact with the educational cénterm. 1 have
told you how 1t would give recreational play and enjoymen£ to
the students without affecting their scholastic gstanding.. 1t
1s not necessary to sell thie spoft to you for Il am {1rmiy

convinced that this fine game possecses enough attrlibutes to

gell itself,.
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Very sincerely yowrs,

Mofﬁwuulmm.
. Vearsity Basketball Coache













STERN BROTHERS & COMPANY

DORMAN H. O LEARY
VICE PRESIDENT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

September 28, 1938.

Dear Phog:

I'hank you very much for your letter
about Miss Stockwell. It made an excellent
impression on all of us and while we have

not decided definitely whom we will employ,
this will be settled within the next day or

SO,

You might be interested to know that
the other girl we are considering is Miss
Josephine Hellings, whom you probebly knew
when she was a student at the University two
or three years ago.

I personally think Miss Stockwell's

experience gualifies her more completely for
the place we have open, and I was very glad
o get your letter confirming my own ideas.

With kindest regards, I am

VeYy sincerely yours,

—

L
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5

erce President. ",

Dr, Forrest C. Allen,
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas.
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m" di the tissues of the 7 to augnent
that circulations

~ VWrite me and let me lnow if you have
If you have not, I would suggest that you
who is skdlled in the use of the same. Im ur
ment with the dathergy that your bey's lmee
perceptiblys

With all good wishes, T em

Very cordially yours, '




E. E. Stockebrand, Coach

Science and Woodwork

Dora O. Chandler

CO mmerce

V. E. Oman, Director C. S. Johnson, Clerk Frank A. Rahe, Treasurer

LEONARDVILLE RURAL HIGH SCHOOL
Lloyd M. Miller, Principal.

Leonardville, Kansas

October 4, 1938

Dro Fo Co Allen S
Kansas University
Lawrence, Kansas

Deer Dr. Allen:

I eam writing to you 1n regard to one of our boys
who has considerable trouble with his knee,

About two years ago he ran a locus thorne into
the side of the knee, about a guarter or half an
inch deep, but got it all out without any 4diffi-

culty. However, blood-poisoning set in and after

getting over that it seems the knee was left in
a weakened condition.

Last season he had to glive up football and in
tasket-ball it troubled him on a few occasions,
At the present time, and even last year, before
the knee was injured 1t looked normal. Hard
knocks on the knee cause 1t to swell up and

pains severely.

Any informetion, you might give to us on the
matter, will be greatly appreclategd.

Yours truly

LI
K e

EES:LM E. E. Stockebrand

A 4

< L

—

Naom: R. Chronister
Music, English
Nina Edﬂ]b]ute

HOIIIG Econamicu & Sc;ﬁllﬂﬂ

Lucile Johnson
Social Science and Dramatics










LIBRARY BUILDING
NINTH AND LOCUST STREETS

GEORGE MELCHER, SUPERINTENDENT

October 20, 1938

JOHN L. SHOUSE
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT

Dr. Forrest C. Allen

Department of Physical Educat:mn
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas.

My dear Dr. Allen:

On returning to my ofifice I have examined our
records and find that Miss Jose Stapleton's salary for

1938-39 is $230 per month less 12J% discount for. 10& months.
I think vou understand that we are operating under & discount
because of the financial condition of the School District,

Very respect‘ully yours,

Ohn IJ SkOLlse ’
Assistant Superintendent
In Charge of High Schools

JLS: EH

Hublic Schools, Ransas Gity, Missouri &






