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¥r, Valentine Lents,

Us 8o ﬁli‘hﬁ Acadeny,
West Point, New York.

Dear Vals

[ might say that I had nothing to do with the
fen shaped baokboard aside from sitting in committee meetings
end hearing 1t discussed at the beginning. The fan shaped back-
Mmmh&hhhﬂmlmml Pederation.

However, 1 want to say that I have tried it out
extremely fuavorable to ar Bi

request of

| In passing for an out of bounds into the court
- that lower point of the backboard which imterfered with so many

pass~ins is eliminated. So from every standpoint I favor the




LK -'__.._..—.--.

I have laid aside your questionmaire until I could
have time to study it due to so memy out of town activities. I
find attached to your questionnaire another questionnsire on
4training end conditioning of college basketball playe¢rs. Is this
yours, or is it a questiomnaire from another source that might have
become utwmwurﬂ ﬂllwumndlyletmm. and if it
is yours I will f£ill it outy If it is not, I have no means of
:l.dm&m it and I will relegate it to the mmmm.

With all good wishes to you and your co-laborers,

I anm

AL Bimhr of Physical Educetion amd Recreation,
FCAsAH - Varsity MIl Coache
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COLLEGF BASKFTEALL COACHFS OF AMERICA
From The
Fastern College Basketball

Coaches Association

In an effort to obtain completely accurate data as to coaches! preferences in
such vital items of playing equipment as backboards and bells, this questionnalre
is being mailed to every college basketball coach in the country.

The National Basketball Rules Committee recently urged rapid trensition to the
patented fan-shaped backboard and moulded ball with o view to meking these imple-
ments the sole official equipment in the negr future,

This questionneire is for no other purpose than to determine whether such a
radical and hasty change is desirable, anc whether it is in accorc with the wishes
of & majority of the college coaches.

Informetion compiled from the questionnaire will be submitted to the board of
airectors of the Netional Associstion of Basketbsall Coaches eanc to the National
Basketball Rulegs Committee for thelr guidance.

Please fill out the questionnaire and mail it to me at your earllest convenience.

orciially 'S,

oo e il om -
..JH' |
u‘—k#**"m.
: o
o # =" N Ak 2 g -
" "
[

Velentine Tentzi
UsSe Military Academy
President, Fastern College
Basketball Coaches Ass'n.,

PLUAG: - BT PROMPT
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10.

14,

15,

15,

CHANGES IN THE BASKETBALL RULES - 194l=42

The fan~shaped backboard has been adopted as the official
backboard. General specifications are given in this Rule.

Section 1, Note 2 --The molded type of ball is recommended
because of its aperiority to other types with respect to
shape, reaction and durability.

Section 4 =-=1It is legal to make a substitution whenever
the ball is dead. The effect of this change is to make it
possible for a substitute to enter the game after a field
goal. In other respects the substitution rule is the same
as it was last year,

Section 5: Rule 13 =-~Sections 6 and 7 --These sections
have been modified to clarify the procedure when a foul
by one team is followed before time is in by another foul
by either team. One change should be noted: if a per=
sonal foul is followed before time is in by a technical
foul by the same team, the throw for the technical foul
is attempted last; that is, free throws are attempted in
the order in which the fouls are called,

Section 1 and Note --This section has been amplified and in=-
cludes some of the provisions formerly found in Rule 7,
Section 2. The first Note describes the use of the #ree~
foot restreining line when the space out-of-bounds is limited
and if a restraining line has not been drawn, an imdginary
line should be used.

Section 1l --The three~seconds lane restriction applies only

to that part of the free throw lane between the free throw line
and the end line. If a player is touching the free throw

line while the ball is in play and in control of his teem he is
subject to this restriction; but if he is touching the floor
only in the outer healf of the circle, with or without the ball,
he is not subject to it.

Section 2 ==Several specific acts of unsportsmanlike conduct
are listed in this section.

Section 11, Penalty --The wording and structure of (b), (c)
and (d) have been changed slightly,
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September 21, 1978,

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas.

Dear Dro Allen:

It is time to set up the first basketball
examination of the season for distribution emong
the officials, and I need your help.

Will you please send me five questions, based
on the new rules, that I may submit to Oswald Tower
for his compilation of the examination. Do not use
"tricky"™ questions.

May I have these at an early date? Your
cooperation in this matter will be appreciated.

Cordially yours,

JBJIrGS,












NATIONAL BASKETBALL COMMITTEE
of the UNITED STATES and CANADA

The following is a synopsis of the changes in the Basketball Rules which will go into effect in the season 1938-9.

1.

10.

End lines may be four feet, instead of two feet, behind the face of the backboards. This is an optional change for
those who desire to adopt 1t and whose courts will permit it.

For players below senior high school age the minimum circumference of the ball is to be 29 inches. For older

players the minimum circumference continues to be 2914 inches. The maximum circumference for all balls 1s to
be 30 inches instead of 3014 inches.

Substitutions are not to be permitted in the interval following a goal and putting the ball into play from out of
bounds unless a charged time-out or time-out for injury has been declared. It is still legal, however, for either
team to take a charged time-out after a goal.

By agreement between teams, or by league or conference ruling, games between teams above the high school age
may be played in quarters. The intermission between the first two quarters, the second two quarters, and prior
to each overtime period, is to be two minutes. This applies to all games which are played in quarters. By mutual
agreement, in games between teams of high school age and younger, an official’s time-out may be taken in the
second and fourth quarter provided there has not been a time-out for either team during the first four minutes ot
that quarter. This time-out is to be taken the first time the ball is dead after four minutes have expired, and 1s to
be of two minutes duration. '

In games between teams of high school age and younger, the “sudden death” method of deciding tie games 1s
to be applied to the first overtime period. The intermission prior to this period 1s to be two minutes, during
which teams may not leave the court. The first team to score two points in the first overtime period wins the
game. If neither team scores two points, but if one team has scored one point by the end of the three-minute
overtime period, that team wins the game. If neither team scores in the first overtime period, additional periods
may be played under the same conditions.

All jump balls must take place at least six feet from the nearest boundary line; that is, the jump ball rule applied
to the side-lines last year now applies also to the end-lines.

The rule which forbids a player to be in his free throw lane for more than three seconds is not to apply to a
player who is in the half of his free throw circle nearer the center provided he does not have possession of the
ball. In other words, a player without the ball may stand in the outer half of his free throw circle indefinitely,
but as soon as he gets the ball he is subject to the three-seconds rule. If he is touching the free throw line he 1s not
in the outer half of the circle.

All teams may take five charged time-out periods and they are to be notified by an official when they have taken
their fifth time-out. Additional time-outs may be taken at the expense of a technical foul for each time-out, and
these may be taken even though there is no injury or other emergency. Failure of an official to notify a team
that it has taken its fifth time-out does not prevent calling a foul if a sixth time-out 1s taken.

If a player in possession of the ball is touching or straddling the division line he is to be considered in the back
court regardless of the direction from which the ball comes to him. If he dribbles the ball from the back court,
the ten-seconds count continues as long as he is touching the floor on or behind the line. If he dribbles the
ball from the front court, he is considered to be in the back court as soon as he touches or straddles the line,
just as last year. If he receives a pass while touching or straddling the line, the foregoing applies in the same
way. Under this new ruling there is one fact to bear in mind: on the line 1s wn the back court.

If the ball is in the air on a try for goal when the signal sounds to end a period, subsequent touching of the ball
by a teammate of the thrower nullifies the goal; but if such touching is done by a defensive player, the goal
counts if made. .

Prepared for the National Basketball Committee by Oswald Tower, Editor.
Andover, Massachusetts, April 25, 1938.
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Bulu Committee

April 5-6, 1938
ire

This is only a preliminary symopsis of the most significent revisions
end changes in the basketball rules for 1938-1939,

No attempt has been made to properly word eny of the revisions or changes.
For the Official context consult your rule book when issued.

1

The Rules Committee voted to legelize e court marking whieh will place the
end lines four feet behind the plane of the backboard for those who have the
space snd inelination to use sueh markings, The four-foot space is not to

be procured by moving the haﬂbmdn 15, unless the floor is now larger
than mm dimension.

Za

The Whm« between the minimum and meximum size of the ball has bsen
rmud frﬂhf to § of en inlh It was voted to make the size specifications
alls as rnu:f;;“ - maim eircumference 29 inches for pa.rti ¢ipants

bol.m mler‘ high school age and 29 1/2 inches for othersj maximum eircumference
30 inches,

3 No substitution will be permitted during the intervel which follows a score
unless there is a charged time out or 2 time out for an injury: This is

intended to wmet an annoying practice of last season.

It wes voted thet in case the bell is in the air on a try for goal when the
gun sounds to end = period, subsequent touching of the ball by & tesmmate of

the thrower will constitute the end of the play. However, such touching or

deflecting by a defensive player will not nullify e pal whieh may be scored
following the touching: =

5 By mutual agreement betwsen college tesms or by conference or 10&5» ruling
any college game mey be plsyed in quarters: In such ceses the sdministration
will be the same as that which is now preseribed for high school gsmes,

6« In mm- hﬂtm mumnﬂu below college age a referee's time-out of two
minutes may be provided in the second and fourth quarter. This time-out will
be taken the first time tho ball is dead after four minutes of the guerter
have expired and provided there has been no charged time-out to either team
during the first four minutes of the quarter.

1term ,,-niens between querters and prior to any overtime
period shsll be two minutes, High School tesms will retain the five minute
rest period before an overtime period.

7« It was ruled ‘BM‘ vhe £ el

84 Ii wag voted to authorize the editorisl mittu ta rnﬁrm Rul& B, Section 8,
doa;mg with the center line, and, if possible, to base it on the essumption

thet the division line ie always in a team's own back court: The new interpretation
will be mm in m with the interpretation during the 19956-1937 se=son,

9, It was decided to use the 'nm death™ method of ending tie gemes for those
below college age in the first overtime period, this overtime to be three
minutes in case neither team scores two points during thet time., If either tesm

is one point in the lead at the end of the three minute period, th:t swek teamsta/

be declared the winner, In case of a tie at the end of the first overtime the
same rules will apply to subsequent overtime periods,

-
L E

wrtt



There shall be no Jump balls at & spot less than six feet from either the
end-line or sideline, This change adds the end-lines to jump ball

1l. A pleayer without the ball may remain in that half of the free throw cirele

which is nearer to the center of the court without violation being cslled.
If he is in this esrea with tus ball in his possession the present three
second rale applies,

12, It was voted to allow a tesm (college or otherwise) to take five time

outs without pemslty and that the team be notified through the officiel
when it has teken a fifth time-out. However, the granting of an excess
time-out will be & technical foul even though such no$ificetion has not
been given. It vas also voted to allow a team to take an excess time-out
nmowefatmmmmthmhthcﬂ unou:mnrmmq

a8 last year's rulee

13, The Resesrch Committee was natnutod to study the possibilities in
several types of equipment, The study will include chain beskets, balls
with an imitation leather cover and backboards of various sizes and shapes,

14, The Publications Gu-hth was inatructed to mske the guide availsble for
use in summer cosching schools and for work connected with the plamning of
officisls' clinies not later then July lst,

The editorial committee was instructed and given freedom and Auihority
to set on a list of proposed editorizl changes, but it was given specifiec
instructions in the ollowing metterst

as To provide coverage for certuin procedure in comnection with putting
the ball in play efter 2 score, In this situation any player is to be
aliowed to put the ball im play from any point behind the end line
end there is to be no restriction on the movement of the bsll except
a8 provided by the five-second time limit,

b.

In cases where the ball lodges in or on the support of the basket
or in other situations where no specific jumpers sre designated by
rule, the centers shall be required to jump.

¢s To give attention tc possible improvements im Rule 14, Sections 13 and

14, dealing with the ball when it is on or aboﬂ the basket,
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\ PRELININARY SYNOPSIS OF ACTION ON RULE CHANGES

NOTE: This is merely a preliminary symopcis for your information. No attempt
" has been made to properly word eny of the changes and there may even be some
omissions of minor actionse.

L. Tt was veted to legalize & court marking which will place the end lines four feet
pehind the plane of the backboard for those who have the space and inclination

tc use such markings.

) The Ressarch Committee was instructed to study the possibilities in several types
of equipment., The study will include chain baskets, balls with an imitation

l1=ather cover and backboards of various sizses and shapes.

. It was voted to meke the size specifications for basketballs as follows:
Minimum circumference 29 inches for participants bdow senior high school age and
/ . . s .
29 1/2 inches for others; maximum circumference 30 inchese.

N

4. T4 wes voted to permit no substitutions during the interval which follows a score
unless there is a charged time out or a time out for injurye

5 It was volted that 1in cese the ball is in the air on a try for goal when the
gun sounds to end a period, subsequent touching of the ball by a teammate of ths
thrower will constitute the cnd of the play. However, such touching by a do=-
fensive player will not nullify a roal which may be scored following the touch-

ing 2

6. By mutual agreement between teams or by conference orleague ruling any game
may be played in quarters. In such cases the administration will be the same as

that which is now prescribed for high school gamose.

Also by such agreemcnt in gemes betwecn contestants below collcge age a referca's
time=out of two minutes may be provided in the second and fourth quarter. This
timo-out will be taken the first time the ball is dead after four minutes of the

quarter have expired and provided therec has becn no charged time-out to elther
team during the first four mihutes of the quartcre

7. It was voted that intermissions between quarters and prior To any oversime
neriod by two minutes.

8. It was voted to authorize the cditorial cormittce to redraft Rulc 8, Section 8,
and, if possible, to base it on the assumption that the division linc is always

in a +eam's own back courte

9. It was voted to use the "sudden death" method of ending tTle gamcs for those be-
low college age in the first overtime period, this overtime to be thrce minutas
in ease neither team scores two points during that time and, 8f elither tecam 1s
one point in the lead at the end of Tho three minute period, that such Toom
be doelared the winner. In casac of o tic at the end of the first overtime the

somo rules will apply to stbsequent overtime perilods.

1041t was voted to have no jump ball at a spot less than six feet from cither the
end line or sideline.

. It was voted to ollow any player who is not in possession or contreol of tho ball
to romain in the outer half of the frec throw circlc for any length ol Timee
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12. It was votod to allow a team (college or otherwisc) to take five time outs
without penalty . and that thoe tcam through the official bo notificd when 1T
has taken o fifth timc-oute. However, the granting of an OXcess time-out will
be o technical foul cven though such notification has not bocn given. 1T was
nlso votced to allow a teom to take an oxcoess time-out at the exponse of a froc

throw even though there is no injury or emergencys

13. It was voted to instruct the Publications Cormittee to make the guide availablo
for use in summer conching schools and for work connected with the planning of

officials! clinics not later than July lst.

The editorial cormittee was given authority to act on a list of proposed cditorial
changes but were given specific instructions in the following matters:

rs« To provide coveragc for certain procedurc in connection with putting tho ball
in play after a score. In this situaticn any player is allowed To put the ball
in play from oany point behind thc cnd line and therc is to be no restriction cn
the movement of the ball except as provided by the five-second time limit.

b. In cases where the ball lodres in the support or in othcer situations where no
specific jumpers are designated by rule, the centers are to jump.

¢c. To give attention to possible improvements in Rule 14, Sections 13 and 14,

The committee cxpressed its great appreciation of the services of the retiring
chairman, L, W. St. John, and unanimously voted to name him life chairman -
smeritus of the National Basketball Rules Cormittoe of the United Statoes and Uonadas

Complete minutes of all of the activities of the committee with list of mcmbers,
newly elected officers and cormittces, treasurer's rcport and synopsis of the
various committoe reports which were made at the meeting will be sont to cach
member as soon as all material is available,
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Mareh 4, 1938

To Members,
National Basketball Committee:

The facts nls.’ﬁiw to the time and place of meeting of the committee are
now 111 in. ‘ﬂm maﬁm is to be held Tuesday night, April 5th, and
m place of meeting is the roof bungalow of
and Madison 8treets, Chicago.

venience & room rate card is enclosed. The hotel authorities

that special attention will be given to the choice of rooms
far muhcrn nf the um,tm and that as fer as possible they will be
placed on the same floor provided each member will designate his cone
mﬁ.ﬁm when he writes for a room.

Hoping these facts will meet with the approval of




APRIL 6th and Tths F. C. Allen, John Bumm, M. C, Cunningham, Flo
Jo W, 8t, Clair, L. W, St. John, Oswald Tower
B ,

yd 4. Rowe,
s Curtis

April 5th, and Wednesday, April 6th,

Definite information relative to the exact place of meeting
S00N.




Creighton University Tulsa University
Drake University Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College W ashburn College

Grinnell College St. Louis University Washington University

ATHLETIC DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION
of the MISSOURI VALLEY CONFERENCE

Address
Office of the Washington University

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY Saint Louis, Missouri

April 14, 1938

Mr, Forrest C. Allen
Basketball “oach
University of &fansas
Lawrencé, Kansas

Dear Phog: -

1 have your letter of April 1ll, which has
to do with sending the material from our Conference
to you rather than sending it to John Dovle. 1
have instructed lLeighton Housh accordingly. He
will send the material and I am taking 1t upon
myself to gather the squad plctures.

1t may be possible for you to play us nextb
year, 1f your trip works out successfully in
January. 1 have not been able to contact Huddy
Hellmich about this, but shall write you in the
very near future when 1 send tThe basketball sguad
pictures to you.

See you next weekend.
Wwith kind personal regards
Li @ E' Eilers

- AER:mk



UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

DIVISION OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND

INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS March 1' 1938.

IMre Oswald Tower,
Andover, lasse

Dear Os:

In the Big Six Conference here we have what is known as
the double referee systemes However, I see a weakness in the
system as 1t is operating here. The officials work the whole

game for one teame

In other words, referee A works under Kansas' offensive
basket the first half and when the teams change goals referee A
works under Kansas' offensive basket the second half. I maintain
that it would be better if referee A worked under Kensas' basket
Tthe first half and under Missouri's basket the second half, This
to apply to both officials,

Here is the point that I make. If you have a corking
good official in the game and a very much weaker one asd8isting
him, then the team that has the strong official gets the better
officiating, and the team that has the weaker officisal gets the
poor officiating. Now, if these officials would alternate teams
and not baskets for each half, then the best would be divided
equally and the poorest service would be divided equally.

I would like to know what you think about this because I
desire to present it to the coaches meeting for consideration,
and possibly to the rules body for discussione

Hoping to see you in the near future in Chicago, I am,
with kindest personal regards,

Very sincerely yours,

Diregtor of/Physical Educgfion,
FCA s Al varsity Beasketball Coaclds

g
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Samuel Rogers

book,

Dees Fo T, Allen.
Kansas University,
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Phog:

_ I have received no definite information about
the annual meeting of the Rules Committee. Ve agreed
tentatively last :larch to have our meeting im Chicago
about April 6—9 and I have heard of no proposal to
change that arrangement, I believe the coaches are to
meet in Chiecago about April 3-5 which would it well
with our tentative plans and would be convenient for
the coaches on our committee,

I have been intending to Thank you for having
the publishers send me & copy of your new book and to
congratulate you upon it, but have been awaiting an
opportunity to read it, Because of some special work I

have been doing in mathematics, it has been necessary

for me to devote my spare reading time to that subject
so that I have been able to merely glance through your
I shall finish my special work in mathematics

210 Confederation Lite BligWithin a few days and am looking forward with pleasur -

Toronto, Ont., Canada

Floyd A. Rowe
Board of Education
Cleveland, Ohio

J. W. St. Clair

Southern Methodist Univ.

Dallas, Texas

L. W. St. John
Ohio State Univ.
Columbus, Ohio

H. H. Salmon, Jr.
40 Wall St.
New York, New York

Oswald Tower
Andover, Massachusetts

Willard A. Witte
Univ. of Wyoming
Laramie, Wyoming

reading the produect of your pen, or typewriter. In the
meantime , please accep

e/

my thanks and congratulations,




