 (Vote YES for Self- Govrnment
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[xerjl >bth 1s general election day

for Lawrence City Commission and #497
School Board. Besides the candidates
names, the ballot contains a question

( of whether or not to change the form
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of city government.
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It's probably the most important ques-
tion to come before the voters in a
quarter. century, particularly 1y < Laight
of the low voter turn-out in recent
years. Last election, only 54 more
people voted than in 1963. The people
have been locked out of the decision-

making process for so long, that many
have simply given up.

A yes vote on April 5 would change the
form of government from Manager-Comm-
ission to Mayor and Council. The City
Manager, now appointed, would be re-
placed by an elected Mayor. Council-
people would come from districts, and
would be directly responsible to the
people who live 1n those districts. It
is a more balanced, equitable, more

e

3 THANKS TO OUR REVER-
\SSIN ¥ ED ENGLISH HERITAGE,

CITY ELECTIONS WILL BE

HELD ONCE AGAIN THIS
YEAR, ON MARCH 8 AND
APRIL 5. THOUGH FREE OF
B DICTATORIAL, INSENSITIVE
') REGIMES AT CITY HALL, LAW-
RENCE VOTERS, AS IN THE
Rl PAST, AREN'T LINING UP AN
ogS THE POLLS...
> CHOICES, BEGINNING ON PG.-
EIGHT OF THE PUBLIC NOTICE

“The feed co-op, now noted
as a potent politic=2l force
in the community, has published
the first local analysis of the
changing weather patterns, and the
accompanying higher food prices.
See page four.

WThiS month, the Peoples

| Energy Project newsletter in-
cludes information on rising nat-

ural gas rates, the death penalty,

and the nuts and bolts of solar
power. See page fourteen.

2 a>a— The Peoples Journal fea-
% tures a follow-up on the Law-
rence Citizens' Voice convention,

and tips on dealing with negli-
gent slum-lords. See page two.
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OBSERVE THEIR-
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democratic structure,
as "self-government."

Can we be permitted

the officials who govern our City, or.
must we continue to lean on outside

common ly known

to directly elect

professionals and consultant firms to

do the job for us?

Compare the alternatives carefully.
Observe the manner in which the City

conducts its'

business.

Decirde whether

or not you're willing to accept the
responsibility of self-government.

B L

Dl

Then, go to the polls on April 5th.

THE PEOPLE'S ENERGY PROJECT

P. O. Box 423

awrence, Kansas 66044
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2 MEMBERS FROM FACH WARD,
ELECTED EVEKY 2 YEARS.,

(754 VOTE 70 OVERIDE MAYORS VETD) |

ELECTED AT (ARGE
EVERY 2 YEARS.
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CITY MANAGER RUNS SCARED

Mareh 8 1s round one in the
race to decide who's to run the
City of Lawrence. The March 8th
primary election for City Commis-
sion and School Board will nar-
row the field of candidates. Of
the 12 Commission candidates, six
will *remain for the showdown 1n
the April 5th general election to
determine who the three new Commis-
sioners will be.

Although Lawrence has grown from

a town of 30,000 to 55,000 1in the
past 14 years, the number of people
participating in the local voting
game has not increased, but has
remained about the same--in 1975,
only 7,100 people voted, less than

25 per cent of the elegible elec-

torate.

ror the past 30 years, Lawrence
residents have watched a succes-
sion of doctors, lawyers, business-
men and the wives of professional

v Elections

people elected to the' Commission.
Candidates who can't afford the
responsibility of the Commission
job at a salary of a mere $100

per year also aren't financially
able to get their ideas out to the
public during their campaigns.
Thus, vague rhetoric and big bucks
have put the: leisure class, for
the most part, into office.

This time around, a number of key
1ssues have emerged. Most impor-
tant is the issue of growth and
issues related to it--the new wat-
er plant, mass transit, the air-
port, a new City Hall building and
governmental accountability.

The excerpted interviews.of 11
of the Commission candidates be-
ginning on page eight should
arm voters with information with
which to ask more questions of
the candidates.

Kansas Collection
Spencer Library
Kansas University
Lawrence, Ks. 66045

Near

The power of the éity government

can be awesome. The quality of
life in Lawrence is directly
tied to the five Commissioners
and the City Manager. The Com-
mission can create new jobs by
lssuilng bonds, can create a City
bus system, expand daycare fac-
1lities and provide good, low-
cost City.services. Under their
direction, Lawrence can expand
with land acquisition and con-
struction of multi-million dol-
lar 1mprovement projects like
the new water plant and a jet-
poxt.

PUBLIC NOTICE encourages the
people-of Lawrence to seek 1in-
formation and vote. Although

we support a structural reform,
changing to a Mayor-Council
system, good government also re-
quires the election of good peo-
ple responsive to their voters,
and continual interest and par-
ticipation by the electorate.

o ——  Shouldn’t they hear both sides?

"Ilrn the water on!"
"Would you like to save $5 mil-
lion?" This is the City's
approach to educating Lawrence
residents on how to vote March
8 on the water plant financing
question. Educational? 1It's
pure propaganda. The question

| of building the new Clinton
B water treatment plant just

Misn't that simple.

A "yes" vote means financing the
plant with general obligation
bonds. The City 1s pushing a
"yes" wvote as a way to save $5
million in interest since the
g.o. bonds would be paid off 10
vears earlier than i1f financed
with revenue bonds. But a "yes”
vote will boost water rates over
100 per cent in four years, ac-
cording to City estimates. Any
savings for water users wouldn't
happen for 20 years, 1f at all.
The City supports g.o. financing
sO construction can begin this
summer and so the City will be
free of debt to build more plants
after 20 years.

-

A "no"” vote means the plant
would be financed with revenue
bonds which would be paid for in
30 years. Water rate increases
with a "no" vote would be less--
about an 88 per cent increase,
ecrorder to City estimates. 4% >
the ;HWEJQel_Jaﬁ 1s turned down,

o

constriction 1s delayed one year.

A LBt O ECE ~Says
"VOTE NO!™" The
real guestion
isn't being asked

of voters: "Do we
need the water plant?”

City Commissioners voted to

build the water plant and are
favoring the g.o.
1n ignorance.
City Manager Buford Watson's

recommendation that the plant
must be built.

bond financing
They accepted

They haven't

considered the costs to water
users,
have 1n sSpurring more growth 1in
Lawrence,
construction of a new $8.4 million
plant.

the i1mpact the plant will

oY Alternatives to

Commissioners are supporting the
plant
rate

estimates on water rate
tO cover constru

completion of the
consultants'
increases

'L:t._l_':}ﬁ Lll '-.L _;_ri

before
study. The

sreased treatment costs probably
won't be presented to the Com-
mission until after the March 8
election. Such blind decision-
making is irresponsible.

Could watexr conserva-
tion make the new plantf
unnecessary? Can ‘the

old plant be expanded? (VY]
Could alternative rate ¢A
structures make a 7% 3
difference? Can ZNEs
noxre water be re-

cycled?

people of Lawrence
iced to answer these
cqucstions themselves _
and put Kansas City con-
sulting firms on the back burncr
for a change. A NO vote on theo
hond issue can give us the tiro
to promote a discussion of th:
real needs of the community, and
a chance to find the best way to
meet those needs. S
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PUBLIC NOTICE

. the convention.

=8
ﬂso that they could live out their

PAGE 2

LAWRENCE CITIZENS' VOICE, a coa-
lition of people claiming to be a
"people-based” organization held
a town«&édavention:*Jdanuary 22 to-

seleéct candidates for school
board and city commission.

About 140 people attended the con-
vention at Lawrence High School to
select David Hann, Muriel Paul,
and current Commissioner Carl
Mibeck; Ola Faucher, Jane Frydman
and ‘'Otis Vann for school board.

Early ‘plans were to run candidates
as a slate, but the steering com-
mittee of LCV, in a rule adopted
shortly before the convention,
abandoned plans to run two- slates
of three caridicates selected by
The new rule
stated that LCV would neither bind
candidates to campaign on the

- convention's issues noxr would be

bound to endorse the convention's
candidates. The steering com-
mittee would decide after the con-
vention who LCV would support.

LCV is now campaigning for only
Frydman and Paul. ‘The other can-
didates are running thelr own
campaligns.

Following is an interview with
current active members in LCV,
June Walker, Chris Bell, Muriel
Paul and Ed Dutton.

Mark?Kaplan'ahd Susie Hanna-=-'
interviewers.

I: This 1dea of a town convention
1s quite new. What were the ob-
jectives of Lawrence Citizens'
Voice convention?

Walker: The idea was to get the

fDear PUBLIC NOTICE:

Shirley Scheirer's article "The
Great Experiment" really touched
the very bottom of my heart with
great pity for those old hens. I
should like to offer an alterna-
g8tive to this
tering of defenseless fowls. A
"Retirement Plan for 0ld Hens"
should be set up and rest homes
provided for those who are no
jlonger productive. Until such

or these most unfortunate members

ﬂplaces of refuge can be arranged
f

Lthe Ghetto could take them into
your homes, give them loving care

old days in comfort and style.

cold blooded slaugh-

ideas of the people, to get the
people involved in the City pro-

., 9rams and then to back people who
" "would run for the organization.

Paul: The matter of .candidates
was a kind of a spin off. Really
a.secondary thing. 'The people who

wrestled with the idea from the
beginning were interested in main-
ly having i1ssues brought forth in
the .community. We thought ini-
tially it was not necessary to

run candidates but to influence
candidates who did run. However,
1f candidates did emerge from our
group and the people we contacted
that was frosting on the cake.

I: Wasn't the goal to find can-
didates who felt similarly in ‘
their opinions on issues and- try
to get these people elected so
you could implement policies to
carry out LCV's positions on the
1ssues?

Dutton: I saw this convention as
just one step in a long process.
The election is just one step.
Too often people come out for an
election and then they go home.
We're looking for a long term,
broad-based people's organization,
so when the election 1s over,
people are i1nvolved and they stay
involved. I feel very positive
about the convention.

I: PUBLIC NOTICE covered con-
vention plans and the purpose and
goals of LCV 1n December. We
went to the convention where
there were signs: "People's Con-
vention," "Your candidates, your
issues," but we found that the

>l lol—olole—lol——alole—— ol —

then, come the judgment day, they
would not be placed naked in full
view of the public in some market

place, but would lie in a dignified

state with feathers intact.

I should also like to congratulate
all the "born again" vegetarians
amongst you, especially Chip Jones
whose article "Confessions of a
Meat Eater" is commendable, really
commendable !

From,

8of our society, perhaps, you people chicken Liver
jat the Coop, the Public Notice and

Plains, Georgia

EDITOR'S NOTE: PUBLIC NOTICE
will no longer accept unsigned

And letters.

The PUBLIC NOTICE 1is

published on or about the 15th of each month
by the Community Mercantile food cooperative, with main ~ffices

/- located on the top flodr of the Stubbs Building, 1101 1/2 Mass.
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whole idea had changed. It was
announced that the candidates
selected at the conventlon by

“the people weren't bound to run on

on. the slate of LCV and LCV 'was,
in turn, not bound to endorse the
candidates selected by the people
at the convention. Norm Forer,
convention parlimentarian, an-
nounced that the steering commit-
tee would decide which candidates

they preferred to support. What
happened? What was the purpose

of the convention?

Dutton: That's great to have

happen. That's interaction, dis-
cussion, and give and take ocur-
ring. Do we want a monolithic
structure? We want a lot of
differences.

Paul: It showed that it was not
a controlled convention...
people are blaming us, but we're
not politicians and we see that
as our virtue.

I: David Hann, Muriel Paul, Carl
Mibeck, Ola Faucher, Jane Fryd-
man, and Otis Vann were the top
vote-getters at the convention.
Is ICV going to actively campaign
for these people? Are they

going to run them as a slate?

Bell: These people all have their
own campalgn committees. Some

of the people in LCV are setting
up a committee for Muriel and

Jane Frydman.

I: For many months, the inten-
tions of LCV were to run a slate
of candidates to coalesce votes
that are normally dispersed.
What happened to this idea?

With Slow, Silent majesty, the Po-
lice car pulled up behind us on
i

Ninth street. Visions of harass-
ment by heavy-handed Cops danced

in our heads. We stopped pushing
Alan's stalled truck and stood wo-

ndering in the night "what next?"

Two young cops stepped out and
§said,. "Hey,

jany help?"

can we give you guys

We traded smiles all around, just

guys, with a common denomlnator of
@friendliness.

I"Yeah, we're trying to get the
atruck parked on a side street.

| a_ll articles and letters sub-
g@mnitted for publication.
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Paul: I think that word was used
loosely.
I: It wasn't used loosely! The

direct intention was to run people
as ‘a slate.

Paul: "Association" might have
been a better word. Even before
Carl Mibeck  asked for our endorse-
ment, we kKknew he would be run-
ning his owh campaign.

I: How many people are active
in LCV?

Bell:  Fifteen or twenty are

working -on .the campaign. I'm
looking for more people who can ' -
advocate the i1deas of LCV.

Paul: ZI~think it is important
for you to know that we are drEWw'
ing 1n more people. It's .
stronger than ever. .
I: This proposition to change
the form of government that will '
be. on the April 5th ballot...

Does the Voice have a stand on
that?

Bell: We dealt with that issue
early on and we decided that we
would concentrate on two things--
building a coalition of people
and dealing with City Commission
elections. We haven't taken a
position on the change of gov-
ernment, formally. I think most
of the people think that basi-
cally it's a good idea.

Paul:
issue.

We'll be researching that
I think its an impor-

tant 1ssue.

BY PAUL HUGHES

The  four of us pushed the truck in-
to a parking spot. Alan and I
said, "Hey, thanks alot."

The knights in blue waved, hopped

into their white charger and crui-
sed' away.

TILe editing committee of
PUBLIC NOTICE reads and discusses

We want
to be'a reader-writer paper, but
due to limited space, we are
forced to select what we consider
are the most timely,-concise,
interesting, distinctive, infor-
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CALL 842- 5657 nPerlt groups reprlnt only with perm1551on

mative:and imaginative articles
about our community. PUBLIC
NOTICE wlld tryitoprintiall
letters. Letters must be signed.
INames will be withheld from = - -
tPublication if requested. Due to
gour limited space, lengthy let-
ters may have to be edited. We
w1lll make every effort to preserve
the substance and style of all
articles -and letters. Want to -
Jhelp? Join us at PUBLIC NOTICE.
1101% Mass. or call 842-5657.

Pe0ple contributing to this issue: Diane Luber, Frank
Addington, Susie Hanna, Paul Johnson, Chip Jones, Laurle'
Schwarm, Mark Kaplan, Ed Boles, Kate Duf fy ,“Paul Hughes,. :
Patti Plamann, Chuck Magerl, Molly VanHee, Steve Otto,
Dick Dunhaupt, John Naughtin, Jolene Babyak, Marianne
Otto, Pat Sullivan, Anne Browning, Don Zavelo, Steve

.otewart, Judy Kroeger, Ken Helenbolt Chrlsty Springer,
Helene Pesche, P E P. -
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