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what they hope will prove to be the most
detailed and authentic report ever com-
piled on the financing of college football
players. The report will be presented in
secret, but it unquestionably will require
Grenadier Guards to keep every news-
paperman west of the Rockies from lis-
tening at the keyhole. Each college town
is morally certain that the most scan-
dalous portions of the report will con-
cern its bitterest athletic rival.

The general trend of the questions has
seeped out, and the public has gathered
at least an inkling of what the inquisi-
tive professors seek to know about the
gravy train.

The Players’ Catechism

Here are some of the questions, as
passed on by the athletes who have had
to answer them:

How did you happen to go to this par-
ticular college?

Did you pay your own transportation
here? Were any special inducements
made to you by alumni?

Why did you select the courses you
are taking? Did anyone connected with
athletics tell you to register for easy
subjects? What were your average
grades in high school as compared with
your grades in college? Do you have a
tutor? Who pays him’

Have you a job on the campus? Who
got 1t for you? Do you actually have to
work at it?

Where do you get the money for your
college tuition? For your board and
room? For your clothes and other inci-
dentals? What special favors are shown

the turnstiles. They get help from other
sources. Some of them are given prefer-
ence at actual jobs, such as mowing
campus lawns, waiting on dormitory and
fraternity tables, sweeping out build-
ings and stacking books in the school
library. Usually college towns reserve
as many public pay-roll spots as possible
for the lads who roll up touchdowns.
Private jobs are also set aside for the
football heroes. Captain Butch Morse
of Oregon got a choice assignment tak-
ing charge of a busy service station. |
Mitchell Frankovich, a triple-threat
U. C. L. A. quarterback, was chauffeur
for a while for Joe E. Brown, the wide-
mouthed movie comedian. A mighty
youth named Stanley Kostka followed
Doc Spears from Minnesota to Oregon.
He washed dishes for a while in the Far
West. Then Spears quit as coach at
Oregon. Kostka turned back toward the
rising sun, and ended up in his home

town as an All-Big Ten fullback for the |

Minmesota Gophers.

In most conference colleges, athleticl

scholarship funds augment the money
from jobs. The word “scholarship,” of

course, refers exclusively to capacity on |

the gridiron rather than in the class-
room. In some instances the ‘‘scholar-
ships’ are paid directly to the players.
At other times they are applied in the
form of vouchers against such routine
expenses as campus tuition, fraternity
dues and dormitory bills. The scholar-
ship funds are obtained not out of foot-
ball gate receipts, but are solicited from

patriotic alumni and fervent sports fans. |

The University of Oregon Webfoots re-
cently tried to get proselyting money by
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you because you play football?

How many complimentary tickets do
you get for each game? Do you sell
them? To whom? What do you average

each Saturday from the sale of these
tickets?

asking graduates to “give a buck for a |
Duck.” Alumni were canvassed with
regular subscription blanks. Many of
the athletic scholarship funds are thus
financed with five- and ten-dollar drib-
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What is the total amount of assistance

bles.
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in a whole golden stream at once. A few
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ists added $2,700 in a single chunk to
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you receive each month in the college
year from any source whatsoever? Do
you get a scholarship from the college?
Is this help entirely contingent on your
participation in football?

Atherton resorts neither to threats

the gravy-train coffers of a conference
team.

All along the Pacific seaboard, par-
ticular colleges are reputed to have in-
dividual angels who are more than
generous in keeping nimble athletes off o
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nor bombast in getting replies, although
some of the coaches and athletic direc-
tors think the specter of faculty disap-
proval is threat enough. He merely
makes it plain that his next move will
be to check the truth of the answers.

What i1s the cause of all this? What
made the professors start talking about
the gravy train at that conference meet-
ing last December on Del Monte’s sun-
bright shore? Why is the Far West the
scene of the country’s first faculty-spon-
sored, detective-conducted investigation
of football proselyting? What started
the whole rumpus?

Tempting, indeed, are the rewards of
football success on the Pacific Coast. The
team annexing the conference cham-
pionship automatically represents the
region in the Rose Bowl. This usually
adds about $85,000 to the athletic cof-
fers of the college that gets the bid.
Then there are all sorts of other post-
season games—and the weather is balmy
in California when New England is
sheathed with ice. There also are gold
watches and movie jobs for winning
players, and fatter pay checks and
greater glory for winning coaches.

Some of the Pacific Coast Conference
athletic departments have whopping in-
comes from football. Numerous big
games attract as many as 70,000 people.
Even in the frontier Northwest, the

the WPA. The Doheny oil family has
been partisan to the football success of
Southern California, and Joe E. Brown is
a zealous enthusiast for U. C. L.. A. An '

important oil magnate near Long Beach
1s reputed to have considerable to do
with the number of California boys scor-
ing touchdowns for Oregon State.

A Way to Eliminate Hypocrisy

And so the story goes. This is the
background of the situation into which
the professors have intruded Atherton
and his investigation of athletic prose-
lyting.

There 1s one group of football fans in
the Far West who look at Atherton’s
survey with considerable optimism.
They think it may be the means of elim-
inating hypocrisy from intercollegiate
football. Once all the facts about the
gravy train are known, they believe an
effort will be made to adopt uniforml

standards for assistance to football
players. This would do away with the
camouflage of giving financial aid in the
form of soft jobs and outright donations.
The fans who take this position insist
that some sort of help is necessary if a
boy is to play football and keep up in
his studies and at the same time meet
the expenses of an education. Why not
the same amount of assistance at each

ability—and your doctor ad-
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-2 | fitting support—write NOW
/ for full information regard-
7 ing the famous
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about this situation, one group of fans,
at least, will regard his enterprise as a
success. |

---------------------

o e Sl e None of this money goes to the ath-
letes whose performances bring it in at

NO. D

FORTEETH
HARD TOBR" TEN

No.J

FOR TEETH
EASY TO BRYTEN

TOOTH PASTE
is0 POWDER




