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Complete List of
Committee Members

F. C. Allen
Univ. of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

JOhl’l Brown I‘H’Erc Fo C “ Allen
347 Madison Ave. : |
New York, New York Univ. of Kansas

John Bunn Lawrence ’ Kansas
Stanford Univ.
Palo Alto, California

J. H. Crocker Dear lir. Allen:

Univ. of Western Ontario
London, Ont., Canada

M. C. Cunningham In response to your letter of September 26th 1 am enclosing some rough
geff.gsv;hﬁoilmuri drawings which might serve as a starter for experimental work along the
Sumner A. Dole line of backboards. Of course, there are a number of other possibilities

gfﬁseftégﬁgctﬁt:ugone“ but since it is necessary to start somewhere, these might serve as the

H. D. Edgren starting point.

George Williams College
Chicago, Illinois

E. J. Hickox We will be in a position to do considerable experimental work along
ggﬂﬂgﬁﬂi%ﬁ?fchmmthis line and will use these diagrams unless you have some modificatlions

Sraih B e to suggest. We plan on proceeding along two lines. On some backboards
Dept. of Public Instructionthe border space will be blacked out leaving only the secion agreed

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania ; ! : ; 3 :
upon in white paint. Records can then be kept as to the use which 1is

W. E. Meanwell

Shorewood Hills _ actually made of the border surface and also the general effect on
adison, Wisconsin i : . e
S the player. In a few cases we will be able to have manual training
urtis rarger o ‘ o - .
Centennary College departments make backboxrds of the designated size and shape and it will
Shreveport, Louisiana *' . : .
probably be possible to have games pleayed with these boards whers
H. V. Porter i ” - : .
11 So. LaSalle St. mritual consent of the two managers can be secured.

Chicago, Illinois

Samuel Rogers > : .
210 Confederation Life Bldg.ct me have vour reactliocn to the proposed deslignse.

Toronto, Ont., Canada

Floyd A. Rowe
Board of Education YOU.I'S tru 1y 9
Cleveland, Ohio

J. W. St. Clair
Southern Methodist Univ.
Dallas, Texas

H. H. Salmon, Jr.

40 Wall St.
New York, New York

Oswald Tower
Andover, Massachusetts Se cretar v

Willard A. Witte
Univ. of Wyoming HVP / j

Laramie, Wyoming
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IOWA STATE COLLEGE

OF AGRICULTURE AND MECHANIC ARTS
AMES, IOWA

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION
FOR MEN September 27, 1938

Dre ¥, Co Allen
Director of P. E. and Basketball Coach
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Doc:

In reply to your letter of September 16 relative to the possible
change in the shape of the backboard, I certainly would be in
favor of some sort of uniformity in the construction of the back-
board and the manner in which it is erected. Take, for example,
our boards here--because of the fact that we have them suspended
fram the ceiling we have a difficult time making them rigid. As

a result there is more play in our boards than there is in those
which are attached to the walls, Just off hand I would say some
sort of an arrangement whereby the boards are erected on a standard
platform might be the answer for uniformity.

I don't see any objections in reducing the size of the board as
I really don't think we need a board 6 feet longs I doubt, how=
ever, if the 4 foot dimension could be lessened very much. Be-
cause of the expense involved I just wonder if a reduction in
size or shape would be worth while. I haven't given this matter
a great deal of thought but these are my first reactions as I

With best wishes, I am

S rely...

PR

Le ¢« Menze
Basketball Coach

IEM:JH







THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA

LINCOLN
DEPARTMENT OF
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATBLRTICS
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR Septem’ber 38’ 1938

Dr. PForrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Allen:

1l want to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of September 16th 1n regard to some experlimentation to
reduce the size and shape of the basketball backboard.

Personally, I am heartily in sympathy with
any move to reduce the necessary construction around
these goals, and possibly the reduction in size, 1in
order that greater vision may be obtalned from the ends
of the court.

As you know, my association with the football
team makes 1t practically impossible for me to hardly
think basketball at this time of year., I1f you have any
sugcestions as to what some of the other schools are
doing in the way of changing the shape and size of the
zoal and lessening the construction, I would appreciate
your advising me, in order that I might give some thought
to themn.

I think it quite possible that the Bo&d might
be reduced in width as well as length and still get the
maximum results in our shooting. This would lessen the
wide end of the goal and make the constructlion much less.

If you have time to inform me as to what 1s
being done, I will appreciate 1it.

W. He Browne
WHB: gt Head Basketball Coach






The University of Oklahoma
Norman, Oklahoma

INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

September 23, 1938

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
Basketball Coach
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Allen:

Your research on basketboards should bring together
some interesting data in opinions. With the invention of
this new Bask-0-lite and with the light so arranged that
the spectators will register or react simultaneously with
the shooting of the basket, we still seem to be at a dis-
tant point in bringing those spectators who find seats at
the end of the court in a desirable focus of the plg’hﬂfield.

It might be that glass backboards would solve the
problem, using as few supports as necessary to hold it
rigid. With wood or steel backboards about all that we
can use to increase the visibility directly behind the
baskets would be to round the top of the backboards. 1
say the rounding because of the few times that the ball
actually hits the corner of the backboard. ZEither this
or by decreasing the dimensions all the way around. I
personally would be in favor of anything reasonable
that would make for better seats of the ones at either

end of the courts.

Best of luck to you and continued success.

Sincerely yours,

Bruce Dreaske









UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

COLUMBIA

‘ INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS September 25, 1938,

Dr, F. C. Allen,
Director of Physical Education,

University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kan.

Dear Dr., Allen:

I have been studying your letter of the 16th
relative to reduction of the size of the backboard, and find that
I am unable to answer the proposal by a simple "yes" or "no".

If a smaller size would decrease construction costs

and increase spectator enjoyment without a material decrease in
scoring effeciency I would be heartly in favor of the change.

But if the decrease in size would be a handicap to offensive play
my answer would be "no". In other words, my reply will depend

upon the results of adequate tests made in practice and game
conditions.

This fall I am running some experiﬂg}:s with the
effects on shooting accuracy of a two inch increase in diameter

of the rim. 1 expect to check results from about 20,000 testi

shots taken from various angles and distances. If it will aid
any I will will draw a line on the board outlining the decreased
size of the backstop and record the¢number and effect of shots
which hit outside that area. Should such & test appear to have
any value I would appreciate suggestions as to dimensions to be
be given the smaller board.

Also I would like to report that a local electrician
has been experimenting with a switch to be placed in the net of
the standard basket which will give all of the results of the
Bask-=U-Lite goal. He has had it patented. It consists of two
small coil springs which narrow the bottom of the net so that when
a ball passes through the expansion of the springs closes the
switch and either will turn on a light or ring a gong. The
contraption is invisible, attaches to any net, and has no effect
upon the net action or the basket. He estimates the price of the
equipment to be about $10 for a pair of goals if the lights are
used but the cost of gongs increases the price according to the
size of the gong used. A set of these switches is to be installed
on our baskets and additional reports will be sent to you after

they have been thoroughly tested.

dwards.

Yours truly,

George R



John Bunn e

' The Rules Body of the National Basketball Committee

has suggested that some experimenbatibn should be made along

the lines of reduction in size and possible change in shape
of the backboard. The purposes of such change might be set
forth as follows: _

le Simplifioation of construction, and comnsequently reduction
in cost of construction 'bhrough elimineting the necessity for
;me of the complicated bridgework that is now Necessarye

2¢ Lessening the amount of obstruction in visi®ion from the
ends of the court,

3¢ Increasing the possibility flor play behind the plane of
the backboard.

It is quite probable that most of us would agree that

these objectives are desireable, However, it remeins to be
determined whether the disadventages are enough to outweigh the |
value of these objectives.

I am wondering if the Pacific Coast coaches are thinking
of eliminating any part of the backboard. Has this change been

brought to their attention? I should also like tc know your own

reaction to this proposal. What do you think should be done in

the way of experimentation?
Awaiting your reply with interest, I am

Sincerely yours,

cmm’ 5th Diﬂt., NeColAoleo
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July 18, 1938

Complete List of
Committee Members

F. C. Allen Mre Fe Co Allen
Univ. of Kansas Univ . of K ansas

Lawrence, Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

John Brown
347 Madison Ave.
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Allen:

John Bunn
Stanford Univ.
Palo Alto, California

A I have been out of the office a couple of weeks and consequently the answer

Univ. & Ssbeen Siatto to your letter of July 6th has been delayed.

M. C. Cunningham

High School 1l believe the experimentation with b ackboards should be along the line

Su]:zg: h;:ioun of reduction in size and possible chane in shape. If changes are made
Connecticut State College I Suppose the purposes would be:

Storrs, Connecticut

s Wil oltics 1o Simplification of construction and consequently reduction in cost of

E(;hi::c:;:ﬁmis construction through eliminating the necessity for some of the com-

Springfield College plicated bridgework that is now necessarye.
Springfield, Massachusetts

e B Instruction 2¢ L6sSsening the amount of obstruetion in vision from the ends of the
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania G ou rt Z

W. E. Meanwell
Shorewood Hills

Madison, Wisconsin 5. The inereasing of the possibility for play behind the plane of the

Curtis Parker
Caitensacy Cillge bq.o kboard i

Shreveport, Louisiana

g o AR I think it probable that almost anyons would agree that these objectives
Chicago, Illinois are desirable. It remains to be determined whether disadvantages are

Ranend e Bldg_enough to outweigh the value of these objeotives. , The only way conclusions
Toronto, Ont., Canada  can be reached is through the charting of that portion of the backboard

Pl A Bawe which i1s actually used. Ve might direot our attention to two possi-
Cleveland, Ohio bilitiss.

J. W. St. Clair
Southern Methodist Univ.
Dallas, Texas l. The elimination of as much of the lower part of the backboard as can

H. H. Salmon, Jr. be taken away without ruining the support for the basket. At least eight
New York, New York inches could be taken from the bottom and still leave room for a base

Oswald Tower = eette SUPPOrt amd if a small square were to be left in the center at the bottom

T of the board, more than eight inches could be eliminated, We might start
Usitv. of Weoniing with eight inches. Along with this change we could probably cut off at

Laramie, Wyoming

least ten inches from all the other edges of the board. This would reduce
the size by gproximately ten square feet,

2e The second possibility would be in connection with change in shape as

well as reduction in size. The boards might be changed to 2 fan shape or
to a semi-circle. This could be done by using a spot direetly behind the
ring as the center and drawing the major arc of a circle with a radius of
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e ist of
gz"m"ﬂ“’;:e"ﬂ;nbers about two feet. The lower edge of the backboard might remain parallel

o i with the floor or if the fan shepe is to be tried, it might be sloped
Univ. of Kansas upward from the center.

Lawrence, Kansas

John Brown

347 Madison Ave, 1 think it might be well for the Research Committee to standeardize by
P recommending experimentation with definite board sizes as indicated
Stanford Uniy. above. Ve could then meke up a table which would give us informetion as

Palo Alto, California
R to how meny times the border surface outside the marked aress were actuelly

e gf &ezfeg:n%;ario used, ie6e., how many times the ball was prevented from going out of bounds
A through hitting this extra surface end how meny times a basket was actually
High gsihfioi]ssouri made through banking from the border surface. We should also provide a
PR plgce f‘or the resction of players to actusl use of the smaller surfeace.
Connecticut State College This might help determine whether the larger target has a good or bad
. mental effect. We might also find how much of the corner flgor space at
George Williams College the end would be made aveileble for shooting territory through the re-

R e duction of the backboard size and also how much more opportunity there is

T Bictie for a player to shoot from farther under the backboard through the elirina=

Springfield, Massachusc™ tion of the lower eight or ten inches. We could also determine the eddi-

. of Dablic Instruction C20Na&1 number of end seats that might be within view of the basket ring

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania in a given Si 7€ d gymnas ium‘.

W. E. Meanwell
Shorewood Hills

Madison, Wisconsin If you decide to specify the actusl portions that are to be eliminated

ety Guliane for experimentatl purposes, we will be glad to conduct rether extensive

Shreveport, Louisiana  experimentation and will give the matter considerable publicity through

e iy oo AP the Illinois High School Atlete and from it through other state publi-
Chicago, Illinois cations.

Samuel Rogers
210 Confederation Life Bld

Toronto, Ont., Canada gt,e'l; me have you'r reaoti Olle

Floyd A. Rowe
Board of Education

Cleveland, Ohio Yours truly,

J. W. St. Clair
Southern Methodist Univ.
Dallas, Texas /
H. H. Salmon, Jr.
40 Wall St.
New York, New York
L »

Oswald Tower
Andover, Massachusetts

Se cretary

Willard A. Witte

Univ. of Wyoming
Laramie, Wyoming
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July 6, 1938

To Members,
National Basketball Committees

Under separate cover I have sent you a copy of the Speciel Edition of the 1938-9
rules,

The Editor and Secorstary have been working on these since the annual meeting.
The wording of this special edition is the same as will be used in the Almansao
Edition to be published at a later date. You will note that this is published
by the National Federation. This plan was agreed upon by the Publisations
Committee when it develeped that the American Sports Publishing Company found

it impossible to get out the guide before fall., Also, they did not find it pro-
fitable to publish the separgtes and were glad to be relieved of thistask,

A happy solution seemed to be to have the National Federation run a few hundred
copies of the Special Edition at the same time they ran their books for the high
school associations, This special edition will be aveailable for summer coaching
schools and similar groups but no special attempt is being made to sell them

and they will not be sold through dealers.

In accordance with the astion at the annual meeting, four cents royalty will
be paid the Committee on all copies of the Special Edition which are sold
during the summer. Heretofore, one cent royalty was paid by the American
Sports Publishing Company on the sepgrates. The only publicity being given
this Special Edition is through members of the Committee and a circular which
is being sent to known coaching schools and colle ges which are known to have
summer sessions. The books may be secured through the Federation office at

11 South LaSalle 5t,, Chiocago.

In a few days I shall send a copy of the book Basketball Play Situations,
This year Mr. Tower is collaborating in the masking of the book and the
rulings are offieial for college and independent groups as well as for high
schools., I hope you will be able to find some good use for your copye

In my opinion, these developments represent a great step forward toward
uniform interpretations and toward universal use of the rules as formulated

by the committee. The next step is to organize the work of the members so that
through the season, planned expsrimentation and investigation will bs promoted.
The various sub-committees will work along these lines, They are open to sug-

gestions.

Yours truly,

M Bstn

H. V. PORTER

HVP /3












KANSAS STATE COLLEGE

OF AGRICULTURE AND APPLIED SCIENCE

DEPARTMENT OF
PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND ATHLETICS

MANHATTAN, KANSAS

September 21, 1938

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
Basketball Coach
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Deer Dr. Allen:

In answer to the three questions in your letter of

September 17, it might be possible to put the basket on the
bottom of the backstop, and make it six feet by three feet as
eliminating the skirt below the basket would simply assist in
more playable balls that were short, since the backstop will be
four feet inside. Sorry that I have no dimension or construction

changes to suggest.

Would you be interested in an exchange of games in
December, the second week or as late in the third week as the

13th?

Very sincerely yours,

o

Frank P. Root
Coach of Basketball

FPR:LR



T am sorry that we did not get to play golf snd have

& short visit while you were so closee







STANFORD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE DEAN-OF MEN

STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA

wept. 15, 19858

Mr. Forrest C. Allen

Department of Physical Education
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Allen:

This will acknowledge your letter of Septem-
ber 8. Evidently our paths just failed to cross. I
tried to get in touch with you on Sunday when I arrived
in Topeka, then again on Thursday after I had completed
the coaching school. These were my two opportunities
to play golf. I learned that you were .in town on Thurs-

day, but for some reason or other I could not reach you

by telephone. I had a good visit with George and rather
short chats with a number of people on the campus. I am
sorry though that I missed you.

Now with respect to Rose Bowl tickets, there

are two sources to which you might apply. The one avail-
able now is the To‘ ne L of Roses Committee in Pasadena;
the other is the RaSS8eha—FRe® Conference representative.

This latter of course has not yet been determined.

If you desire, it will be possible for me to

secure tickets for you through our office here. The
probabilities are that I shall attend the game this year.
It will be my first opportunity since I have been on the
Coast. DBasketball has always held my attention before.
Please let me know with regard to the tickets and I will

make the proper arrangements.
With best wishes to you, I am
Very cordially yours,

A > ’0

T\

égn of Men




STANFORD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF MEN

STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA -

September 19th,
1938,

Dean F, C. Allen,
University of Xansas,
Lawrence, kKansas.

Dear Dean Allen:

This will acknowledge your letter of September
16th concerning research in connection with reduction
in size of the basketball black board.

[ have been thinking somewhat about this matler
since the last meeting of the Rules Committee. We have
hei it under discussion here on the coast. Iy suggestion
would be that we not move too repidly in this connection.
I suggest that we get several coaches over the couniry
to put up prectice black boards of reduced size 1in order
to try them out. Ve should, of course, specify the size
that should be tried. If, after we have done this, there
does not seem to be any objection,because of playing dis-
adventages,to the smaller board then I would suggest that

we get several conferences to try them out during the
regular season. Zlhere is, of course, no doubt but what

the smaller board would help the vision of the spectators.
I doubt if the smeller board will effect the players but
I think we should make sure before we go too far.

I should be glesd to get Everett Dean to puf up a
smeller bosrd here. First, however, will you send me the
dimensions which you think should be tried out?

With best wishes, 1 am,

Very cordially yours,

[

\ /
&
: Iflen -




