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During February, several
women were attacked and raped in

the area just east of the KU cam-

pus. Following those incidents,
concerned residents of the 1100
and 1200 blocks of Ohio called a
neighborhood meeting; about 30
people showed up.

During the meeting, neighbors got
to know one another, set up a
buddy system and planned a "keep-
vour-porch-light-on-at-night”
campaign. A petition for addi-
tional street lighting was cir-
culated in the neighborhood.

The petition was presented to the
city commission; subsequently,
commissioners came through with
$5,000 of revenue sharing money
for new lights in the area.

Contrary to popular assumption,
many rapists do not jump out of

bushes, but accost their victims

casually, even in a friendly man-
ner.

Studies have shown that vulnera-
ble women are perfect targets for
potential rapists. A woman may
be walking alone, she may be a-
lone in a building, or at a bar
or party she may leave alone with
someone she has just met. She may
place herself under someone's pro-
tection; for example, she may
trust a friendly stranger who as-
sists with her troubled car.

Be constantly aware of your wvul-
nerability and, as they say, drive
defensively.

to remember:

A second meeting a week and a half
later was better attended, with
more neighborhood men getting 1in-
volved. An official name was de-
cided on--The Central Lawrence
Residents Association, CLARA.

The area loosely covers the blocks
east of campus, with an emphasis
on Louisiana and Ohio Streets.
Members of CLARA drew up a fact
sheet explaining the group and
suggesting rape prevention aids.
These flyers are being distribu-
ted around the neighborhood.

Plans are underxrway for a poster
which can be put in house windows
much like the Block Mother sys-
tem. If someone is in trouble,
she can run to an identifiec
house and receive gid.

-If you are alone on the street,'

act assertively or possibly rude
to any stranger who approaches you.
Your manner should thwart his at-
tempts to dominate or frighten

you.

-Always let your roommates know
where you are goling.

-If you are alone at home, do not

let a stranger inside your house,
unless you have sent for someone,
such as a maintenance man. If
someone claims he needs to use the

phone, make the call yourself
while he waits outside.

-Do not hitchhike unless its an

emergency or you are with a friend.
Even then , hitchhiking can be dan-

gerous for women.

'-If someone has maneuvered you
into a vulnerable position, de-

Here are a few points mand your way in order to protect

yourself.
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CLARA has found support from many
women and men in the predomin-
antly student area. One woman,
Julie Gorcdon, emphasized that no
one was really an expert organi-
zexr in the group. They are just

concerned folks trying to make
the neighborhood a better place
to live. Working together in
CLARA has given them a strong
sense of community, and conse-
quently, they hope to influence
area landlords to keep theilir
property in better shape.

In dealing with the rape prob-
lemms, CLARA has had assistance
from Douglas County Rape Victim
Support Service.
self-defense techniques and showed
the film, "No Pat Answer", which
was written and directed by Polly
Pettit of RVSS.

Sense of Conmpmunity ... ..-

Visitors are welcome at CLARA
meetings. Hopefully, they will
use the information to startc
similar programs in thelr own
neighborhood.

Additional help can be obtained

from the RVSS. Members will attend

RVSS demonstrated your meetings and show their film.

Contact RVSS at 843-8985, or
obtain information through the KU
Information Center at 864-3506 .

or Headquarters at 843-2345.

A NEIGHBORHOOD FIGHTS BACK !

Preben‘t Rape Through Awareness

BY MARTHA 'COOLEY

If you are about to be raped, your For more information and daily
best immediaté tactic is to attract schedules of a film and demonstra-

attention or get away from the
rapist.

absolute. If he pulls out a weap-

on, your choices have narrowed, but
many women -have escaped even under
TE the situ-

these circumstances.
ation is aggressively 'violent,
your aim may be to treat him like
a human being,

Remember, awareness and sensitivity

is not paranoia. Because ultima-
tely, you must rely on yourself.

There is no "right way" to resist
a rapist. All methods such as
screaming, struggling, physical
'force, or pleading have worked,
evenwhen the assailant has a weap-
on. But at_ times, all methods. -
have also failed. '

A recently released study on vic-
tim resistance completed by the-
Queen's Bench Foundation i1n San
Francisco has determined that wo-

men who have successfully resisted
a rape,ultimately tried more meth-

ods of resistance than victims..
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His power over you is not defense, contact the Douglas

County Rape Victim Support Service
at 8438985, or obtain information
Center

through ' the KU Information
at' 864=3506%. " ¥ |

qlLe editing committee of
PUBLIC NOTICE reads and discusses
all articles and letters sub-

mitted for publication. We want
to be a reader-writer paper, but

forced to select what we consider
are the most timely, concise,
interesting, distinctive, infor-
mative and imaginative articles
about our community. PUBLIC
NOTICE will try to print all
letters. Letters must be signed.
Names will be withheld from
publication if requested. Due tC
four limited space, lengthy let-
ters may have to be edited. We
will make every effort to preserve
the substance and style of all
articles and letters. Want to
Join us at PUBLIC NOTICE.
or call 842-5657.
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