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LAWRENCE CITIZENS' VOICE, a coa-
lition of people claiming to be a
"people-based” organization held
a town«&édavention:*dJdanuary 22 to-

seleéct candidates for school
board and city commission.

About 140 people attended the con-
vention at Lawrence High School to
select David Hann, Muriel Paul,
and current Commissioner Carl
Mibeck; 0Ola Faucher, Jane Frydman
and ‘Otis Vann for school board.

Early ‘plans were to run candidates
as a slate, but the steering com-
mittee of LCV, in a rule adopted
shortly before the convention,
abandoned plans to run two- slates
of three ecaridicates selected by
The new rule
stated that LCV would neither bind
candidates to campaign on the

- convention's issues noxr would be

bound to endorse the convention's
candidates. The steering com-
mittee would decide after the con-
vention who LCV would support.

LCV is now campaigning for only
Frydman and Paul. ‘The other can-
didates are ‘running thelr own
campaigns.

Following i1s an interview with
current active members in LCV,
June Walker, Chris Bell, Muriel
Paul and Ed Dutton.

Mark’ Kaplan and Susie Hanna--'
interviewers.

I: This idea of a town convention
1s quite new. What were the ob-
jectives of Lawrence Citizens'
Voice convention?

Walker: The idea was to get the

fDear PUBLIC NOTICE:

Shirley Scheirer's article "The
Great Experiment" really touched
the very bottom of my heart with
great pity for those old hens. I
should like to offer an alterna-
g8tive to this
tering of defenseless fowls. A
"Retirement Plan for 0ld Hens"
should be set up and rest homes
provided for those who are no
jlonger productive. Until such

or these most unfortunate members

ﬂplaces of refuge can be arranged
f

cold blooded slaugh-

ideas of the people, to get the
people involved in the City pro-

., 9rams and then to back people who
*"would run for the organization.

Paul: The matter of .candidates
was a kind of a spin off. Really
a.secondary thing. 'The people who

wrestled with the idea from the
beginning were interested in main-
ly having issues brought forth in
the .community. We thought ini-
tially it was not necessary to

run candidates but to influence
candidates who did run. However,
1f candidates did emerge from our
group and the people we contacted
that was frosting on the cake.

I: Wasn't the goal to find can-
didates who felt similarly in ‘
their opinions on issues and- try
to get these people elected so
you could implement policies to
carry out LCV's positions on the
issues?

Dutton: I saw this convention as
just one step in a long process.
The election is just one step.
Too often people come out for an
election and then they go home.
We're looking for a long term,
broad-based people's organization,
so when the election 1s over,
people are i1nvolved and they stay
involved. I feel very positive
about the convention.

I: PUBLIC NOTICE covered con-
vention plans and the purpose and
goals of LCV 1n December. We
went to the convention where
there were signs: "People's Con-
vention," "Your candidates, your
issues," but we found that the
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then, come the judgment day, they
would not be placed naked in full
view of the public in some market

place, but would lie in a dignified

state with feathers intact.

I should also like to congratulate
all the "born again" vegetarians
amongst you, especially Chip Jones
whose article "Confessions of a
Meat Eater" is commendable, really
commendable !

From,

f our society, perhaps, you people Chlcken Liver

Fat the Coop, the Public Notice and

Lthe Ghetto could take them into
your homes, give them loving care

old days in comfort and style.

Plains, Georgia

EDITOR'S NOTE: PUBLIC NOTICE
will no longer accept unsigned

And letters.

The PUBLIC NOTICE 1is

published on or about the 15th of each month
by the Community Mercantile food cooperative, with main ~ffices

7 located on the top flodr of the Stubbs Building, 1101 1/2 Mass.
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whole idea had changed. It was
announced that the candidates
selected at the conventlon by

“the people weren'ft bound to run on

on. the slate of LCV and LCV 'was,
in turn, not bound to endorse the
candidates selected by the people
at the convention. Norm Forer,
convention parlimentarian, an-
nounced that the steering commit-
tee would decide which candidates
they preferred to support. What
happened? What was the purpose
of the convention?

Dutton: That's great to have
happen. That's interaction, dis-
cussion, and give and take ocur-
ring. Do we want a monolithic
structure? We want a lot of

differences.

Paul: It showed that it was not
a controlled convention...
people are blaming us, but we're
not politicians and we see that
as our virtue.

I: David Hann, Muriel Paul, Carl
Mibeck, Ola Faucher, Jane Fryd-
man, and Otis Vann were the top
vote-getters at the convention.
Is ICV going to actively campaign
for these people? Are they

going to run them as a slate?

Bell: These people all have their
own campalign committees. Some

of the people in LCV are setting
up a committee for Muriel and

Jane Frydman.

I: For many months, the inten-
tions of LCV were to run a slate
of candidates to coalesce votes
that are normally dispersed.
What happened to this idea?

With Slow, Silent majesty, the Po-
lice car pulled up behind us on
i

Ninth street. Visions of harass-
ment by heavy-handed Cops danced

in our heads. We stopped pushing
Alan's stalled truck and stood wo-

ndering in the night "what next?"

Two young cops stepped out and
§said,. "Hey,

any help?"

can we gilve you guys

We traded smiles all around, just

guys, with a common denomlnator of
@friendliness.

I"Yeah, we're trying to get the
atruck parked on a side street.

| a_ll articles and letters sub-
gmnitted for publication.
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Paul: I think that word was used
loosely.
I: It wasn't used loosely! The

direct intention was to run people
as 'a slate.

Paul: "Association" might have
been a better word. Even before
Carl Mibeck  asked for our endorse-
ment, we knew he would be run-
ning his owh campaign.

I: How many people are active
in LCV?

Bell:  Fifteen or twenty are

working -on .the campaign. I'm
looking for more people who can ' -
advocate the i1deas of LCV.

Paul: ZI~think it is important
for you to know that we are drEWw'
ing 1in more people. It's .
stronger than ever. .
I: This proposition to change
the form of government that will '
be. on the April 5th ballot...

Does the Voice have a stand on
that?

Bell: We dealt with that issue
early on and we decided that we
would concentrate on two things--
building a coalition of people
and dealing with City Commission
elections. We haven't taken a
position on the change of gov-
ernment, formally. I think most
of the people think that basi-
cally it's a good idea.

Paul:
issue.

We'll be researching that
I think its an impor-

tant 1ssue.

BY PAUL HUGHES

The  four of us pushed the truck in-
to a parking spot. Alan and I
said, "Hey, thanks alot."

The knights in blue waved, hopped

into their white charger and crui-
sed' away.

TILe editing committee of
PUBLIC NOTICE reads and discusses

We want-
to be'a reader-writer paper, but
due to limited space, we are
forced to select what we consider
are the most timely,-concise,
interesting, distinctive, infor-
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CALL 842- 5657 xPerlt groups reprlnt only with permission.

mative:and imaginative articles
about our community. PUBLIC
NOTICE will try to printiall
letters. Letters must be signed.
INames will be withheld from = -
tPublication if requested. Due to
gour limited space, lengthy let-
ters may have to be edited. We
w1lll ‘make every effort to preserve
the substance and style of all
articles -and letters. Want to -
Jhelp? Join us at PUBLIC NOTICE.
1101% Mass. or call 842-5657.

Pe0ple contributing to this issue: Diane Luber; Frank
Addington, Susie Hanna, Paul Johnson, Chip Jones, Laurle'
Schwarm, Mark Kaplan, Ed Boles, Kate Duffy ,“Paul Hughes, :
Patti Plamann, Chuck Magerl, Molly VanHee, Steve Otto,
Dick Dunhaupt, John Naughtin, Jolene Babyak, Marianne
Otto, Pat Sullivan, Anne Browning, Don Zavelo, Steve

.otewart, Judy Kroeger, Ken Helenbolt Chrlsty Springer,
Helene Pesche, P E P. -
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