RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE
Troy, NEW YORK

December 12, 1944
Dear Fellow Member of the College Physical Education Association:

Recently our Dean of Students wrote me that the
American Council on Education has reccommended that returning veterans,
who have completed basic military training, be given credit for .
physical education, He also wrote that the War Department has asked
him whether the Institute intends to implement the recommendation,
The Dean rotified the War Department that the matter has not yet
been considered by the Institute. ”ho Dean supgsested, "that we had

better let the matter rest until we know more definitely where we
stand." '

Because the advance guard of veterans has already ar-
~rived in some collegés, includlng ours, the staff in the Physical
Education Department at his Institute fcecels that now i3 the time to
study and take action on this lssuc,

I am attaching a copy of our reply to the Dean's letter,
giving several reasons why we do not believe veterans should be |
exempt from physical education. VWe also sent a copy to interested
members of our faculty, as well as to some other members of the
College Physical Education Association,

'We-cannot expect colleges to schedule physical education
classes for veterans during thelr entire stay in-college. We

believe, however, that trey should fulfill the requirements 1in
physical education that is recommended for other students, as in-
- dicated in the attached letter.

Yours very sincerely,
Harry A. Van‘Velsor, |
Diréctor of Physical Education.



RENSSELAER POLYTICHNIC INSTITUTE
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSIC.T, EDUCATION
TROY, NEW YOR

December 12, 1944

Dr. Ray Palmer Baker

Dean of Students

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Troy, New York

Dear Dr. Baker:

You informed me in vour letter of November 8 that, at a
recent meeting, the American Council on Education went on record
as recommending that veterans going to college, who have completed
Army basic training, should be given credilt for physlcal education.
The Association of Colleges and Universities also gave 1ts unan-
imous approval of this recommendation. 7You said that the members
believe "that veterans who will be older than ordlnary civillan
students and who, in most cases, have exercised authority as com-
missioned officers, will resent the assumption that they are not
competent to determine what exercise and recreation they should take,
Since the transition will be difficult at best, the weight of
opinion favors the removal of what appears to be a psychologlcal
obstacle that 1is 11keiy to be unfortunate., 1t was recommended by
these educational bodies that the recreation for veterans be placed
on a purely voluntary basis.”

The physical educatlon staff at Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute has advanced the following reasons why veterans should
not be exempt from.phJuical education:

‘ It is not the intention of the physical education staff
at this Institute to give veterans a repetition of the army or
navy basic physical training course. The nature of the course for
veterans would be entirely recreational and the activities electilve.
At this Institute, where we have a varicty of recreational facile
ities, the veterans could elect either handball, swimming, bag
punching, basketball, volleyball, badminton, tennis or softball.
The only request made would be th&t they attend “oguldrly and at a
3pecified TImeS - ; e , S

3 the reabtion of the few preoent veterans now taking
physical education is a criterion of the attitude of future veterans,
we feel that none will take a pOSltive stand against an interesting,
beneficial, compulsory recre“tional program such as we are in a
position to give., The few members of the advance guard pf veterans
who are now here engoy their activities. ' . ARG mae

- VOLUNTARY VS COMPULSORY PHYSICAL EDUCAT TON

If physical educatlon were placed on a voluntary basis, ,
those veterans who need physical recreation most would not take ade
vantage of ‘it. Also, rmany of the physically fit would excrcise only
irregularly, Ve must safeguard this latter group from a sudden let
dovm in physical training and a resultant physical softenlng~up,

Dr. Bilik, a physician and physilotherapist, with thirty years ex-
perience in physical education, now In charge of rehabilltation in

a large Army hospital, has thls to say « "Under normal circumstances
very fGW'menhvoluntarily participato jn physical education, It
almost appears that you hawye to be born with some sort of a hormone
in the body that compels you to exercise, I have never heen suce
cessful in inducing anyone to theru to constant physical oducation."

LACK OF TRAIN ING IN PHYSICAL LS

oo Those veterans who were 1n college bofore coing 1nto the
service had a "skills" program there, ”hL majority of vcterane,









